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New Interpretations of the Bronze Inscriptions on Shenyin
Zhengcheng of the State of Xu

Fan Changxi
Department of Chinese, Sun Yat-Sen University, Guangzhou Guangdong 510275

Abstract Shenyin(#t #) zhengcheng(4E%%) of the state of Xu (&) was excavated in the late
Qing dynasty and it is the important material to study the history of the ancient Xu state. The inscrip-
tions can not be completely understood yet, because individual words still need to be interpreted accu-
rately. Based on the previous research results, this paper interprets “shuo ji” (4 #) to “shuo ji” (74
4% ) which respectively represent long and short spear. The crucial difficult sentence “ci hu shuo ji” (&
J& ##& ) is correlated to the next sentence “bei zhi jian bing” (% £ 4] %), and the two sentences indi-
cate that putting the zhengcheng and other weapons together. In the last sentence “min pi ji ren,xiang
shi, yu shi shang”(m[ BI& [ I1FA.FLF]E, 42 %), “xiang shi” represents dedicated people,
and “yu shi shang” represents owning the zhengcheng. After those reinterpretation, the inscriptions
could have a reasonable explanation.

Keywords Shenyin zhengcheng of Xu state; “ci hu shuo ji”; bronze inscriptions
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