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TABLE 2.3 The initial consonants of Middle Chinese

1 p | B ph- b- -
it By i 3
t- th- d- n- I-
2 T- . . . ;
iy i JE Je |
tr- trh- dr- nr-[1]
3 Tr- - N .
" Gl % ek ()
ts- tsh- dz- 5- -
4 T5- ; p y
’ i i it Lo |
tsr- tsrh- dzr- Sr-
5 Tsr- i ¥ 2 i zr- [2]
6 Toy- isy- tsyh- dZ){:u[3] ny- sy- | zv- | - \[4]
= = s H =M A
7 k- kh-[5] g- ng-
© i % Jiss i
8 ) - x- h- - [6]
2 2 [ =

Notes on Table 2.3:

[11Y. R. Chao (1941) pointed out that n- and nr- are in complementary distribution
and proposed that they need not be distinguished; accordingly, sometimes the name JJg
Ni is used for both our n- and our nr-. However, the distinction is usually maintained in
fanqié spellings, and we retain it in our notation.

[2] The initials dzr- and zr- were not distinguished in the Gudngyun, and hence zr-
has no traditional name. However, the Wang Rénxu Qieyun does have a distinct initial
zr-, and we make the distinction in our notation.

[3] Nowadays, the more common pronunciation of the character 4 is probably chdn
(meaning ‘meditation; Chan or Zen Buddhism”), but as the name of this initial, Ding and
Li (1981) give the other pronunciation shan (meaning ‘abdicate’).

[4] Before the analysis of fanqi¢ spellings showed them to be distinct initials, MC y-
(PA YY) and Aj- (= YUn) were treated as a single initial with the traditional name I Yu.
Since in the rhyme tables y- (LA YY) is always placed in division IV (sidéng U %) and
hj- (2 Ytn) in division III (sandéng = %), a common alternative terminology refers
to y- (UL Y1) as “igy VU YU si” and to hj- (= YUn) as “lgy = Yu san”; we will sometimes
use these terms also.

[5] According to current dictionaries, the character 7 is pronounced x1 in Mandarin,
not the “qr” that might be expected from its Middle Chinese reading k#ej; some diction-
aries do include gt as an older reading.

[6] The traditional initials [§7 Xia and = YUn are in complementary dis-
tribution, which is why they are both written with A- in our notation, but the
traditional terminology distinguishes them. In context, they can always be dis-
tinguished in our notation as well: all cases of 4- before a division-III final rep-
resent z YUn (including those written with -i- rather than -j-, e.g., & yin
< hwinX ‘fall down”). All cases of /- before other finals represent [ Xid. In lists and
tables such as this one, we distinguish them by writing 4- for [§ Xi& and #j- for =
Yn, even though an 4- representing - YUn is not always followed by -j- in spelling.





