COLLINS

[60):18]10),

STUDENT'S
GRAMMAR

“SHYENL RS anioD e R F =N
WP TS A NS WERS

Helping learners with real English

THE COBUILD SERIES {zo THE BANK OF ENGLISH

- Practice Material by Dave Willis



COLLINS

COBUILD

COLLINS Birmingham University International Language Database

STUDENT’S GRAMMAR

SiELEE -5 DY SE BRI EEGEN

The Collins COBUILD Student’s Grammar provides learners of
English from intermediate level upwards with a wealth of reference
and practice material.

Clear and spacious layout
Logical organization of contents

Grammar explanations on left hand pages, with
exercises on right hand pages

Additional exercises at the back of the book

Real examples from The Bank of English show
structures in use

‘Warning’ statements focus on areas of possible errors
Lists of common words support the explanations

Full index ensures easy access

HE BANK OF ENGLISH is a umque computer database
which mnnitors and remrds the wa zh

contemporary Bntmh Am(-ncan, and FE
newspapers, magazines, books, TV, RS

conversations - the language as it is WTltten and spoken today. ISBN 0-00-370563-3

0003"705638

}’( J}E POPULAR

9 %28




COLLINS

COBUILD
STUDENT'S

Il ON
S

Practice Material by Dave Willis

THE UNIVERSITY COLLINS
OF BIRMINGHAM COBUILD

HarperCollinsPublishers



HarperCollins Publishers
77-85 Fulham Palace Road
Hammersmith

London W6 8JB

COBUILD is a trademark of William Collins Sons & Co Ltd

@© HarperCollins Publishers Ltd 1991
First published 1991
Reprinted 1991, 1993 (twice), 1995 (twice), 1996, 1997

10 9

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be
reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or
transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic,
mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise,
without the prior permission in writing of the Publisher.

ISBN 0 00 370563 3 Self-study Edition
ISBN 0 00 370564 1 Classroom Edition

Computer typeset by Promenade Graphics, Cheltenham
Printed and bound in Great Britain by
Caledonian international Book Manufacturing Ltd, Glasgow, G64

NOTE Entered words that we have reason to believe constitute trademarks have been
designated as such. However, neither the presence nor absence of such designation
should be regarded as affecting the legal status of any trademark.

Acknowledgements
The author and publishers are grateful to the following for permission to reproduce
material on the pages indicated:

The late Roald Dah! and Jonathan Cape Ltd and Penguin Ltd for the extract from The
Hitch-Hiker from The Marvellous Story of Henry Sugar and Six Others, 94,

Fleetway Publications for the extract from The Eagle, 95;
William Boyd and Hamish Hamilton Ltd for the extract from On the Yankee Station.
215.

Every effort has been made to contact owners of copyright material. If there are any
omissions. the publishers will be glad to rectify these, when the title is reprinted.



Editorial Team

Editor-in-Chief
Managing Editor
Senior Editor
Editor

Assistant Editors

Computational Assistance

Secretarial Staff

HarperCollins Publishers

John Sinclair

Gwyneth Fox

Ramesh Krishnamurthy
Jenny Watson

Christina Rammell .
Keith Stuart

Tim Lane
Zoe James
Stephen Bullon

Sue Smith
Sue Crawley

Annette Capel, Lorna Heaslip, Douglas Williamson

lilustrators

John Batten, Gillian Martin, David Parkins, Clyde Pearson, Peter Schrank

We would like to thank Dave Willis additionally for his valuable contributions to the
grammar pages; Sylvia Chalker and Sue Inkster for their detailed comments and
suggestions on the text; Annette Capel for writing the Key to the Exercises; Richard
Fay and Paschalena Groutka for their part in the original drafting of the units; Kirsty
Haynes for secretarial assistance during the earlier stages of the project; Sue
Inkster, Anthony Harvey, John Curtin, John Dyson, Tom Stableford, Bob Walker,
David Evans, and Angus Oliver for their comments on the initial list of Units.

We wouid aiso like to thank all the people who contributed to the Collins COBUILD
English Grammar, whose original work provided the impetus for this book.




Contents

Note: numbers in bold are unit numbers.

Introduction vii

How to Use the Grammar viii
Glossary of grammar terms x
Corpus acknowledgements xv

Grammar units

INTRODUCTORY UNITS

1 Clause and sentence structure 2
2 The noun group 4
3 The verb group 6

THE NOUN GROUP

Nouns

4 Countnouns 8
§ Singular, plural, and collective nouns 10
6 Uncount nouns 12

Pronouns

7 Personal pronouns 14
8 This, that, these, those, one, ones 16
9 Reflexive pronouns 18
10 Indefinite pronouns 20

Determiners

11 Determiners 22

12 Main uses of ‘the’ 24
413 Other uses of ‘the’ 26
14 ‘A’ and ‘an’ 28

15 All, most, no, none 30
16 Both, either, neither 32

17 Much, little, many, few, more, less, fewer 34.

18 Some, any, another, other, each, every 36

Adjectives

19 Position of adjectives 38

20 Order of adjectives 40

21 Adjectives with prepositions 42

22 Adjectives with ‘to'-infinitive or ‘that'-
clauses 44

23 Adjectives ending in *-ing’ or ‘-ed’ 46

Comparison

24 Comparatives and superlatives: forms 48
25 Comparatives and superiatives: uses 50
26 Other ways of comparing things 52

Possession

27 Possession 54

Adding to the noun group

28 Nouns with prepositions 56

29 Nouns with “-ing’, ‘-ed’, or ‘to’-infinitive
clauses 58

30 Other ways of adding to a noun group 60

ADVERBIALS

31 Adverbials 62

32 Adverbials of manner 64

33 Adverbials of time 66

34 Adverbials of frequency and probability 68
35 Adverbials of duration—-already, still, yet 70
36 Adverbials of degree 72

Prepositions

37 Prepositions of place and direction 74
38 Prepositions of place—at, in, on 76
39 Prepositions with forms of transport 78

THE VERB GROUP

Tenses

40 Auxiliary verbs—-be, have, do 80

41 The present tenses 82

42 The past tenses 84

43 The continuous tenses 86

44 The perfect tenses 88

45 Talking about the present 90

46 Talking about the past 92

47 Reporting the past 94

48 Talking about the future using ‘will’ and ‘going
to’ 96

49 Talking about the future using present
tenses 98



Mood

50 Questions 100

51 ‘Wh'-words 102

52 Question tags: forms 104

53 Question tags: uses 106

54 Indirect and reported questions 108
55 Short answers 110

56 The imperative and ‘let’ 112

57 Negative sentences with ‘not’ 114
58 Negative words 116

Modals

59 introduction to modals 118

60 Modals—negatives and questions 120

61 Can, could, may, might—possibility 122

62 Cannot, can't, must, ought, should, will—
probability and certainty 124

63 Can, could, be able to—ability 126

64 Can, could, may—permission 128

65 Can, could, will, would—instructions and
requests 130

66 Could, may, might, shall—suggestions 132

67 Can, could, shall, will, would—offers and
invitations 134

68 Would like, would rather, wouldn't mind—
wants and wishes 136

69 Have to, have got to, must, mustn't—
obligation and necessity 138

70 Need to, needn’t, not have to—obligation and
necessity 140

71 Should. ought, should have, ought to have, had
better—mild obligation and advice 142

Transitivity

72 Intransitive and transitive verbs 144

73 Verbs with two objects 146

74 Reflexive verbs 148

75 Reciprocal verbs 150

76 Ergative verbs 152

77 Common verbs with nouns for actions 154
78 Verbs with prepositions 156

79 Phrasal verbs 158

Verb complementation

80 Link verbs 160

81 Verbs with -ing’ clauses 162

82 Verbs with ‘to'-infinitive clauses 164

83 Verbs with ‘to'-infinitive or ‘-ing' clauses 166
84 Verbs with other types of clauses 168

The passive

85 The passive voice 170
86 ‘I’ as impersonal subject 172
87 ‘There' as impersonal subject 174

Reporting

88 Report structures: ‘that’-clauses 176
89 Other report structures 178

SENTENCE STRUCTURE

90 Time clauses 180

91 Conditiona! clauses using ‘if’ 182

92 Conditional clauses using modals and
‘unless’ 184

93 Purpose and reason clauses 186

94 Result clauses 188

95 Contrast clauses 190

96 Manner clauses 192

97 Defining relative clauses 194

98 Non-defining relative clauses 196

99 Changing the focus of a sentence 198

100 Cohesion: making connections in speech and
writing 200

Appendix: Verb forms 202

Bank of further exercises 204
See next page for full details

Index 233




Bank of further exercises - contents

Numbers in bold are exercise numbers. At the Bank, each exercise has a cross-reference back to the

relevant Unit and paragraph.

The noun group

1 Plural nouns 204

2 Reflexive pronouns 204

3 Indefinitive pronouns 204

4 Determiners 205

5 'a, an, the’ 205

6 ‘all of 205

7 ‘all, none, both, neither’ 205

8 Position of adjectives 206

9 Adjectives ending in -ing’ 206

10 Comparative adjectives 206

11 Superlative adjectives 206

12 Comparative adjectives and other ways of
comparing 207

13 Possession 207

14 Nouns with prepositions 207

15 Nouns with ‘to’-infinitive clauses 208

16-19 Review of the noun group 208

Adverbials

20 Position of adverbials 209
21 Adverbials of time 210
22-23 Adverbials of degree 210
24 Prepositions of place 211
25-27 Review of adverbials 211

The verb group

28 Past simple and past perfect 212
29 Past continuous 213

30 Continuous tenses 213

31 Talking about the past 213
32--33 Reporting the past 214

34 Questions 214

35 ‘Wh-'words 215

36 Question tags 215

vi

37 Indirect questions 215
38 The imperative 216
39 Statements, questions, and commands 216
40-42 Could — possibility 216
43 Must, must have — probability and
certainty 217
44-46 Can, be able to, could have — ability 218
47 Might — suggestions 219
48 | wish — wants and wishes 219
49-50 Ought to have, had better — mild obligation
and advice 219
51 Verbs with two objects 220
52 Common verbs with nouns for actions 220
53-54 Verbs with prepositions 220
55-56 Phrasal verbs 221
87 Linkverbs 222
58-60 Verbs with -ing’ clauses 222
61-62 Verbs with ‘to’-infinitive clauses 223
63 Verbs with ‘to'-infinitive or ‘-ing’ clauses 224
6465 Verbs with other types of clauses 224
66 The passive voice 224
67 ‘It as impersonal subject 225
68 ‘There' as impersonal subject 225
69-70 Reporting 225
71 Review of tenses 226
72-74 Review of mood 227
75—-76 Review of modals 228

Sentence structure

77 Time clauses 228

78 Conditional clauses 229

79-80 Purpose and reason clauses 229
81-82 Result clauses 230

83-84 Contrast clauses 231

85 Defining relative clauses 232

86 Changing the focus of a sentence 232



Introduction

collection of English texts, and find out how people are actually using

the language. We pick the most important points and we show how the
words and phrases are used by quoting actua! examples from our text
collection. As a student of English, you can be sure that you are presented
with real English, as it is actually used.

The COBUILD approach to grammar is simple and direct. We study a large

In this book we give explanations of the most important, frequent, and
typical points of English grammar along with a iot of practice material so
that you can put the knowledge to use immediately. This makes the book
suitable both as a classroom text, and also for private study. Thisis a
grammar of meanings as well as structures. The exercises help you to link
the meanings and structures, not just to practise the structures. There are
two editions available: with or without a key to the exercises.

The grammar is often very direct and easy to understand. Sometimes
English speakers and writers prefer a simple structure and only very
advanced students need to know more than that. At other times we give
more details, because they are necessary for clear understanding and
accurate usage.

This book has developed from the same database which was used in the
Collins Cobuild English Grammar. Our first grammar book has been well
received, and we are continuing full scale research on grammar in order to
be ever more accurate and relevant to the needs of the teacher and
student.

| would be very glad to have your comments on this book, especially on how
useful you find it. It is designed for use by anyone who has enough English
to understand the explanations, which we expect to be intermediate and
above.

John Sinclair

Editor in Chief

Cobuild

Professor of Modern English Language
University of Birmingham

vii



How to use the Grammar

Thisbook is designed so that you can find the answers to particular problems
of English grammar. You are not expected to start at Unit 1 and study the
Units one by one, or to study a whole Unit at a time. Different people have
different problems, so they need to look at different points in different Units.

Finding what
you want

Contents

There is a compiete list of contents on pages iv to v. This gives the
numbers and titles of all the Units. The Units are grouped under various
headings to help you, for example ‘Nouns', ‘Prepositions’, and ‘Modals'.

Index

There is an Index at the back of the book on pages 233 to 240. The Index is
an alphabetical list of grammar points covered in this book. For each point,
the Index gives the Unit number and paragraph number where the point is
explained. Grammar terms such as ‘adjectives’, ‘nouns’, and ‘verbs’ are in
bold letters. The ideas that you can express, such as ‘ability’ and ‘certainty’,
are also in bold letters. The actual words and forms explained in the
grammar, such as ‘able’ and ‘this’, are in italic letters. So you can find the
point you want by looking in the index.

Glossary

There is a Glossary on pages x to xiv. The Glossary explains the meaning of
the grammar terms used in this book, with examples. The terms are listed
in alphabetical order. If you are not sure what a term means, you can look
at the Glossary.

viii

Using the
grammar units

Each Unit has two parts. The left-hand page contains the explanation of the
grammar rules and patterns. The right-hand page contains practice
material.

Left-hand pages

Main points

The left-hand page has two columns. At the top of the first column you will
find a section headed ‘Main points’. This is a summary of the important
information given in the Unit. Each Main point is introduced by a large bold
dot. You will find more detailed information about the point in the
numbered paragraphs on the same page.



Numbered paragraphs
The rest of the left hand-page is divided into numbered paragraphs. These
give more detailed information about the topic covered in the Unit.

Example sentences

Each point is illustrated with example sentences printed in italic letters.
When particular words in the example sentences show the point that is
being explained, the words are undertined.

Lists

With many rules and patterns, a number of words are used in the same
way. When this is the case, a list of words is given. For some points, a
complete list of the words would be very long, so only the commonest
words are included.

Warnings

Some points of English grammar frequently cause learners to make
mistakes. Sometimes they are exceptions to a rule. Sometimes the rules
are different in other languages. We have used the label ‘WARNING’ before
such points.

Cross-references
Sometimes, more information about a rule or pattern is contained in
another Unit. When this is the case, we tell you which Unit to refer to.

Right-hand pages

The right-hand page contains practice material for you to do. There are
many different types of exercise, so you shouid read the instructions
carefully. A bold triangle at the bottom of the page followed by the word
‘Bank’ indicates that you will find more practice material on the same topic
in the ‘Bank of further exercises’ at the back of the book.

Model answers
For each exercise, the first answer has been supplied. You can use this as
a model for the rest of the exercise.

Bank of further
exercises

The Bank of further exercises is at the back of the book. Some of the
exercises relate to a particular Unit, and the Unit or paragraph number is
given. Other exercises have been designed to give you more general
grammar practice. )

Key to
exercises

In the Self-study edition, a Key to all the exercises is given at the back of
the book.



Glossary of grammar terms

Note: entries in bold are terms used in this grammar.

abstract noun a noun used to refer to a quality,
idea, feeling, or experience, rather than a physical
object; EG size, reason, joy.

active voice verb groups such as ‘gives’, ‘took’, ‘has
made’, which are used when the subject of the verb
is the person or thing doing the action or
responsible for it. Compare with passive voice.

adjective a word used to tell you more about a
person or thing, such as their appearance, colour,
size, or other qualities; EG ...a pretty blue dress.

adjunct another name for adverbial.

adverb a word that gives more information about
when, how, where, or in what circumstances
something happens; EG quickly. now.

adverbial an adverb, or an adverb phrase,
prepositional phrase, or noun group which does
the same job as an adverb, giving more
information about when, how, where, or in what
circumstances something happens; G then, very
quickly, in the street, the next day.

adverbial of degree an adverbia! which indicates
the amount or extent of a feeling or quality; EG She
felt extremely tired.

adverbial of duration an adverbial which indicates
how long something continues or lasts; EG He lived
in London for six years.

adverbial of frequency an adverbial which
indicates how often something happens; €6 She
sometimes goes to the cinema.

adverbial of manner an adverbial which indicates
the way in which something happens or is done; EG
She watched carefully.

adverbial of place an adverbial which gives more
information about position or direction; G They are
upstairs... Move closer.

adverbial of probabllity an adverbial which gives
more information about how sure you are about
something; EG /'ve probably lost it.

adverbial of time an adverbial which gives more
information about when something happens: EG /
saw her yesterday.

adverb phrase two adverbs used together; 6 She
spoke very quietly... He did not play well enough to
win.

affirmative a clause or sentence in the affirmative
has the subject followed by the verb.

apostrophe s an ending ('s) added to a noun to
indicate possession; EG ... Harriet’s daughter... the
professor’s husband... the Managing Director’s
secretary.

article see definite article, indefinite article.

auxiliary another name for auxiliary verb.

X

auxiliary verb one of the verbs ‘be’, ‘have’, and ‘do’
when they are used with a main verb to form
tenses, negatives, and questions. Some grammars
include modals in the group of auxiliary verbs.

base form the form of a verb without any endings
added to it, which is used in the ‘to’-infinitive and
for the imperative; G walk, go, have, be. The base
form is the form you look up in a dictionary.

cardinal number a number used in counting; EG
one, seven, nineteen.

clause a group of words containing a verb. See also
main clause and subordinate clause.

collective noun a noun that refers to a group of
people or things, which can be used with a singular
or plural verb; EG committee, team, family.

comparative an adjective or adverb with -er’ on the
end or ‘more’ in front of it; Ea slower, more
important, more carefully.

complement a noun group or adjective, which
comes after a link verb such as ‘be’, and gives
more information about the subject of the clause;
EG She is a teacher... She is tired.

complex sentence a sentence consisting of a
main clause and a subordinate clause; G She
wasn't thinking very quickly because she was tired.

compound sentence a sentence consisting of two
or more main clauses linked by ‘and’, ‘or’ or ‘but’;
EG They picked her up and took her into the house.

contrast clause a subordinate clause, usually
introduced by ‘although’ or ‘in spite of the fact
that’, which contrasts with a main clause; EG
Although | like her, | find her hard to talk to.

conditional clause a subordinate clause, usuaily
starting with ‘if or ‘unless’, which is used to talk
about possible situations and their results; eG They
would be rich if they had taken my advice... We’'ll
go to the park, unless it rains.

conjunction a word such as ‘and’, ‘because’, or
‘nor’, that links two clauses, groups, or words.

continuous tense a tense which contains a form of
the verb ‘be’ and a present participle; EG She was
laughing... They had been playing badminton.

coordinating conjunction a conjunction such as
‘and’, ‘but’, or ‘or’, which links two main clauses.

count noun a noun which has both singular and
plural forms; EG dog/dogs, lemor/lemons, foot/
feet.

countable noun another name for count noun.

declarative another name for affirmative.



defining relative clause

Glossary

modal

defining relative clause a relative clause which
identifies the person or thing that is being talked
about. €6 ...the lady who lives next door... | wrote
down everything that she said.

definite article the determiner ‘the’.

delexical verb a common verb such as ‘give’,
‘have’, ‘'make’, or ‘take’, which has very little
meaning in itself and is used with a noun as object
that describes the action; EG She gave a small
cry... I've just had a bath.

demonstrative one of the words ‘this’, ‘that’,
these’, and ‘those’; &G ...this woman... ... that
tree... That looks interesting... This is fun.

descriptive adjective an adjective which describes
a person or thing, for example indicating their size,
age, shape, or colour, rather than expressing your
opinion of that person or thing. Compare with
opinion adjective.

determiner one of a group of words including ‘the’,
‘a’, ‘some’, and ‘my’, which are used at the
beginning of a noun group.

direct object a noun group referring to the person
or thing affected by an action, in a clause with a
verb in the active voice; EG She wrote her name... |
shut the windows.

direct speech the actual words spoken by
someone.

ditransitive verb another name for a verb with two
objects, such as ‘give’, ‘take’, or ‘sell’; e She gave
me a kiss.

double-transitive verb another name for a verb
with two objects.

‘-ed’ adjective an adjective which has the same
form as the -ed’ form of a regular verb, or the past
participle of an irregular verb. G ...boiled
potatoes... ... a broken wing.

‘-ed’ form the form of a regular verb used for the
past simple and for the past participle.

ellipsis the leaving out of words when they are
obvious from the context.

emphasizing adverb an adverb such as
‘absolutely’ or ‘utterly’, which modifies adjectives
that express extreme qualities, such as
‘astonishing’ and ‘wonderful’; EG You were
absolutely wonderful.

ergative verb a verb which is both transitive and
intransitive in the same meaning. The object of the
transitive use is the subject of the intransitive use;
EG He boiled a kettle... The kettle boiled.

first person see person.

gerund another name for the -ing’ form when it is
used as a noun.

‘if'-clause see conditional clause.
imperative the form of a verb used when giving
orders and commands, which is the same as its

base form; ec Come here... Take two tablets every
four hours... Enjoy yourself.

impersonal ‘It’ ‘it’ used as an impersonal subject to
introduce new information. €6 It’s raining... It's ten
o'clock. :

indefinite article the determiners ‘a’ and ‘an’.

indefinite adverb a small group of adverbs
including ‘anywhere’ and ‘somewhere’ which are
used to indicate place in a general way.

indefinite pronoun a smali group of pronouns
including ‘someone’ and ‘anything’ which are used
to refer to people or things without saying exactly
who or what they are.

indirect object an object used with verbs that take
two objects. For example, in ‘I gave him the pen’
and ‘I gave the pen to him', ‘him’ is the indirect
object and ‘pen’ is the direct object. Compare
direct object.

indirect question a question used to ask for
information or help; EG Do you know where Jane
is?... | wonder which hotel it was.

indirect speech the words you use to report what
someone has said, rather than using their actual
words. Also called reported speech.

infinitive the base form of a verb; e / wanted to
go... She helped me dig the garden.

‘-Ing’ adjective an adjective which has the same
form as the present participle of a verb; EG ...a
smiling face... ... a winning streak.

‘-ing’ form a verb form ending in *-ing’ which is used
to form verb tenses, and as an adjective or a noun.
Aiso called the present participle.

Interrogative pronoun one of the pronouns ‘who’,
‘whose’, ‘whom’, ‘what’, and ‘which’, when they are
used to ask questions.

interrogative sentence a sentence in the formof a
question.

intransitive verb a verb which does not take an
object; G She arrived... | was yawning.

irregular a word or form which does not follow the
normal rules.

irregular verb a verb that has three forms or five
forms, or whose forms do not follow the normal
rules.

link verb a verb which takes a complement rather
than an object; EG be, become, seem, appear.

main clause a clause which does not depend on
another clause, and is not part of another clause.

main verb ail verbs which are not auxiliaries or
modals.

manner clause a subordinate clause which
describes the way in which something is done,
usually introduced with ‘as’ or ‘like’; eG She talks
like her mother used to.

modal a verb such as ‘can’, ‘might’, or ‘will’, which is
always the first word in a verb group and is
followed by the base form of a verb. Modals are

Xi



mood

Glossary

purpose clause

used to express requests, offers, suggestions,

wishes, intentions, politeness, possibility,

probability, certainty, obligation, and so on.
mood the mood of a clause is the way in which the

verb forms are used to show whether the clause is
" astatement, command, or question.

negative a negative clause, question, sentence, or
statement is one which has a negative word such
as ‘not’, and indicates the absence or opposite of
something, or is used to say that something is not
the case; EG / don't know you... I'll never forget.
Compare with positive.

negative word a word such as ‘never’, ‘no’, ‘not’,
‘nothing’, or ‘nowhere’, which makes a clause,
question, sentence, or statement negative.

non-defining relative clause a reiative clause
which gives more information about someone or
something, but which is not needed to identify
them because we already know who or what they
are; EG That’s Mary, who was at university with me.
Compare with defining relative clause.

non-finite clause a ‘to’-infinitive clause, ‘-ed’
clause, or -ing’ clause.

noun a word which refers to people, things, ideas,
feelings, or qualities E6 woman, Harry, guilt.

noun group a group of words which acts as the
subject, complement, or object of a verb, or as the
object of a preposition.

object a noun group which refers to a person or
thing that is affected by the action described by a
verb. Compare with subject. Prepositions aiso have
noun groups as objects.

object pronoun one of a set of pronouns including
‘me’, ‘him’, and ‘them’, which are used as the
object of a verb or preposition. Object pronouns
are also used as complements after ‘be’; G / hit
him... It's me.

opinion adjective an adjective which you use to
express your opinion of a person or thing, rather
than just describing them. Compare with
descriptive adjective.

ordinal number a number used to indicate where
something comes in an order or sequence; EG first,
fifth, tenth, hundredth.

participle a verb form used for making different
tenses. Verbs have two participles, a present
participle and a past participle.

particle an adverb or preposition which combines
with verbs to form phrasal verbs.

passive voice verb groups such as ‘was given’,
‘were taken’, ‘had been made’, which are used
when the subject of the verb is the person or thing
that is affected by the action. Compare with active
voice. ~

past form the form of a verb, often ending in ‘-ed’,
which is used for the past simple tense.

xii

past participle a verb form which is used to form
perfect tenses and passives. Some past
participles are also used as adjectives. EG
watched, broken, swum.

past tense see tense.

perfect tense see tense.

person one of the three classes of peopie who can
be involved in something that is said. The person
who is speaking or writing is called the first
person. The people who are listening or reading
are called the second person. The people or things
that are being talked about are called the third
person.

personal pronoun one of the group of words
including ‘I', 'you', and ‘me’, which are used to refer
back to yourself, the people you are talking to, or
the people or things you are talking about. See
also object pronoun and subject pronoun.

phrasal verb a combination of a verb and a
particle, which together have a different meaning
to the verb on its own; EG back down, hand over,
look forward to.

plural the form of a count noun or verb, which is

. used to refer to or talk about more than one person
or thing; eGc Dogs have ears... The women were
outside.

plural noun a noun which is normally used only in
the plural form; G trousers, scissors.

positive a positive clause, question, sentence, or
statement is one which does not contain a
negative word such as ‘not’.

possessive one of the determiners ‘my’, ‘your’,
‘his’, ‘her’, ‘its’, ‘our’, or ‘their’, which is used to
show that one person or thing belongs to another;
EG your car.

possessive adjective another name for
possessive.

possessive pronoun one of the pronouns ‘mine’,
‘yours', ‘hers’, ‘his’, ‘ours’, or ‘theirs’.

preposition a word such as ‘by’, ‘with’ or ‘from’,
which is always followed by a noun group.

prepositional phrase a structure consisting of a
preposition followed by a noun group as its object;
EG on the table, by the sea.

present participle see ‘-ing' form.

present tense see tense.

pronoun a word which you use instead of a noun,
when you do not need or want to name someone or
something directly; €6 it, you, none.

progressive tense another name for continuous
tense.

proper noun a noun which is the name of a
particular person, place, organization, or building.
Proper nouns are always written with a capital
letter; G Nigel, Edinburgh, the United Nations,
Christmas.

purpose clause a subordinate clause which is used
to talk about the intention that someone has when



qualifier

Glossary

tense

they do something; eG / came here in order to ask
you out to dinner.

qualifier a word or group of words, such as an
adjective, prepositional phrase, or relative clause,
which comes after a noun and gives more
information about it; €G ...the person involved...
...a book with a blue cover... ... the shop that |
went into.

question a sentence which normally has the verb in
front of the subject, and which is used to ask
someone about something; EG Have you any
money?

question tag an auxifiary or modal with a pronoun,
which is used to turn a statement into a question. EG
He'svery friendly, isn’t he?... | cancome, can't1?

reason clause a subordinate clause, usually
introduced by ‘because’, ‘since’, or ‘as’, which is
used to explain why something happens or is done;
£G Since you're here, we’ll start.

reciprocal verb a verb which describes an action
which involves two people doing the same thing to
each other; G I met you at the dance... We've met
one another before... They met in the street.

reflexive pronoun a pronoun ending in ‘-self’ or
‘-selves’, such as ‘myself’ or ‘themselves’, which
you use as the object of a verb when you want to
say that the object is the same person or thing as
the subject of the verb in the same clause. €6 He
hurt himself.

refiexive verb a verb which is normally used with a
reflexive pronoun as object; 6 He contented
himself with the thought that he had the only set of
Keys.

regular verb a verb that has four forms, and follows
the normal rules.

relative clause a subordinate clause which gives
more information about someone or something
mentioned in the main clause. See also defining
relative clause and non-defining relative clause.

relative pronoun ‘that’ or a ‘wh’-word such as ‘who’
or ‘which’, when it is used to introduce a relative
clause; eG ...the girl who was carrying the bag.

reported clause the clause in a report structure
which indicates what someone has said; EG She
said that I couldn’t see her.

reported question a question which is reported
using a report structure rather than the exact
words used by the speaker. See also indirect
question.

reported speech the words you use to report what
someone has said, rather than using their actuai
words. Also called indirect speech.

reporting clause the clause in a report structure
which contains the reporting verb.

reporting verb a verb which describes what people
say or think; EG suggest, say, wonder.

report structure a structure which is used to report

what someone says or thinks, rather than
repeating their exact words; eG She told me she’'d
be late.

result clause a subordinate clause introduced by
‘'so’, ‘so...that’, or ‘'such...(that)’, which indicates
the resulit of an action or.situation; g6 / don'’t think
there’s any more news, so I'll finish.

second person see person.

semi-modal a term used by some grammars to
refer to the verbs ‘dare’, ‘need’, and ‘used to’,
which behave like modalis in some structures.

sentence a group of words which express a
statement, question, or command. A sentence
usually has a verb and a subject, and may be a
simple sentence with one clause, or a compound
or complex sentence with two or more clauses. In
writing, a sentence has a capitali letter at the
beginning and a full-stop, question mark, or
exclamation mark at the end.

short form a form in which one or more letters are
omitted and two words are joined together, for
example an auxiliary or modal and ‘not’, or a
subject pronoun and an auxiiiary or modal; EG
aren’t, couldn't, he'd, I'm, it’s, she’s.

simple tense a present or past tense formed
without using an auxiliary verb; €6 / wait... she
sang.

singular the form of a count noun or verb which is
used to refer to or talk about one person or thing;
EG A dog was in the back of the car... That woman
is my mother.

singular noun a noun which is normally used only
in the singular form; €G the sun, a bath.

strong verb another name for irregular verb.

subject the noun group in a clause that refers to the
person or thing who does the action expressed by
the verb; e We were going shopping.

subject pronoun one of the set of pronouns
including ‘', ‘she’, and ‘they’, which are used as
the subject of a verb. .

subordinate clause a clause which must be used
with @ main clause and is not usually used alone,
for example a time clause, conditional clause,
relative clause, or result clause, and which begins
with a subordinating conjunction such as ‘because’
or ‘while’.

subordinating conjunction a conjunction such as
‘although’, ‘as if’, ‘because’ or ‘while’, which you
use to begin a subordinate clause.

superlative an adjective or adverb with ‘-est’ on the
end or ‘most’ in front of it; EG thinnest, quickest,
most beautiful.

tag question a statement to which a question tag
has been added; eG She’s quiet, isn't she?

tense the form of a verb which shows whether you
are referring to the past, present, or future.
future ‘will’ or ‘shall’ with the base form of the verb,
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‘that’-clause

Glossary

‘yes/no’-question

used to refer to future events; e She will come
tomorrow.

future continuous ‘will’ or ‘shall’ with ‘be’ and a
present participle, used to refer to future events;
£G She will be going soon.

future perfect ‘will’ or ‘shail’ with ‘have’ and a past
participle, used to refer to future events; eG /
shall have finished by tomorrow.

future perfect continuous ‘will’ or ‘shall’ with ‘have
been’ and a present participle, used to refer to
future events; G / will have been walking for
three hours by then.

past simple the past form of a verb, used to refer
to past events: eG They waited.

past continuous ‘was’ or ‘were’ with a present
participle, usually used to refer to past events. €6
They were worrying about it yesterday.

past perfect ‘had’ with a past participle, used to
refer to past events; 6 She had finished.

past perfect continuous ‘had been’ with a present
participle, used to refer to past events; eG He had
been waiting for hours.

present simple the base form and the third person
singular form of a verb, usually used to refer to
present events; EG / like bananas... My sister
hates them.

present continuous the present simple of ‘be’ with
a present participle, usually used to refer to
present events; EG Things are improving.

present perfect ‘have’ or ‘has’ with a past
participle, used to refer to past events which
exist in the present; EG She has loved him for ten
years.

present perfect continuous ‘have been’ or ‘has
been’ with a present participle, used to refer to
past events which continue in the present; ec We
have been sitting here for hours.

‘that’-clause a clause starting with ‘that’, used
mainly when reporting what someone has said; G
She said that she'd wash up for me.

Xiv

third person see person.

time clause a subordinate ciause which indicates
the time of an event; G I'll phone you when | get
back.

time expression a noun group used as an adverbial
of time; EG /ast night, the day after tomorrow, the
next time.

‘to’-infinitive the base form of a verb preceded by
‘to’; EG to go, to have, to jump.

transitive verb a verb which takes an object; EG
She’s wasting her money.

uncount noun a noun which has only one form,
takes a singular verb, and is not used with ‘a’ or
numbers. Uncount nouns often refer to
substances, qualities, feelings, activities, and
abstract ideas. EG coal, courage, anger, help, fun.

verb a word which is used with a subject to say what
someone or something does, or what happens to
them; EG sing, spill, die.

verb group a main verb, or a main verb with one or
more auxiliaries, a modal, or a modal and an
auxiliary, which is used with a subject to say what
someone does, or what happens to them; e /'l
show them... She's been sick.

‘wh'-question a question which expects the answer
to give more information than just ‘yes’ or ‘no’. €6
What happened?... Where did he go? Compare
with ‘yes/no’-question.

‘wh’-word one of a group of words starting with ‘wh-’,
such as ‘what’, ‘when’ or ‘who’, which are used in
‘wh'-questions. ‘How' is also called a ‘wh’-word
because it behaves like the other ‘wh’-words.

‘yes/no’-questlon a question which can be
answered by just ‘yes’ or ‘'no’, without giving any
more information; 6 Would you like some more
tea? Compare with ‘wh’-question.
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Unit 1 Clause and sentence structure

Main points

e Simple sentences have one clause.

e Clauses usually consist of a noun group
as the subject, and a verb group.

e Clauses can also have another noun
group as the object or complement.

e Clauses can have an adverbial, also
called an adjunct.

e Changing the order of the words in a
clause can change its meaning.

e Compound sentences consist of two or
more main clauses. Complex sentences
always include a subordinate clause, as
well as one or more main clauses.

1 A simple sentence has one clause, beginning
with a noun group called the subject. The subject is
the person or thing that the sentence is about. This
is followed by a verb group, which tells you what the
subject is doing, or describes the subject’s
situation.

I waited.
The girl screamed.

2 The verb group may be followed by another noun
group, which is called the object. The object is the
person or thing affected by the action or situation.

He opened the car door.
She married a young engineer.

After link verbs like ‘be’, ‘become’, ‘feel’, and ‘seem’,
the verb group may be followed by a noun group or
an adjective, called a complement. The complement
tells you more about the subject.

She was a doctor.
He was angry.

3 The verb group, the object, or the complement
can be followed by an adverb or a prepositional
phrase, called an adverbial. The adverbial tells you
more about the action or situation, for example how,
when, or where it happens. Adverbials are also
called adjuncts.

They shouted loudly.
She won the competition last week.
He was a policeman in Birmingham.

2

4 The word order of a clause is different when the
clause is a statement, a question, or a command.

He speaks English very well. (statement)
Did she win at the Olympics? (question)
Stop her. (command)

Note that the subject is omitted in commands, so
the verb comes first.

5 A compound sentence has two or more main
clauses: that is, clauses which are equally
important. You join them with ‘and’, ‘but’, or ‘or’.

He met Jane at the station and went shopping.
I wanted to go but | felt too ill.
You can come now or you can meet us there later.

Note that the order of the two clauses can change
the meaning of the sentence.

He went shopping and met Jane at the station.

If the subject of both clauses is the same, you
usually omit the subject in the second clause.

I wanted to go but felt too ill.

6 A complex sentence contains a subordinate
clause and at least one main clause. A subordinate
clause gives information about a main clause, and
is introduced by a conjunction such as ‘because’,
‘if', that’, or a ‘wh’-word. Subordinate clauses can
come before, after, or inside the main clause.

When he stopped, no one said anything.
If you want, I'll teach you.

They were going by car because it was more
comfortable.
I told him that nothing was going to happen to me.

The car that | drove was a Ford.
The man who came into the room was small.




Unit 1 Practice

A Change the meaning of these sentences by changing the subject and the object.

1
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John loves Mary. / Mary loves John.

C Read the following sentences and write down their structure using the letters S (for Subject), V (for Verb),
O (for Object), and A (for Adverbial).

1 The dog bit Peter very badly. / S+V+0+>4 ..................................................................
2 Bl TANFASE. / ..o e
3 late some fish and CRIPS fOr SUPPEI. / ...vviiiiiiiieiiiiee e
4 Weall WeNTthOME. / ...ooooiiiiiiiiii e e
5 Most of my friends enjoyed the 8ame JaSt WEEK. / ...............o.ouummmue e
6 JONN SAW Fred YeSterday. / ........coooiiiiuiiiic e e

D Change these sentences from negative statements to negative questions.

1
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They don't live near here. / ... Jont they live near heve?



Unit 2 The noun group

Main points

e Noun groups can be the subject, object,
or compiement of a verb, or the object
of a preposition.

e Noun groups can be nouns on their own,
but often include other words such as
determiners, numbers, and adjectives.

e Noun groups can also be pronouns.

e Singular noun groups take singular
verbs, plural noun groups take plural
verbs.

1 Noun groups are used to say which people or
things you are talking about. They can be the
subject or object of a verb.

Strawberries are very expensive now.
Keith likes strawberries.

A noun group can also be the compiement of a link
verb such as ‘be’, ‘become’, ‘feel’, or ‘seem’.

She became champion in 1964.
He seemed a nice man.

A noun group can be used after a preposition, and is
often called the object of the preposition.

| saw him in town.
She was very ill for six months.

2 A noun group can be a noun on its own, but it
often includes other words. A noun group can have a
determiner such as ‘the’ or ‘a’. You put determiners
at the beginning of the noun group.

The girls were not in the house.
He was eating an apple.

3 A noun group can include an adjective. You
usually put the adjective in front of the noun.

He was using blue ink.

! like living in a big city.

Sometimes you can use another noun in front of the
noun.

I like chocolate cake.
She wanted a job in the oil industry.

A noun with 's (apostrophe s) is used in front of
another noun to show who or what something
belongs to or is connected with.

| held Sheila’s hand very tightly.
He pressed a button on the ship's radio.

4

4 A noun group can also have an adverbial, a
relative clause, or a ‘to’-infinitive clause after it,
which makes it more precise.

| spoke to a girl in a dark grey dress.
She wrote to the man who employed me.
| was trying to think of a way to stop him.

A common adverbial used after a nounis a
prepositional phrase beginning with ‘of'.

He tied the rope to a large block of stone.
The front door of the house was wide open.
| hated the idea of leaving him alone.

Participies and some adjectives can also be used
after a noun. See Units 19 and 29.

She pointed to the three cards lying on the table.
He is the only man available.

5 Numbers come after determiners and before
adjectives.

| had to pay a thousand dollars.
Three tall men came out of the shed.

6 A noun group can aiso be a pronoun. You often
use a pronoun when you are referring back to a
person or thing that you have aiready mentioned.

I've got two boys, and they both enjoy playing football.

You also use a pronoun when you do not know who
the person or thing is, or do not want to be precise.

Someone is coming to mend it tomorrow.

7 A noun group can refer to one or more people or
things. Many nouns have a singular form referring to
one person or thing, and a plural form referring to
more than one person or thing. See Unit 4.

My dog never bites people.
She likes dogs.

Similarly, different pronouns are used in the
singular and in the plural.

lam going home now.
We want more money.

When a singular noun group is the subject, it takes a
singular verb. When a plural noun group is the
subject, it takes a plural verb.

His son plays football for the school.
Her letters are always very short.



Unit 2 Practice

A Expand the noun group in these sentences by adding the words given.

:

1 There’s a man.
There’s an old man. (old) '

.There’s. an old man standing by the bus siop. ... standing by the bus stop)
..There’s an old man with an umbrella standing by #he bus stop. . with an umbrella)

...................................................... feriiveniiinniie L (running out of the shop)
........................................................................................................ . (carrying a bone)
3 There's a man.

................................................................................ . (with a knife in his hand)

....................................................................................................... . (running after the dog)

4 There's a woman.

................................................................................ . (with long hair)

................................................................................................ . (standing outside the shop)

B Complete the following by adding these ‘to'-infinitives.

to carry tocatch todo to drive through towear to meet
to post toplay toread tovisit to eat

1 I'mhungry. | haven't had anything ..*0.€4¢%

He's very busy. He hasa lot of work .............oocvvvviviieniiiieni, .

It's a wonderful place for children ...............coooiiiiiiii, .

I mustn’t be late. | have some important people ...........evveueeeiiieeiie .

Can you call at the post office? There are a few letters ........ovvveveeeeeeeeee e, .
When | am traveliing | always take @ g00d bOOK ...........ovvvveeeuiiiieiisii .

If I'm going to the party I must buy @ new dress ............coovvvveieeeeeenieen i .

I'lt have to take a taxi. I've g0t tOO MUCh [UBEAZE .....cooevvrveeeeiiiieeeeea .

I'll have to leave now. Thave atrain ..............cooooveeieenien . .

Oxford is awonderfulplace ..................cooevveviinineennn.., , but it’s a dreadful place
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Unit 3 The verb group

Main points

® |n a clause, the verb group usually
comes after the subject and always has
a main verb.

e The main verb has several different
forms.

e Verb groups can also include one or two
auxiliaries, or a modal, or a modal and
one or two auxiliaries.

e The verb group changes in negative
clauses and questions.

e Some verb groups are followed by an
adverbial, a complement, an object, or
two objects.

1 The verb group in a clause is used to say what is
happening in an action or situation. You usually put
the verb group immediately after the subject. The
verb group always includes a main verb.

I waited.
They killed the elephants.

2 Regular verbs have four forms: the base form,
the third person singular form of the present simple,
the “-ing’ form or present participle, and the *-ed’
form used for the past simple and for the past
participle.

ask o asks o asking > asked
try > tries o trying < tried
reach = reaches o reaching = reached
dance o dances = dancing = danced
dip o dips = dipping = dipped

Irregular verbs may have three forms, four forms, or
five forms. Note that ‘be’ has eight forms.

cost o costs
think = thinks o thinking = thought

swim => swims > swimming > swam > swum
be = am/is/arec> being = was/were o been

> costing

See the Appendix for details of verb forms.

3 The main verb can have one or two auxiliaries in
front of it.

I had met him in Zermatt.
The car was being repaired.

6

The main verb can have a modal in front of it.

You can go now.
1 would like to ask you a question.

The main verb can have a modal and one or two
auxiliaries in front of it.

I could have spent the whole year on it.
She would have been delighted to see you.

4 In negative clauses, you have to use a modal or
auxiliary and put ‘not’ after the first word of the verb
group.

He does not speak English very well.

I was not smiling.

It could not have been wrong.

Note that you often use short forms rather than ‘not’.

I didn’t know that.
He couldn’t see it.

5 In ‘yes/no’ questions, you have to put an auxiliary
or modal first, then the subject, then the rest of the
verb group.

Did you meet George?
Couldn’t you have been a bit quieter?

In ‘wh’-questions, you put the ‘wh’-word first. If the
‘wh’-word is the subject, you put the verb group next.

Which came first?
Who could have done it?

If the ‘wh’-word is the object or an adverbial, you
must use an auxiliary or modal next, then the
subject, then the rest of the verb group.

What did you do?
Where could she be going?

6 Some verb groups have an object or two objects
after them. See Units 72 and 73.

He closed the door.
She sends you her love.

Verb groups involving link verbs, such as ‘be’, have a
complement after them. See Unit 80.

They were sailors.
She felt happy.

Some verb groups have an adverbial after them.

We walked through the park.
She put the letter on the table.




Unit 3 Practice

A Underline the main verbs in these sentences. The number in brackets tells you how many main verbs
there are.

Jack will kill the giant. (1)

We can come round tomorrow.(1)

I haven't heard from her since she went on holiday. (2)

I would have told her, if she had asked. (2)

Did you walk to school, or did you go on your bike? (2)

You could have stayed with us, if we had known you were coming. (3)

He said he didn't know who was coming. (3)

They woke up when they heard the noise. (2)

You must do what the boss tells you. (2)

Do you always do what the boss tells you? (2)
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B underline the auxiliaries.

1 tdon’t speak English very well. (1)
We haven't seen them. They weren’t at home when we called. (1)
We were playing tennis when the storm started. (1)
They are coming as soon as they have finished work. (2)
John had seen Mary just twice before. (1)
Do you live here or are you just visiting? (2)
Do you know each other or haven't you met before? (2)
Will you be coming early or are you arriving later? (2)
This cup has been broken. (2)
They will have been found by now. (2)
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C underline the modals.
1 Youwill get a good seat if you get there early. (1)
I'll ask Fred if he can help. (2)
Ken will certainly come if he can find the time. (2)
Could you keep quiet while we are trying to listen to the music? (1)
I would help you if | could. (2)
| suppose you should tell her as soon as you can. (2)
They might agree but on the other hand they might not. (2)
1 think they may come if they can find the time. (2)
You should have known that Jack would try to make trouble. (2)
They would probably have done it if they could have found the money. (2)
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Unit 4 Count nouns

Main points

e Count nouns have two forms, singular
and plural.

® They can be used with numbers.

e Singular count nouns always take a
determiner.

e Plural count nouns do not need a
determiner.

® Singular count nouns take a singular
verb and plural count nouns take a
plural verb.

In English, some things are thought of as individual
items that can be counted directly. The nouns which
refer to these countable things are called count
nouns. Most nouns in English are count nouns.

See Unit 6 for information on uncount nouns.

1 Count nouns have two forms. The singular form
refers to one thing or person.

...abook... ... the teacher.

The plural form refers to more than one thing or
person.

...books... ... some teachers.

2 You add ‘-8’ to form the piural of most nouns.

[ book = books school = schools

You add ‘-es’ to nouns ending in ‘-ss’, ‘-ch’, ‘-s', ‘-sh’,
or'-x'.

class = classes watch = watches
gas o gases dish o> dishes
fox o foxes

Some nouns ending in ‘-0’ add ‘-s', and some add

-e§.

photo = photos piano < pianos
hero <> heroes potato = potatoes

Nouns ending in a consonant and ‘-y’ change to
jes’.

country = countries lady < ladies
party o parties victory = victories

Nouns ending in a vowel and ‘-y’ add an ‘-s’.

boy o> boys day < days
key = keys valley o> valleys

Some common nouns have irregular plurals.

child < children fpot > feet
man = men mouse = mice
tooth = teeth woman > women

WAEININER Some nouns that end in ‘-s’ are uncount
nouns, for example ‘athietics’ and ‘physics’. See
Unit 6.

3 Count nouns can be used with numbers.

...one table... ... twocats... ... three hundred
pounds.

4 Singular count nouns cannot be used alone, but
always take a determiner such as ‘a’, ‘another’,
‘every’, or ‘the’.

We've killed a pig.

He was eating another apple.

She had read every book on the subject.

I parked the car over there.

5 Plural count nouns can be used with or without a
determiner. They do not take a determiner when
they refer to things or people in general.

Does the hotel have large rooms?
The film is not suitable for children.

Plural count nouns do take a determiner when they
refer precisely to particular things or people.

Our computers are very expensive.
These cakes are delicious.

See Unit 11 for more information on determiners.

6 When a count noun is the subject of a verb, a
singular count noun takes a singular verb.

My son likes playing football.
The address on the letter was wrong.

A plural count noun takes a plural verb.

Bigger cars cost more.
I thought more people were coming.

See also Unit 5 on collective nouns.




Unit 4 Practice

A Give the plurals of the following nouns.

cow LEOWS. child ... tooth ...
glass ... wish ... lory
story ...l friend ... bus ...
tomato  ............. parent ... monkey  .............
box ... piano  ............. house  .............
mouse  ............. key .. way e

B Rewrite these sentences in the plural.
Atrain is much quicker than a bus. / ... Y4ins are much quicker than buses.
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C Complete these sentences with a singular or plural count noun.

1 The...% Us ... stops right outside our house. (bus/ buses)

2 The .ocvviiiiiiiniinnnn. were waiting for me. (child / children)

3The .o, are in the cupboard. (dish/ dishes)

4 The ..ooveiiiiiieanan, have gone bad. (tomato / tomatoes)

5The...coooovvviniiinnnn, is full. (box/ boxes)

6 Doyouknowthe ..............ccvevee.e. that lives next door? (man/ men)

7 The i, who were here have gone home. (person/ people)

8 The dentist pulledoutthe ........................ that was hurting. (tooth / teeth)

9 Haveyouwashedthe........................ that were in the kitchen? (dish / dishes)
10 Doyouknowthe ..........cooevvvunnenns that delivers the newspapers? (boy / boys)

D Complete these sentences with a singular or a plural verb.

1 Thechildren ..4r€geting .. . ready for school. (is getting / are getting)

2 Mybrother ........c.ccivviiiinnnnn. in the army. (is/ are)

3 Thecake ......ocoeevvvieinvininennnn, delicious. (smell/ smells)

4 Themice ........ocovvvviiiviieniinannn, the cheese. (has eaten / have eaten)

5 The bookswebought ..............c.ocoeviiiniinnn very expensive. (was / were)

6 Did you notice the picturethat ..............cccoeveinniinnnn. on the wall? (was hanging / were hanging)

7 Theyoungmanyoumet .............cooeeevevinennnnn. to college with my sister. (go/ goes)

8 Thelettersyouposted..............cooviienvinnnn.n. wrongly addressed. (was / were)

9 The woman they were meeting ..............cccoevienvnnnen, telephoned to say she can’t come. (has/ have)
10 Mary and Peter, the couple | met lastweek, .......c.........cooivviennnns invited us to dinner. (has / have)

Alion is @ dangerous animal. / ......voiiiriiiiiii e e
A lawyer generally earns more than @ateacher. / ...........ooiiiiiiiiiii i
A computer is an expensive piece of @QUIPMENL. / . ......iii i
Astudent has to WOTK hard. / .....o.oiiii e e
A policeman only does wWhat he iS tOId. / ...t e
Acatis supposed to have NINE LIVES. / .....cooviiiriii e e,
Abus is the best way of getting INtOtOWN. / ...
Awoman tends to live I0Nger than @ MaN. / ..ot
A 800d book helps to Pass the tiMe. / ... e,



Unit 5 Singular, plural, and collective nouns

Main points

e Singular nouns are used only in the
singular, always with a determiner.

e Plural nouns are used only in the plural,
some with a determiner.

e Collective nouns can be used with
singular or plural verbs.

1 Some nouns are used in particular meanings in
the singular with a determiner, like count nouns, but
are not used in the plural with that meaning. They
are often called ‘singuiar nouns’.

Some of these nouns are normally used with ‘the’
because they refer to things that are unique.

air daytime moon sky
country | end past sun
countryside future sea wind
dark ground seaside world

The sun was shining.
| am scared of the dark.

Other singular nouns are normally used with ‘a’
because they refer to things that we usually talk.
about one at a time.

bath go ride snooze
chance jog run start
drink move shower walk
fight rest smoke wash

| went upstairs and had a wash.
Why don’t we go outside for a smoke?

2 Some nouns are used in particular meanings in
the plural with or without determiners, like count
nouns, but are not used in the singular with that
meaning. They are often called ‘plural nouns’.

His clothes looked terribly dirty.
Troops are being sent in today.

Some of these nouns are always used with
determiners.

activities
authorities

feelings pictures travels
likes sights

I went to the pictures with Tina.
You hurt his feelings.

Some are usually used without determiners.
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airs goods riches

expenses refreshments

Refreshments are available inside.
They have agreed to pay for travel and expenses.

[WARIMINIEH ‘Police’ is a plural noun, but does not
endin ‘g
The police were informed immediately.

3 A small group of plural nouns refer to single
items that have two linked parts. They refer to things
that people wear or tools that people use.

glasses pyjamas ~ scales
jeans shorts binoculars scissors
knickers tights pincers shears
pants trousers pliers tweezers

She was wearing brown trousers.
These scissors are sharp.

You can use ‘a pair of to make it clear you are
talking about one item, or a number with ‘pairs of’
when you are talking about several items.

| was sent out to buy a pair of scissors.
Liza had given me three pairs of jeans.

Note that you also use ‘a pair of with words such as
‘gloves’, ‘'shoes’, and ‘socks’ that you often talk
about in twos.

4 With some nouns that refer to a group of people
or things, the same form can be used with singular
or plural verbs, because you can think of the group
as a unit or as individuals. Similarly, you can use
singular or plural pronouns to refer back to them.
These nouns are often called ‘collective nouns'.

army enemy group staff
audience  family herd team
committee flock navy ~
company gang press data
crew government public media

Our little group is complete again.
The largest group are the boys.
Our family isn't poor any more.
My family are perfectly normal.

The names of many organizations and sports teams
are also collective nouns, but are normally used with
plural verbs in spoken English.

The BBC is showing the programme on Saturday.
The BBC are planning to use the new satellite.
Liverpool is leading 1-0.

Liverpool are attacking again.



Unit 5 Practice

A Usethe singular nouns below to complete the sentences which follow.

a bath ago adrink afight ajog arest
ashower amove awalk awash aride

I need some fresh air. | think I'll go out for ...4. walk . .. .

I'm going toliedownand have ........................ .

| haven'ttimefor ........................ Flljusthave ................o..... instead.
The children are covered in dirt. Theyneeda........................ .
Canlhave............cooeevivens on your bike?

He keeps fit by goingfor ........................ every evening.

This is thirsty work. Let's stopfor .............ccoevinens .

Bill's in trouble. He started ........................ and got himself arrested.

You can't succeed if you don'thave ........................ .

I'stimetogo. Let'smake ........................ .
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B use these plural nouns to complete the sentences that follow.

belongings clothes expenses feelings goods
holidays papers pictures refreshments sights

1 If1spend a lot of money, can ! claim ...EXPENSES .. ?

2 Britainneedstoexportmore ...............cceevviiinennnn. .

3 There was a short breakfor .............c..coooeiiiinn, .

4 MY i are soaking wet. | need to change.

5 He's very unhappy. You must have hurthis ................................ .
6 The kids aren’t at home. They'reontheir ..............ccooeiiiiininnn.. .

7 What's on at the cinema? | haven'tbeentothe ..................ceeeiinnt. for ages.
8 You're famous. | saw your picture inthe ..............c.cooiieinn. .
9 Hecarriesallhis ...........coevviiviiininn, with him in an old suitcase.

10 We took some time off to walk round the town andseethe ..................coecvenenenn.. .

C Use these collective nouns to complete the sentences that follow.

audience crew enemy family gang government media public staff team

1 Take cover.The ... EAEMY. ... . ... are attacking.

2 Doyou think Liverpool arethe best...............coccvvvivinnnns in Europe?

3 Dadisoutbuttherestofthe .............ccovveivninnnnnne, are at home.

4 The coooieeiiiiiiiiceeee has decided to increase taxes.

5 Theshipsankbutthe .............coooveviiiinini. are safe.

6 Theofficeisclosed.The ...............cooviinnnnn. are on strike.

7 The house was surrounded andthe .....................coenn. were arrested.

8 The....coeevnen e is much bigger than at last night's performance.

9 The railways should provide a better service for the travelling ........................oee. .

[
(=]

Some sports stars are very badly treated by the newspapersandother ................ccoevviiinnn .
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Unit 6 Uncount nouns

Main points

¢ Uncount nouns have only one form, and
take a singular verb.

e They are not used with ‘a’, or with
numbers.

& Some nouns can be both uncount nouns
and count nouns.

1 English speakers think that some things cannot
be counted directly. The nouns which refer to these
uncountable things are called uncount nouns.
Uncount nouns often refer to:

substances: coal food ice iron rice steel water
human qualltles: courage cruelty honesty patience
teelings: anger happiness joy pride relief respect
activitles: aid help sleep travel work

abstract Ideas: beauty death freedom fun life luck

The donkey needed food and water.

Soon, they lost patience and sent me to Durban.
| was greeted with shouts of joy.

All prices include travel to and from London.

We talked for hours about freedom.

See Unit 4 for information on count nouns.

2 Uncount nouns have only one form. They do not
have a plural form.

I needed help with my homework.
The children had great fun playing with the puppets.

RNl Some nouns which are uncount nouns
in English have plurals in other languages.

advice homework  machinery
baggage information money
equipment knowledge news
furniture luggage traffic

We want to spend more money on roads.
Soldiers carried so much equipment that they were
barely able to move.

3 Some uncount nouns end in ‘-s' and therefore
{ook like plural count nouns. They usually refer to:

subjects of study: mathematics physics
activities: athletics gymnastics

games: cards darts

llinesses: measles mumps
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Mathematics is too difficult for me.
Measles is in most cases a harmless iliness.

4 When an uncount noun is the subject of a verb,
it takes a singular verb.

Electricity is dangerous.
Intelligence develops very slowly in these children.
Food was very expensive in those days.

5 Uncount nouns are not used with ‘a’.

They resent having to pay money to people like me.
My father started work when he was ten.

Uncount nouns are used with ‘the’ when they refer to
something that is specified or known.

I am interested in the education of young children.
She buried the money that Hilary had given her.
1 liked the music, but the words were boring.

6 Uncount nouns are not used with numbers.
However, you can often refer to a quantity of
something which is expressed by an uncount noun
by using a word like ‘some’. See Unit 11/

Please buy some bread when you go to town.
Let me give you some advice.

Some uncount nouns that refer to food or drink can
be count nouns when they refer to quantities of the
food or drink.

Do you like coffee? (uncount)
We asked for two coffees. (count)

Uncount nouns are often used with expressions
such as ‘a loaf of', ‘packets of’, or ‘a piece of', to
talk about a quantity or an item. ‘A bit of’ is common
in spoken English.

| bought two loaves of bread yesterday.
He gave me a very good piece of advice.
They own a bit of land near Cambridge.

7 Some nouns are uncount nouns when they refer
to something in general and count nouns when they
refer to a particular instance of something.

Victory was now assured. (uncount)
In 1960, the party won a convincing victory. (count)




Unit 6 Practice

A Use these uncount nouns to complete the sentences below.

advice electricity equipment happiness help
information knowledge luggage money traffic
1 We've got a lot of luggage . . .. .. ... but it's not too heavy.
2 Atthattimemy .........ccoovvviiviiiniiiincein, of German was minimal.
3 I'dlikesome ........ocoveniiiiiiiiieeen about trains, please.
4 They exported a million dollars’ worth of stereo ...............cooeeiviiieiiennnnnen. .
5 Doyouhaveany ..........cocceviviviiiniennicenenn, on you?
6 Ifyouwantmy ..........cooooiiiiii , 1 think you ought to start all over again.
7 There'salwaysalotof ........cccoiiviiiiiiiiniinnnnnnn, in the rush hour.
8 Doyoucookby Basor......c..coveviiiiieiiiiiieneeene, ?
9 You can always telephone, if youneedany ..............cocooeiiiiiiiinn, .
10 Money doesn't always bring ..........ccccooveeveniiiiiininin., .

B Look at the following pairs of sentences. In one the noun in bold is used as a count noun and in the

other as an uncount noun. Mark the sentences C for count or U for uncount.
1 Shakespeare’s language is magnificent. U .
It's easier to work with someone who speaks your own language. C .
2 She’s had nine months’ experience as a secretary. ....
The funeral was a painful experience. ....
3 People spend their lives worrying about money. ....
How's life? ....
4 Are you in San Francisco for business or pleasure? ....
He set up a small travel business. ....
5 She never completely gave up hope. ....
Ken has high hopes of a promotion before the end of the year. ....
6 There was general agreement on the problem. ....
We hope to come to a general agreement on future action. ....

C Use these phrases with the and an uncount noun to complete the sentences which follow.

the news about Bill the furniture in the sitting room the traffic in London
the advice you gave me the information you need the strength to go on
1 Iliked ... th€ furniture in the sitting room. . | thought it looked very smart.

2 Vdiike tothank you for .........ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiii e, .
3 Pmtiredout. Thaven't 80t . ..o .

4 YouCan fiNd ... in any good grammar book.
B is dreadful — particularly in the rush hour.
6 Haveyouheard ...........ccooiiiiiiiiiii i ?
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Unit 7 Personal pronouns

Main points

® You use personal pronouns to refer back
to something or someone that has
already been mentioned.

e You also use personal pronouns to refer
to people and things directly.

® There are two sets of personal
pronouns: subject pronouns and object
pronouns.

® You can use ‘you’ and ‘they’ to refer to
people in general.

1 When something or someone has already been
mentioned, you refer to them again by using a
pronoun.

John took the book and opened it.

He rang Mary and invited her to dinner.

‘Have you been to London ?"—'Yes, it was very
crowded.’

My father is fat — he weighs over fifteen stone.

In English, ‘he’ and ‘she’ normally refer to people,
occasionally to animals, but very rarely to things.

2 You use a pronoun to refer directly to people or
things that are present or are involved in the
situation you are in.

Where shall we meet, Sally?

| do the washing; he does the cooking; we share the
washing-up.

Send us a card so we Il know where you are.

3 There are two sets of personal pronouns, subject
pronouns and object pronouns. You use subject
pronouns as the subject of a verb.

[I you he she it we theyJ

Note that ‘you’ is used for the singular and plural
form.

We are going there later.
1 don’t know what to do.

4 You use object pronouns as the direct or indirect
object of a verb.

[ me you him her it us themJ
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Note that ‘you' is used for the singular and plural
form.

The nurse washed me with cold water.
The ball hit her in the face.

John showed him the book.

Can you give me some more cake?

Note that, in modern English, you use object
pronouns rather than subject pronouns after the
verb ‘be’.

‘Who is it?’— ‘It's me.’
There was only John, Baz, and me in the room.

You also use object pronouns as the object of a
preposition.

We were all sitting in a cafe with him.
Did you give it to them?

5 You can use ‘you’ and ‘they’ to talk about peopie
in general.

You have to drive on the other side of the road on
the continent.
They say she’s very clever.

6 You can use ‘it’ as an impersonal subject in
general statements which refer to the time, the
date, or the weather. See Unit 86.

‘What time is it?’ — ‘It's half past three.’
It is January 19th.
It is rainy and cold.

You can also use ‘it’ as the subject or object in
general statements about a situation.

It is too far to walk.
I like it here. Can we stay a bit longer?

7 A singular pronoun usually refers back to a
singular noun group, and a plural pronoun to a plurat
noun group. However, you can use plural pronouns
to refer back to:

e indefinite pronouns, even though they are always
followed by a singular verb

If anybody comes, tell them I'm not in.

e collective nouns, even when you have used a
singular verb

His family was waiting in the next room, but they had
not yet been informed.



Unit 7 Practice

A Complete these sentences by adding the names given.

MrBrown Mrand Mrs Jackson Mary Tom and Jane

1 |spoke to LMr Brown . . yesterday. He said he'd call me back.
PP UURORURUI says she'll see you tomorrow.

3 said we should meet them at their house.

4 Good morning sir. Good morning madam. Youmustbe .............................. . You have

areservation, haven't you?

B Now do the same with these.

MrBrown Mrand Mrs Jackson Mary Tom and Jane

1 MWZ‘/ .................................... 's feeling much better. | spoke to her in the hospital this
morning.

2 MYOUSEE oo , give them my love.

3 ? This way please. The room is ready for you.

A0S oo in ? | have a message for him.

C Look at the picture and add personal pronouns to complete the story.

The other day when | was shopping a woman stopped ...1€. ... andasked ................ the way to
the post office. ................ gave her directionsand ................ thanked ................ politely, then
ran off quickly in the opposite direction. ................ put my hand in my pocket and found that my
wallet was missing. ................ must have taken it while ................ were talking. ................
shouted and ran after................ but................ was no good. ............ had disappeared in
the crowd.
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Unit 8 This, that, these, those, one, ones

Main points

e You use the demonstrative pronouns
‘this’, ‘that’, ‘these’, and ‘those’ when
you are pointing to physical objects or
identifying people.

® You use ‘one’ or ‘ones’ instead of a noun
that has been mentioned or is known.

1 You use the demonstrative pronouns ‘this’,
‘that’, ‘these’, and ‘those’ when you are pointing to
physical objects. ‘This' and ‘these' refer to things
near you, ‘that’ and ‘those’ refer to things farther
away.

This is a list of rules.

Throught you these’. Adam held out a bag of
grapes.

That looks interesting.

Those are mine.

You can also use ‘this’, ‘that',“these’, and ‘those’ as
determiners in front of nouns. See Unit 11.

This book was a present from my mother.
When did you buy that hat?

2 You use ‘this’, ‘that’, ‘these’, and ‘those’ when
you are identifying or introducing people, or asking
who they are.

Who's this?
These are my children, Susan and Paul.
Was that Patrick on the phone?

3 You use ‘this’, ‘that’, ‘these’, and ‘those’ to refer
back to things that have already been mentioned.

That was an interesting word you used just now.
More money is being pumped into the education
system, and we assume this will continue.

‘Let’s go to the cinema.’— ‘That's a good idea’.
These are not easy questions to answer.

You also use ‘this’ and ‘these’ to refer forward to
things you are going to mention.

This is what | want to say: it wasn't my idea.

These are the topics we will be looking at next week:
how the accident happened, whether it could have
been avoided, and who was to blame.

16

This is the important point: you must never see her
again.

4 You use ‘one’ or ‘ones’ instead of a noun that has
already been mentioned or is known in the situation,
usually when you are adding information or
contrasting two things of the same kind.

My car is the blue one.
Don't you have one with buttons instead of a zip?
Are the new curtains longer than the old ones?

You can use ‘which one’ or ‘which ones’ in questions.

Which one do you prefer?
Which ones were damaged?

You can say ‘this one', ‘that one’, ‘these ones’, and
‘those ones'.

! like this one better.
We'll have those ones, thank you.

You can use ‘each one’ or ‘one each’, but note that
there is a difference in meaning. In the following
examples, ‘each one’ means ‘each brother’ but ‘one
each’ means ‘one for each child’.

I've got three brothers and each one lives ina
different country.
| bought the children one each.

5 In formal English, people sometimes use ‘one’ to
refer to people in general.

One has to think of the practical side of things.
One never knows what to say in such situations.

6 There are several other types of pronoun, which
are dealt with in other units.

See Unit 27 for information on possessive
pronouns.

See Unit 51 for information on ‘who’, ‘whom’,
‘whose’, ‘which’, and ‘what’ as interrogative
pronouns.

See Units 97 and 98 for information on ‘that’,
‘which’, ‘who’, ‘whom’, and ‘whose’ as relative -
pronouns.

Most determiners, except ‘the’, ‘a’, ‘an’, ‘every’, ‘no’,
and the possessives, are also pronouns. See Units
15 to 18.



Unit 8 Practice

A Each of the pronouns in bold below refers back to a clause. Underline the clause in each case.

1
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I'm tired out. That's why I'm going home early.

He’s always complaining and this is why nobody likes him.

That's why George was so pleased with himself. He had just got a new job:

I've mended the radiator. | hope this wili solve the problem.

Finally, Mary told him she was tired of him. | think that's what really annoyed him.

George likes Mary, but she doesn't like him. That's what annoys him.

The engine's all right but the brakes are useless. That's why it needs to go into the garage.
Even when they go to bed late the children sometimes stay awake all night. That's why they get so
tired.

The traffic was dreadful even though we Ieft home early. That's why we're late.

The engine starts and after a few seconds the light goes on. That's when you press the button.

B Look at the picture and complete the answers to these questions using one or ones.

How many cars are there?

Five. Three big ... 9N€S . ... andtwo small ...9A€S . ... .

What colour are they?

There are three white ........................ andtwoblack ........................ .

How many small cars are there?

Two.Ablack ..........coeeevnann.. andawhite..................ll .

How many big cars are there?

Three. Two white ........................ andoneblack........................ .

Where is the small white car?

Between the small black ........................ and the bigblack ........................ .

C Hereisa puzzle.
There are some books on a shelf. There are three big ones and two small ones. One of the big ones is
red. There is a small green book. There are two green ones altogether and two blue ones. Only one of the

small books is green.
1 How many books are there altOBETNEr? ...........coov i e ee e e e
2 What colour are the Dig DOOKS? ........uvueiiieie ettt eeee oo




Unit 9 Reflexive pronouns

Main points

e Reflexive pronouns can be direct or
indirect objects.

® Most transitive verbs can take a
reflexive pronoun as object.

e Reflexive pronouns can be the object of
a preposition.

e Reflexive pronouns can emphasize a
noun or pronoun.

1 The reflexive pronouns are:

singular: myself yourself himself herself itself
plural: ourselves yourselves themselves

Note that, unlike ‘you’ and ‘your’, there are two
forms for the second person: ‘yourseif’ in the
singular and ‘yourselves’ in the plural.

2 You use reflexive pronouns as the direct or
indirect object of the verb when you want to say that
the object is the same person or thing as the
subject of the verb in the same clause.

For example, ‘John taught himself' means that John
did the teaching and was also the person who was
taught, and ‘Ann poured herself a drink’ means that
Ann did the pouring and was also the person that
the drink was poured for.

She stretched herself out on the sofa.
The men formed themselves into a line.
He should give himself more time.

Note that although the subject ‘you’ is omitted in
imperatives, you can still use ‘yourself' or
‘yourselves'.

Here’s the money, go and buy yourself an ice cream.

3 Most transitive verbs can take a reflexive
pronoun.

I blame myself for not paying attention.
He introduced himself to me.

Verbs which describe actions that
people normally do to themselves do not take
reflexive pronouns in English, although they do in
some other languages.

1 usually shave before breakfast.
She washed very quickly and rushed downstairs.

See Unit 74 for more information.
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4 You use a reflexive pronoun as the object of a
preposition when the object of the preposition
refers to the same person or thing as the subject of
the verb in the same clause.

| was thoroughly ashamed of myself,
They are making fools of themselves.

Tell me about yourself.

Note that you use personal pronouns, not refiexive
pronouns, when referring to places and after ‘with’
meaning ‘accompanied by’.

You should have your notes in front of you.
He would have to bring Judy with him.

5 You use reflexive pronouns after nouns or
pronouns to emphasize the person or thing that you
are referring to.

The town itself was so small that it didn’t have a
bank.
1 myself have never read the book.

6 You use a reflexive pronoun at the end of a
clause to emphasize that someone did something
without any help from anyone else.

She had printed the card herself.
Il take it down to the police station myself.
Did you make these yourself?

7 You use refiexive pronouns with ‘by’ to say:

e that someone does something without any help
from other people

...when babies start eating their meals by
themselves.
She was certain she could manage by herself.

e that someone is alone

He went off to sit by himseif.

I was there for about six months by myseif.

You can also use ‘on my own’, ‘on your own’, and so
on, to say that someone is alone or does something
without any help.

We were in the park on our own.
They managed to reach the village on their own.

You can use ‘all’ for emphasis.

Did you put those shelves up all by yourself?

We can’t solve this problem all on our own.
WSININER ‘One another’ and ‘each other’ are not
reflexive pronouns.

See Unit 75 for more information on ‘one another’
and ‘each other'.



Unit 9 Practice

A Choose a personal pronoun or a reflexive pronoun to complete these sentences correctly.

1 He was tired out but he forced ... Aimself to go on.
2 | could hear someone walking along behind ..."1€....................... .
3 Shehadcut...............ooi so badly she had to be rushed to hospital.
4 She realised thatthe carinfrontof .......................o had stopped suddenly.
5 Theybuilt ..o, a garage behind the house.
6 Heboiled............cooovivniniinnnn, a couple of eggs for breakfast.
7 Putitdowninfrontof ... .
8 If you've got a sleeping bag bring itwith ............................... .
9 Theyhad promised ................cooveviienenn. a summer holiday abroad.

10 On Sunday mornings the children were left totake care of .................ooooinn .

B Change the phrases on my own etc to by myself etc.

1 It looked extremely heavy. | knew | couldn't lift it on my own. / by myself .
2 She hated being inthe houseonherown./ ....................................... .
3 Ifthe rest of you can't help we'll havetodoitonourown./................occoiiiiiiiinnn. .
4 You can't expect them to do everythingontheirown. / ............................... .
5 Mothers had to go out to work and leave children in the houseon theirown./ ...............................
6 If there are three of you, you should be able to manageonyourown./ ......................coiiinn, .
7 lhatelivingonmyown./ .............c.ccoiiiiiiiiiicinnnes .
8 It's a horror film so children aren’t allowed to seeitontheirown. / ......................... .
9 John had towalk homeonhisown./.................oooeiiiiiicnnn, .

10 It's too difficult forme. I can’tdoitallonmyown./........................... .

C Use the correct reflexive pronouns to complete the following sentences.

1 The chairman announced the news ... Amself. .

2 Helen will be very upset. I'll have totellherthenews ..........................l. .

3 Webuiltmostofthehouse ...........c...coooviiinn. .

4 Thepresident .........c.oociiiiiiiiiiiiiinin, appeared on television. She spoke for about ten
minutes.

5 Thechildren ............c.oooiiiinnne. did most of the work for the school play.

D Rewrite the following sentences to start with the words given.

1 Itwas the BBC correspondent himse!f who told me. / | was told ..by the BBC correspondent

PIIISEI. ... oo
2 The Chief of Police himself made the arrest. /ItWas ...
3 This picture can’t have been painted by Rembrandt himself. /It can't have been .............................
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Unit 11 Determiners

Main points

e Determiners are used at the beginning
of noun groups.

® You use specific determiners when
people know exactly which things or
people you are talking about.

® You use general determiners to talk
about people or things without saying
exactly who or what they are.

1 When you use a determiner, you put it at the
beginning of a noun group, in front of numbers or
adjectives.

| met the two Swedish girls in London.
Our main bedroom is through that door.
Have you got another red card?

Several young boys were waiting outside.

2 When the people or things that you are talking
about have already been mentioned, or the people
you are talking to know exactly which ones you
mean, you use a specific determiner.

The man began to run towards the boy.
Young people don’t like these operas.
Her face was very red.

The specific determiners are:

the definite article: the
demonstratives: this that these those
possessives: my your his her its our their

Note that ‘your’ is used both for the singular and
plural possessive.

See Unit 8 for ‘this’, ‘that’, ‘these’, and ‘those’ as
pronouns.

3 When you are mentioning people or things for
the first time, or tatking about them generaily
without saying exactly which ones you mean, you
use a general determiner.

There was & man in the lift.

We went to an art exhibition.

You can stop at any time you like.
There were several reasons for this.

The general determiners are:
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a both few more other
all each fewer most several
an either less much  some
another enough little neither

any every many no

4 Each general determiner is used with particular
types of noun. You use some general determiners
with:

® singular count nouns

a another each every no
an any either neither

1 got a postcard from Susan.
Any big tin container will do.
He opened another shop last month.

® plural count nouns

all enough many no some
any few more other
both fewer most several

There were few doctors available.
He spoke many different languages.
Several projects had to be postponed.

® uncount nouns

all  enough little most no
any less more much some

There was little applause.
We need more information

He did not speak much English.

WAKNINER The following general determiners can
never be used with uncount nouns.

a both
an each few
another either many

every neither
several

5 Most of the determiners are also pronouns,
except ‘the’, ‘a’, ‘an’, ‘every’, ‘no’ and the
possessives.

| saw several in the woods last night.

Have you got any that | could borrow?

There is enough for all of us.

You use ‘one’ as a pronoun instead of ‘a’ or ‘an’,
‘none’ instead of 'no’, and ‘each’ instead of ‘every’.

Have you got one?
There are none left.
Each has a separate box and number.



Unit 11 Practice

A Underline the determiners in the following sentences. The numbers in brackets tell you how many
determiners there are.

1
2

© 0 ~N O O bW
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My friend Alec works in a hotel on the corner of this street. (4)

There weren't many people at the match. But it was very exciting and our team scored twice in each
half. (4)

Would you like another piece of this cake, or would you prefer a chocolate biscuit? (3)

Most young people like this sort of music. (2)

Every child at the party was given a present to take home. (3)

Thank you for your letter and the lovely flowers. (2)

We live in a small village in the country. It's a quiet, comfortable place with several useful shops. (4)
I hope to spend another month in your country sometime this summer. (3)

There was little information at the airport. Few people seemed to have any idea what time the flight
was likely to leave. (5)

Can you give me another call at the office? | don't have much time to spare right now. (3)

B Now do these. Remember that a determiner comes at the front of a noun phrase.

1
2
3

a b

O 00 ~N O

10

These oranges cost ten pence each. (1)

Each orange costs ten pence. (1)

A: Is this your coat? (1)

B: No, I'm fairly sure it belongs to that man over there in the corner. | left my coat in the cloakroom. (4)
Most students read both books, but they didn’t find either very useful. (2)

There were several people at the meeting earlier, but most of them left early so there aren't many left
now. (2)

This is what | always have for my breakfast. (1)

If | haven't any books, | can’t do my homework. (2)

There’s another bottle of milk in the fridge. Help yourself to a glass if you'd like some. (3)

Have you finished that glass of milk? There’s plenty more in the fridge if you'd like another. (2)

Most people enjoyed the show, but | was definitely the one who enjoyed it most. (3)
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Unit 12 Main uses of ‘the’

Main points

® You can use ‘the’ in front of any noun.

e You use ‘the’ when the person you are
talking to knows which person or thing
you mean.

® You use ‘the’ when you are referring
back to someone or something.

e You use ‘the’ when you are specifying
which person or thing you are talking
about.

® You use ‘the’ when you are referring to
something that is unique.

® You use ‘the’ when you want to use one
thing as an example to say something
about all things of the same type.

1 ‘The' is called the definite article, and is the
commonest determiner. You use ‘the’ when the
person you are talking to knows which person or
thing you mean. You can use ‘the’ in front of any
noun, whether it is a singular count noun, an
uncount noun, or a plural count noun.

She dropped the can.
| remembered the fun | had with them.
The girls were not at home.

2 You use ‘the’ with a noun when you are referring
back to someone or something that has already
been mentioned.

I called for a waiter... ... The waiter with a moustache
came.

I have bought a house in Wales... ... The house is in
an agriculitural area.

3 You use ‘the’ with a noun and a qualifier, such as
a prepositional phrase or a relative clause, when
you are specifying which person or thing you are
talking about.

I've no idea about the geography of Scotland.
The book that | recommended now costs over three
pounds.

4 You use ‘the’ with a noun when you are referring
to something of which there is only one in the world.
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They all sat in the sun.
We have landed men on the moon.
The sky was a brilliant blue.

You also use ‘the’ when you are referring to
something of which there is only one in a particular
place.

Mrs Robertson heard that the church had been
bombed.
He decided to put some words on the blackboard.

5 You can use ‘the’ with a singular count noun
when you want to make a general statement about
alt things of that type. For example, if you say ‘The
whale is the largest mammal in the world’, you mean
all whales, not one particular whale.

The computer allows us to deal with a lot of data
very quickly.
My father’s favourite flower is the rose.

6 You can use ‘the’ with a singular count noun
when you are referring to a system or service. For
example, you can use ‘the phone’ to referto a
telephone system and ‘the bus' to refer to a bus
service.

I don’t like using the phone.
How long does it take on the train?

7 You can use ‘the’ with the name of a musical
instrument when you are talking about someone's
ability to play the instrument.

‘You play the guitar, | see,’ said Simon.
Geoff plays the piano very well.
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Unit 12 Practice

A Read this passage.

Three learned Christian monks were travelling through Turkey hoping to meet (1) the wisest man in (2)
the whole country. (3) The monks explained that they wanted to meet him because they each had a
question to ask him. (4) The sultan sent for Nasreddin Hodja who came to (5) the palace at once. (6) The
first monk stepped up and asked his question.

‘Where is (7) the centre of (8) the earth?’ ‘At this moment the centre of the earth is exactly below (9) the
front right foot of my donkey.'

‘How can you possibly know that?’ asked (10) the monk.

‘If you measure the earth carefully you will find that | am correct,’ replied Hodja.

(11) The second monk stepped up and asked his question.

‘How many stars are there in (12) the sky?’

‘As many as there are hairs on my donkey,’ replied Hodja. ‘As you will see if you count them.’

(13) The third monk came forward. ‘How many hairs are there in my beard?’ he asked.

‘That is easy,’ said Hodja. ‘As many as there are hairs in (14) the donkey's tall. If you do not believe me
step forward and we can pull out (15) the hairs from your beard and (16) the hairs from (17) the donkey's
tall one by one and count them.’

The third monk was not very keen on this idea so he had to admit he was beaten, so everyone could see
that Hodja was (18) the wisest man of all.

Look at the 18 phrases with the above. How do you know in each case which person or thing the writer is
talking about?

Now answer these questions:
Which man? .. /A€ wisest man.
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What about (8), (12), and (18)? How do you know which one the writer means in each case?
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Unit 13 Other uses of ‘the’

Main points

® You do not normally use ‘the’ with
proper nouns referring to people. You
do use ‘the’ with many proper nouns
referring to geographical places.

® You use ‘the’ with some adjectives to
talk about groups of people.

1 You do not normally use ‘the’ with proper nouns
that are people’s names. However, if you are talking
about a family, you can say ‘the Browns'.

You use ‘the’ with some titles, such as ‘the Queen of
England’, and with the names of some organizations,
buildings, newspapers, and works of art.

... the United Nations... ... the Taj Mahal...
...the Times... ... the Mona Lisa.

2 You do use ‘the’ with some proper nouns
referring to geographical places.

... the Bay of Biscay... ... the Suez Canal.
... the Arabian Gulf... ... the Pacific Ocean.

You use ‘the’ with countries whose names include
words such as ‘kingdom?’, ‘republic’, ‘states’, or
‘union’.

... the United Kingdom... ... the Soviet Union.

You use ‘the’ with countries that have plural nouns
as their names.

... the Netherlands... ... the Philippines.

Note that you do not use ‘the’ with countries that
have singular nouns as their names, such as ‘China’,
‘italy’, or Turkey'.

You use ‘the’ with names of mountain ranges and
groups of islands.

... the Alps... ... the Himalayas.

... the Bahamas... ... the Canaries.

Note that you do not use ‘the’ with the names of
individual mountains such as ‘Everest’ or ‘Etna’, or
the names of individual islands such as ‘Sicily’,
‘Minorca’, or ‘Bali'.

You use ‘the’ with regions of the world, or regions of
a country that include ‘north’, ‘'south’, ‘east’, or
‘west’.

... the Middle East... ... the Far East.

... the north of England... ... the west of Ireland.
Note that there are some exceptions.

... North America... ... South-East Asia... ... East
Anglia.
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You do not use ‘the’ with ‘northern’, ‘southern’,
‘eastern’, or ‘western’ and a singular name.

... horthern England. .. ... western Africa.

You use ‘the’ with the names of areas of water such
as seas, oceans, rivers, canals, gulfs, and straits.

... the Mediterranean Sea... ... the Atlantic Ocean.
... the river Ganges... ... the Panama Canal.
... the Guif of Mexico... ... the straits of Gibraltar.

Note that you do not use ‘the’ with lakes.
... Lake Geneva... ... Lake Superior.

Note that you do not use ‘the’ with continents, cities,
streets, or addresses.

... Asia... ... Tokyo... ... Oxford Street... ... 15 Park

3 You use ‘the’ with adjectives such as ‘rich’,
‘poor’, ‘young', ‘old’, and ‘unemployed’ to talk about
a general group of people. You do not need a noun.

Only the rich could afford his firm’s products.
They were discussing the problem of the
unemployed.

When you use ‘the’ with an adjective as the subject
of a verb, you use a plural verb.

In the cities the poor are as badly off as they were in
the villages.

4 You use ‘the’ with some nationality adjectives to
talk about the people who live in a country.

They will be increasingly dependent on the support
of the French.

The Spanish claimed that the money had not been
paid.

With other nationalities, you use a plural noun.

... Germans... ... the Americans.

When you use ‘the’ with a nationality adjective as
the subject of a verb, you use a plural verb.

The British are worried.

5 You use ‘the’ with superlatives.
He was the cleverest man I ever knew.

He was the youngest.
His shoulders hurt the worst.
It was the most exciting summer of their lives.



Unit 13 Practice

An each of the following sentences the word the has been left out at least once. Read the sentences and
mark where the should be. The number in brackets tells you how many times the occurs. In 1, for
example, you need to put the in twice.

1

o O b WN

~J

| have been to v‘//l\ﬁ United Kingdom, Germany, and v‘//l\f Soviet Union, but never to Poland.
(2)

Amazon in Brazil is the longest river in South America. (1)

Japan and United States are separated by Pacific Ocean. (2)

Liverpool is in north of England, fairly close to Wales. (1)

I would love to go to Jamaica, Bahamas or somewhere else in Caribbean. (2)

Suez Canal flows through north of Egypt from Port Said to Suez, joining Mediterranean to Gulf of Suez
and Red Sea. (5)

Lake Windermere in north-west of England is one of the largest iakes in British Isles. (2)

8 lIran has borders with Iraq, Turkey, USSR, Afghanistan and West Pakistan. (1)

10

Mount Everest is in Himalayas on the border between Nepal and Tibet, which is part of People’s
Republic of China. (2)
Biarritz stands on the mouth of Adour river which flows into Gulf of Gascony in Bay of Biscay. (3)

B Now do the same with these sentences.

1
2
3

While we were in London we stayed at the Royal Hotel in Albert Street near Trafaigar Square. (1)
On the first morning we went to British Museum and had lunch at MacDonald’s in Church Street. (1)

In the evening we went to a pub just off Leicester Square, then we went to a play at National Theatre.
.y

Next day we went to Houses of Parliament and Westminster Abbey and had lunch at Peking
Restaurant. (2)

We looked in Evening Standard newspaper and found there was a good film at Odeon cinema near
Piccadilly Circus. (2)

C Complete the sentences below using the with these adjectives.

blind dead disabled poor rich unemployed

N

the dead

It is said that we should never speak ill of ... ¥/t dead ... .
Buildings should be specially designed so they canbe used by ...............cooooiiviiiininean... .

Iltisonlyfairthat ..................coii, should pay highertaxesthan ............................
In St John's Park there is a special gardenfor .................ocoo with strongly scented
flowers.

Life is bound to be difficult for .............ocoviiiiiiiiiii, .
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Unit 14 ‘A’ and ‘an’

Main points

® You only use ‘a’ or ‘an’ with singular
count nouns.

® You use ‘a’ or ‘an’ to talk about a person
or thing for the first time.

1 You only use ‘a’ or ‘an’ with singular count
nouns. ‘A’ and ‘an’ are called the indefinite article.

| got a postcard from Susan.
He was eating an apple.

Remember that you use ‘a’ in front of a word that
begins with a consonant sound even if the first letter
is a vowel, for example ‘a piece, a university, a
European language’. You use ‘an’ in front of a word
that begins with a vowel sound even if the first letter
is a consonant, for example ‘an exercise, an idea,
an honest man’.

2 You use ‘a’ or ‘an’ when you are talking about a
person or thing for the first time.

She picked up a book.

After weeks of locking, we eventually bought a
house.

Acolleague and | got some money to do research
on rats.

Note that the second time you refer to the same
person or thing, you use ‘the’.

She picked up a book. .. ... The book was lying on the
table.

After weeks of looking, we eventually bought a
house... ... The house was in a small village.

3 After the verb ‘be’ or another link verb, you can
use ‘a’ or ‘an’ with an adjective and a noun to give
more information about someone or something.

His brother was a sensitive child.
He seemed a worried man.
It was a really beautiful house.

You can also use ‘a’ or ‘an’ with a noun followed by a
qualifier, such as a prepositional phrase or a
relative clause, when you want to give more
information about someone or something.

The information was contained in an article on
biology.
I chose a picture that reminded me of my own

country.
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4 You use ‘a’ or ‘an’ after the verb ‘be’ or another
link verb when you are saying what someone is or
what job they have

He became a school teacher.
She is a model and an artist.

5 You use ‘a’ or ‘an’ to mean ‘one’ with some
numbers. You can use ‘@’ or ‘an’ with nouns that
refer to whole numbers, fractions, money, weights,
or measures.

ahundred aquarter
athousand a half

apound akilo
adollar alitre

6 You do not use ‘@’ or ‘an’ with uncount nouns or
plural count nouns. You do not need to use a
determiner at all with plural count nouns, but you
can use the determiners ‘any’, ‘a few’, ‘many’,
‘several’, or ‘some’.

I love dogs.

Do you have any dogs?

Many adults don't listen to children.

| have some children like that in my class.

Note that if you do not use a determiner with a plural
count noun, you are often making a general
statement about people or things of that type. For
example, if you say ‘I love dogs’, you mean all dogs.
However, if you say ‘There are eggs in the kitchen’,
you mean there are some eggs. If you do use a
determiner, you mean a number of people or things
but not all of them, without saying exactly how
many.

| have some friends coming for dinner.
He has bought some plants for the house.
I have some important things to tell them.




Unit 14 Practice

A Rewrite the sentences using singular nouns with a or an instead of the plural nouns in boid.

1 Dogs make good pets. / .2 404, MARES 6. 40O PEs. ..
Lawyers usually earn more than policemen. / ...
llove reading go0d BOOKS. / ..........coimiiiiiniiiiii i
You don't often see good programmes on TV nowadays. / .......coooiiiiiiiiiiiiininici e
Sons are always a lot more trouble thandaughters. / ...
I often have eggs for breakfast. / ... e
Nowadays you can buy computer-controlled washing machines. / ............................cce
| hate to hear babies crying ordogs barking. / ..........coooiiiiiiiiiiiiiii

W ~N OO0 b WWN

B Where you find a noun phrase with a singular count noun but no determiner, put in a or an.

1 InEnglish 4 nounphrasewith 4  singular count noun can hardly ever stand on its own.

2 We have just bought new house with large garden.

3 My brother is teacher and | have cousin who works with young children as well.
4 Would you like biscuit or piece of cake?

5 |spoke to official and he gave me very good advice.

C Look at the following pairs of sentences. For each pair fill one blank with a or an, and the other with the.

1 lwrote .4 ......... long letter to Jenny this morning.
Did | show you ‘l/'e ....... letter | got from Peter this morning?

2 Myuncleusedtobe................ dentist before he retired.
Arthur Brownis ................ dentist who lives next door to my parents.

3 Isthere ................ bookshop on the High Street?
i boughtthisat................ bookshop in the High Street.

4 Has anyone seen................ newspaper | left in the sitting room?
lusuallybuy ................ newspaper on my way to work.

5 Londoniseasily................ biggest city in Britain.
Manchesteris ................ big city in the north of England.

6 it'snoteasytolearn................ foreign language which is very different from your own language.
Japanese is certainly ................ most difficult language | have tried to learn.

7 Agatha Christiewas ................ well known writer of detective stories.
Agatha Christiewas ................ writer who invented Hercule Poirot.

8 The police are looking for................ young man aged about 23.
................ young man the police are looking for is about 23.

9 Lastnightlsaw................ interesting TV programme about Eastern Europe.
Ireally enjoyed ................ programme about Eastern Europe last night.

10 llearnedtodrive ................ car when | was eighteen.

Dad, caniborrow ................ car tonight?

» Bank
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Unit 15 All, most, no, none

Main points

® You use ‘all’ with plural count nouns and
uncount nouns. You use ‘all’ to talk
about every person or thing in the world,
or in the group you are talking about.

e You use ‘most’ with plural count nouns
and uncount nouns. You use ‘most’ to
talk about nearly all of a number of
people or things, or nearly all of a
quantity of something.

® You use ‘no’ with singular and plural
count nouns and uncount nouns. You
use ‘no’ to say that something does not
exist or is not present.

1 You use ‘all’ with plural count nouns and uncount
nouns to talk about every person or thing in the
world or in the group that you are talking about.

All children should complete the primary course.
All important decisions were taken by the
government.

He soon lost all hope of becoming a rock star.
All luggage will be searched.

2 You use ‘most’ with plura! count nouns and
uncount nouns to talk about nearly all of a number
of people or things, or nearly all of a quantity of
something.

The method was suitable for most purposes.
Most good drivers stop at zebra crossings.

Most milk is still delivered to people’s houses.
He ignored most advice, and did what he thought
best.

3 You use ‘no’ with singular count nouns, plural
count nouns, and uncount nouns to say that
something does not exist or is not present.

There was no chair for me to sit on.
They had no immediate plans to change house.
No money was available for the operation.

Note that if there is another word in the clause that
makes it negative, you use ‘any’, not ‘no’.

It hasn’t made any difference.
He will never do any work for me again.

30

4 ‘Al and ‘most’ are also pronouns, SO you can say
‘all of and ‘most of’. ‘N0’ is not a pronoun, so you
must say ‘none of’.

He spent all of the money on a new car.
Most of my friends live in London.
None of those farmers had ever driven a tractor.

Note that you use ‘all of’, ‘most of’, and ‘'none of’
with an object pronoun.

All of us were sleeping.
| had seen most of them before.
None of them came to the party.

Note that if the clause is already negative, you use
‘any of', not ‘none of".

I hadn'’t eaten any of the biscuits.

When ‘none of’ is followed by a plural noun or
pronoun, the verb is usually plural, but can be
singular.

None of us are the same.
None of them has lasted very long.

5 You can use ‘all the' with a plural count noun or
an uncount noun. There is no difference in meaning
between ‘all the' and ‘all of the’.

All the girls think it's great.
All the best jokes came at the end of the programme.
Thank you for all the help you gave me.

EEININEH You cannot say ‘most the’ or ‘none the'.
You must say ‘most of the’ or ‘none of the’.

6 You can use ‘all’ after a noun or pronoun to
emphasize that the noun or pronoun refers to
everyone or everything that has been mentioned or
is involved. Note that you can use ‘all’ to emphasize
the subject or the object.

The band all live together in the same house.
I enjoyed it all.




Unit 15 Practice

A Use the phrases below to complete the sentences which follow.

all alcoholic drinks all banks all cars all children all doctors all old people

1 . Allchildren . . . must go to school until the age of 16.
U S must be licensed.
P receive a pension from the state.

4 Thereisatax on ....coooeiiiiiiiiiiiieeieecee e .

1 P are closed on Sunday.

B must have at least five years’ training.

All these sentences are true for Britain. How many are true for your country?

B Choose phrases from the list to say where you might see the notices given below.

at an airport inabank inahotel ata railway station
in a department store inaliibrary inapark inarestaurant

All luggage must be checked at the security desk. ..ot
All traveller's cheques must be signed and dated. ............ooiiiiiiiiiiii e
Ali passengers must have avalid tiCKet. ...t e
All bills must be paid before guests CheCK OUL. ... .. ..ot e

0 ~N O O b~ WN P

C Rewrite the following sentences using all of or most of.

The children were all fast asleep. / Al of the children were fast asleep. .
The children were nearly all fast 8SIEEP. / ...
Nearly all the students passed the eXam. / .. ... e
All my friends came to the Party. / ..ot
The clothes were all Very 8XPeNSIVE. / ... o i i e e
Nearly all the seats were DOOKEA. / ... i,
The ice cream was nearly all finiShed. / ...
The garden was nearly all full 0f WeedS. / ..ottt e

0 ~N O O &~ W N P

D Rewrite these sentences using no.
1 | haven't any free time this week. / ...V have no free fime this week.

2 Johndidn'thave any money 1€ft. / . ..o
3 He hasn't any fliendS. / ... e
4 Thereisntany milk inthe fridge. / ..o e
5 Wedidn't getany letters tOQay. / ..ot e
6 Thereweren't any girls INthe CIasS. / ..o i e
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Unit 16 Both, either, neither

Main points

e You use ‘both’, ‘either’, and ‘neither’ to
talk about two people or things that
have been mentioned or are known to
the hearer.

® You use ‘both’ with plural nouns, and
‘either’ and ‘neither’ with singular
nouns.

® You use ‘both of', ‘either of’, and
‘neither of’ with plural nouns or
pronouns.

1 You use ‘both’, ‘either’, and ‘neither’ when you
are saying something about two people or things
that have been mentioned, or are known to the
person you are talking to.

There were excellent performances from both
actresses.

Denis held his cocoa in both hands.

No argument could move either man from this
decision.

Neither report mentioned the Americans.

2 You use ‘both’ when you think of the two people
or things as a group. You use ‘both’ with a piural
noun.

Both children were happy with their presents.
Both policies make good sense.

3 You use ‘either’ when you think of the two people
or things as individuals. You use ‘either’ with a
singular noun.

Either way is acceptable.
She could not see either man.

4 You use ‘neither’ when you are thinking of the
two people or things as individuals and you are
making a negative statement about them. You use
‘neither' with a singular noun.

In reality, neither party was enthusiastic.
Neither man knew what he was doing.
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5 You can use ‘both’ with a specific determiner
such as ‘the’, ‘these’, or ‘my’.

Both the young men agreed to come.
Both these books have been recommended to us.
Both her parents were dead.

EENINER You cannot use ‘either’ or ‘neither’ with
a specific determiner.

6 You can use ‘both of', ‘either of’, or ‘neither of’
with a plural noun or pronoun. Note that when ‘both
of', ‘either of', and ‘neither of' are followed by a noun
rather than a pronoun, you must use a specific
determiner such as ‘the’, ‘these’, or ‘her' before the
noun.

Both of these restaurants are excellent.
Either of them could have done the job.
Neither of our boys was involved.

Note that ‘neither of' is normally used with a singular
verb but it can be used with a piural verb.

Neither of us was having any luck.
Neither of the children were there.

g
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7 Remember that you can also use ‘both’, ‘either’,
and ‘neither’ as conjunctions. You use ‘both...and’
to give two alternatives and say that each of them is
possible or true.

e

| am looking for opportunities both in this country
and abroad.
Both | and my wife were surprised to see you there.

You use ‘either...or' to give two alternatives and say
that only one of them is possible or true.

You can have either fruit or ice cream.
| was expecting you either today or tomorrow.
You either love him or hate him.

You also use ‘neither...nor' to give two alternatives
and say that each of them is not possible or is not
true.

Neither Margaret nor John was there.
He did it neither quickly nor well.




Unit 16 Practice

A Choose the correct form of the verb in brackets to ¢

omplete these sentences.

1 Bothmybrothers ... Ve ... in London. (lives/ live)
2 Neitherof hisparents ........................ alive. (is/ are)
3 NeitherJohnnorMary ........................ at home. (was/ were)
4 Weboth ........................ football but neither of us ........................ tennis. (likes/ like)
5 Both Peter and Michael ........................ here quite often but neither of them ........................ us

much help. (comes / come) (gives / give)
6 Bothofus..............co........ been to Paris but neitherof us ........................ been to Rome. (has/

have)

B Which of the cities below do the following sentences refer to?

London Milan New York Rome Washington
1 Neither is a capital city. Milanand New York. ... oo
2 Both of them are in AMEriCa. ...............coeooioiintiinieiereiete e
3 None of them is i AMEICA. ...........coocuiiiiiiiiiriiieeeeeees et
4 Al of them are Capital Cities. ..................oooouiiuieiurieieieeeeeseecee oo
5 Theyare both in Ialy. .............cocooiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e
6 Theyare all inEUrOPe. ..............coooiuiiiiiiieeiieee e

C Complete the sentences about the cities, choosing suitable phrases from the table below.

AII‘

Botn | ©f them | &>

None
1 Birmingham and Manchester.

.Bothofthemare . . . inBritain./ ... Neither of themis in Asia.
2 Valencia and Hiroshima.

................................................ a capital city.
3 Hong Kong, Singapore, and Peking.

................................................ INASIA. / cooeiiiiiiiiieie eI Europe.
4 San Francisco, Bangkok, and Canberra.

................................................ in Europe.
5 Bangkok, Tokyo, and Athens.

................................................ capital cities. / .............ccoeeviiiciine e in AMerTica.

France.

» Bank
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Unit 17 Much, little, many, few, more, less, fewer

Main points

e You use ‘much’ and ‘little’ with uncount
nouns to talk about a quantity of
something.

e You use ‘many’ and ‘few’ with plural
nouns to talk about a number of people
or things.

® You use ‘much’ in negative sentences
and questions, and ‘a lot of or ‘plenty
of rather than ‘much’ in affirmative

. sentences.

e You use ‘more’ and ‘less’ with uncount
nouns, and ‘more’ and ‘fewer’ with plural
count nouns.

1 You use ‘much’ to talk about a large quantity of
something, and ‘little’ to talk about a small quantity
of something. You only use ‘much’ and ‘littie’ with
uncount nouns.

| haven't got much time.
We've made little progress.

2 You use ‘many’ to talk about a large number of
people or things, and ‘few’ to talk about a small
number of people or things. You can only use ‘many’
and ‘few’ with plural count nouns.

He wrote many novels.
There were few visitors to our house.

3 You normally use ‘much’ in negative sentences
and questions.

He did not speak much English.
Why haven't | given much attention to this problem?

In affirmative sentences you do not use ‘much’, you
use ‘a lot of’, ‘lots of’, or ‘plenty of’ instead. You can
use them with both uncount nouns and plural nouns.

He demanded a lot of attention.

| make a lot of mistakes.

They spent lots of time on the project.

He remembered a large room with lots of windows.

I've got plenty of money.
There are always plenty of jobs to be done.

Note that you can use ‘so much’ and ‘too much' in
affirmative sentences.

She spends so much time here.
There is too much chance of error.
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4 You use ‘'so much' to emphasize that a large
guantity of something is involved.

I have so much work to do.
They have so much money and we have so little.

You use ‘too much' and ‘too many’ to say that the
quantity of something, or the number of people or
things, is larger than is reasonable or necessary.
He has too much work.

Too many people still smoke.

You use ‘very many’ to emphasize that a large
number of people or things are involved.

Very many old people live alone.

Note that ‘very much’ is used with nouns and verbs.

There isn’t very much time.
! liked it very much.

5 You use ‘few’ and ‘little’ to emphasize that only a
small quantity of something or a small number of
people or things are involved. They can be used with
‘very' for greater emphasis.

The town has few monuments.

| have little time for anything but work.
Very few cars had reversing lights.

' had very little money left.

Note that ‘a few’ and ‘a little' just indicate that a
quantity or number is small.

He spread a little honey on a slice of bread.
I usually do a few jobs for him in the house.

6 You use ‘more’ with uncount nouns and plural
count nouns to refer to a quantity of something or a
number of people or things that is greater than
another quantity or number.

His visit might do more harm than good.
He does more hours than | do.

You use ‘less’ with uncount nouns to refer to an
amount of something that is smaller than another
amount.

The poor have less access to education.
This machinery uses less energy.

You use ‘fewer’, or ‘less’ in informal English, with
plural nouns to refer to a number of people or things
that is smailer than another number.

There are fewer trees here.
They have sold less computers this year.



Unit 17 Practice

A Complete these sentences using the determiners given in brackets.

1 Shespeaks ...4 lot of English but she doesn't speak ... #1UCA French.
(alot of / much)

2 Hedidn'tsellvery ............................... books. That's why he nevermade ............................._
money. (many/ much)

3 Thereweren't ...........c...co............... trains to Birmingham, butthere were ............................_.
buses. (plenty of / many)

4 Very oo people could manage to liveonso ............................. money. (few/
little)

5 There's ...ooooviiiiiiii worktodo, sowehaven't ............................... time to spare. (a

lot of / much)
6 Ifyoucanspareme ......................o.... time, I'dliketomake ................................
suggestions. (a few/ a little)

7 HespendssSo ......ccooceveeveniiiniei i, time playing football thathe has ........................... i

for anything else. (little / much)
8 Thereare .............coovvveenii . cars in the city centre at rush hour, but VEIY (i
late at night. (few / lots of)

B Compiete these sentences using little or few.
1 Heis very successful even though he has very //'l'l/e .............. education,
2 peopie really understood what the lecture was about.
3 Diana tried hard but she wasvery ........................ help.
4 Hemadeso........................ mistakes that he came top in the exam.
5 lcan't do much 'm afraid. lhave SO ........................ time.

C Complete these using a little or a few.

1 Would you like ...4. libe . . ... cake?

2 Wouldyou like ........cooeeeeiiil apples?

3 lhavetosee ..........coceevuiiiin people this afternoon.

4 Couldyougiveme ......................coooi . help?

5 ldon't know the answer, but I've got ................c............ ideas

1 There are lots of boys in our class, but ... VEXY few girls.
2 He's an expert on languages, but he Knows ................................. about mathematics.
3 There are lots of cinemas intown aswell @S .............c.....ooooiiiiii good theatres.
4 Itookplentyof sugarand ............cccooeeveeeeeeniineei . milk
5 WhenImbusy, lalwaysdo ... work before breakfast.
6 |come home sotiredthatlcan do ............c.c.ccco...cccii, work in the evenings.
7 Jack isvery helpful. He'ssureto have ..............cccoeiivio good ideas.
8 Jackis usually very helpful buthe had ..o advice for us this time.
O unskitled jobs are well paid, but not very many.
10 Iwas tired and hungry, but fortunately lhad ...............o.ooveiiee money left.
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Unit 18 Some, any, another, other, each, every

Main points

e You use ‘some’ to talk about a quantity
or number without being precise.

® You use ‘any’ to talk about a quantity or
number that may or may not exist.

e You use ‘another’, or ‘another’ and a
number, to talk about additional people
or things.

® You use ‘each’ and ‘every’ to talk about
all the members of a group of people or
things.

1 You use ‘some’ with uncount nouns and plural
nouns to talk about a quantity of something or a
number of people or things without being precise.

I have left some food for you in the fridge.
Some trains are running late.

You normally use ‘some’ in affirmative sentences.

There’s some chocolate cake over there.
| had some good ideas.

You use ‘some’ in questions when you expect the
answer to be ‘yes', for example in offers or requests.

Would you like some coffee?
Could you give me some examples?

You can use ‘some’ with a singular noun when you
do not know which person or thing is invoived, or you
think it does not matter.

Some man phoned, but didn't leave his number.
Is there some problem?

2 You use ‘any’ in front of plural and uncount
nouns to talk about a quantity of something that
may or may not exist. You normally use ‘any’ in
questions and negative sentences.

Are there any jobs men can do but women can't?
It hasn't made any difference.

You use ‘any’ with a singuiar noun to emphasize that
it does not matter which person or thing is involved.

Any container will do.

You can use ‘no’ with an affirmative verb instead of
‘not any'.

There weren’t any tomatoes left.
There were no tomatoes left.
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You can also use ‘not’ and ‘any’, or ‘no’, with a
comparative.

Her house wasn't any better than ours.
Her house was no better than ours.

3 You use ‘another’ with singular nouns to talk
about an additional person or thing.

Could | have another cup of coffee?
He opened another shop last month.

You can also use ‘another’ with a number and a
plural noun to talk about more people or things.

Another four years passed before we met again.
I've got another three books to read.

You use ‘other’ with plural nouns and ‘the other’ with
singular or plural nouns.

I've got other things to think about.
The other man has gone.
The other European countries have beaten us.

4 You use ‘each’ or ‘every’ with a singuiar noun to
talk about all the members of a group of people or
things. You use ‘each’ when you are thinking about
the members as individuals, and ‘every’ when you

are making a general statement about all of them.

Each county is subdivided into several districts.
Each applicant has five choices.

Every child would have milk every day.

She spoke to every person at that party.

You can modify ‘every’ but not ‘each’.

He spoke to them nearly every day.
We went out almost every evening.

5 You can use ‘some of', ‘any of’, or ‘each of’, and
a noun group to talk about a number of people or
things in a group of people or things.

Some of the information has already been analysed.
It was more expensive than any of the other

magazines.
He gave each of us advice about our present goals.

You can use ‘each of’ and a plural noun group but
‘every’ must be foilowed by ‘one of'.

Each of the drawings is different.
Every one of them is given a financial target.

Note that you can also use ‘each’ with ‘one of'.

This view of poverty influences each one of us.



Unit 18 Practice

A Complete these sentences by using some or any.

1
2
3

(4]

've met ...SOME.  people, butldon'thave ...9NY. ... . real friends yet.

I'd like to make ................ friends, but | haven'tmet ................ young peopie yet.
A:lsthere................ petrol in the tank?

B: Well, I filled it yesterday. There mustbe ................ left.

Thereare ................ biscuits left, but there isn't ................ cake.

I know you speak ................ French, but do you speak ................ German?
A:Haveyougot................ matches?

B: Yes, I think I've got ................ in my pocket.

Ithoughtlhad met................ of the people here but | don'tknow ................ of them.
Haveyou ................ idea what time it is?

B Rewrite these sentences using some or any.
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Al children can learn to read and write. / ... AnY child can learn lo read and write.

Not all of the children UNderstood. / ...........c..covrieiioiiiiiiece oo

You can buy it at all §00d BOOKSNOPS. / ........cueeiureuiiiiiiiieieieee e e
F'd like to give you @ blt of adVICe. / ...........ocoiiuiaiiiiiiiiiiictce e

C Choose which determiner in brackets best completes each sentence.

1
2

E-N

[ 0]

10

There are plﬁ“'l!/ ........... of chocolate biscuits. Would you like another one? (some / a few / plenty)
lhave ........................ books with me. I've read most of them, but | haven'tread ........................
one. (a few/any/ plenty) (another / any / every)

Hegave ........................ of the children a small gift. (any/ each / every)

You can ask the doctorif youwant ........................ advice. (any/ every/ another)

lwanted ........................ pound of meat but therewasn't ........................ left. (another/ other/
each) (any/ other/ some)

Wehadn't .............oocen... oilleft,but........................ people lent us some. (any/ some) (another
/ other)

I'd like to ask you for .............cceeun... advice. (another/ any/ some)

I'see Jack atwork almost ........................ day. (any/each/ every)

Therewas aprizefor ........................ one of the competitors. (any/ every / some)
Jennywasolderthan ........................ of the other girls. (any / every)
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Unit 19 Position of adjectives

Main points

e There are two main positions for
adjectives: in front of a noun, or as the
complement of a link verb.

e Most adjectives can be used in either of
these positions, but some adjectives
can only be used in one.

1 Most adjectives can be used in a noun group,
after determiners and numbers if there are any, in
front of the noun.

He had a beautiful smile.
She bought a loaf of white bread.
There was no clear evidence.

2 Most adjectives can also be used after a link
verb such as ‘be’, ‘become’, or ‘feel’.

I'm cold.

I felt angry.
Nobody seemed amused.

3 Some adjectives are normally used only after a
link verb.

afraid asleep due ready unable
alive aware glad sorry well
alone content ill sure

For example, you can say ‘She was glad’, but you do
not talk about ‘a glad woman’.

| wanted to be alone.

We were getting ready for bed.

I'm not quite sure.

He didn’t know whether to feel glad or sorry.

4 Some adjectives are normally used only in front
of a noun.

eastern ~ existing neighbouring
northern atomic indoor occasional
southern countiess introductory outdoor
western  digital maximum

For example, you talk about ‘an atomic bomb’, but
you do not say ‘The bomb was atomic’.

He sent countless letters to the newspapers.
This book includes a good introductory chapter on
forests.
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5 When you use an adjective to emphasize a
strong feeling or opinion, it always comes in front of
a noun.

absolute outright pure true
complete perfect real utter
entire positive total

Some of it was absolute rubbish.
He made me feel like a complete idiot.

6 Some adjectives that describe size or age can
come after a noun group consisting of a number or
determiner and a noun that indicates the unit of
measurement.

deep long tall wide

high old thick

He was about six feet tall.
The water was several metres deep.
The baby is nine months old.

Note that you do not say ‘two pounds heavy', you say
‘two pounds in weight'.

7 A few adjectives are used alone after a noun.

I designate elect galore incarnate]

She was now the president elect.
There are empty houses galore.

8 A few adjectives have a different meaning
depending on whether they come in front of or after
anoun.

[ concerned involved present proper responsibleJ

For example, ‘the concerned mother’ means a
mother who is worried, but ‘the mother concerned’
means the mother who has been mentioned.

It's one of those incredibly involved stories.
The people involved are all doctors.

I'm worried about the present situation.
Of the 18 people present, | knew only one.

Her parents were trying to act in a responsible
manner.

We do not know the person responsible for his
death.




Unit 19 Practice

A Rewrite the phrases by putting one of these adjectives in front of the appropriate noun.

atomic countless digital eastern indoor introductory
maximum neighbouring northern outdoor
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B Complete the definitions using the adjectives below.

.. the region in the east of the country. / ... HA¢ eastern region.
.- power produced by nuclear fission. / ...

- the first paragraph in a piece of writing. / ............o........oo
.- the largest number possible. / ...

afraid asleep aware content due glad ready sorry sure unable

1 ifyou are al[m/d .......... to do something, you feel fear because you think it will hurt you in some
way.

2 Ifyouare........................ about something, you are pleased and happy about it.

3 Ifyouare........................ to do something, it is impossible for you to do it.

4 Ifsomethingis........................ ata particular time, it is expected to happen or arrive at that time.

5 ifyoufeel ........................ about something, you are sad or disappointed about it.

6 If you say that someoneis ........................ of himself or herself, you mean that they are very
confident.

7 Ifyouare........................ of something, you know that it exists or that it is important.

8 Ifyouarehalf........................ » you are not listening or paying attention because you are very tired.

9 Ifyouare........o..coeeeun.. to do something, you are willing to do it.

10 Ifyouare........cc..covune.n.. , You are fairly happy.

C Match the phrases and definitions below. The first has been done for you.
1 Someone who is very stupid is ...
Someone who is very troublesome is ...
Something which is extremely unfortunate is ...
Something which is quite ridiculous is ...

Someone who wins a sports competition is ...
Something which will cause a lot of difficulties is ...
Someone who is always loyal is ...

Something that does not work at all is ...
Something which is extremely dangerous is ...
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.. an utter disaster.

.. areal problem.

.. a positive menace.

.. a champion.

.. a true friend.

.. a total failure.

.. a perfect nuisance.
.. a complete fool.

.. absolute nonsense.
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Unit 20 Order of adjectives

Main points

[ size shape age colour nationality materiaIJ

e You put opinion adjectives in front of
descriptive adjectives.

e You put general opinion adjectives in
front of specific opinion adjectives.

® You can sometimes vary the order of
adjectives.

e |f you use two or more descriptive
adjectives, you put them in a particular
order.

e If you use a noun in front of another
noun, you put any adjectives in front of
the first noun.

1 You often want to add more information to a
noun than you can with one adjective, so you need
to use two or more adjectives. In theory, you can use
the adjectives in any order, depending on the quality
you want to emphasize. In practice, however, there
is a normal order.

When you use two or more adjectives in front ofa
noun, you usually put an adjective that expresses
your opinion in front of an adjective that just
describes something.

You live in a nice big house.

He is a naughty little boy.
She was wearing a beautiful pink suit.

2 When you use more than one adjective to
express your opinion, an adjective with a more
general meaning such as ‘good’, ‘bad’, ‘nice’, or
‘lovely’ usually comes before an adjective with a
more specific meaning such as ‘comfortable’,
‘clean’, or ‘dirty’.

| sat in a lovely comfortable armchair in the corner.
He put on a nice clean shirt.
It was a horrible girty room.

3 You can use adjectives to describe various
qualities of people or things. For example, you
might want to indicate their size, their shape, or the
country they come from.

Descriptive adjectives belong to six main types, but
you are unlikely ever to use all six types in the same
noun group. If you did, you would normally put them
in the following order:
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This means that if you want to use an ‘age’ adjective
and a ‘nationality’ adjective, you put the ‘age’
adjective first.

We met some young Chinese girls.

Similarly, a ‘shape’ adjective normally comes before
a ‘colour’ adjective.

He had round black eyes.

Other combinations of adjectives follow the same
order. Note that ‘material’ means any substance,
not only cloth.

There was a large round wooden table in the room.
The man was carrying a small black plastic bag.

4 You usually put comparative and superlative
adjectives in front of other adjectives.

Some of the better English actors have gone to live
in Hollywood.
These are the highest monthly figures on record.

5 When you use a noun in front of another noun,
you never put adjectives between them. You put any
adjectives in front of the first noun.

He works in the French film industry.
He receives a large weekly cash payment.

6 When you use two adjectives as the complement
of a link verb, you use a conjunction such as ‘and’ to
link them. With three or more adjectives, you link
the last two with a conjunction, and put commas
after the others.

The day was hot and dusty.
The room was large but square.
The house was old, damp and smelly.

We felt hot, tired and thirsty.



Unit 20 Practice

A Take adjectives from the phrases below and put them into the columns given. The first phrase has been
done for you.

Opinion adjectives Descriptive adjectives
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
general specific size shape age colour nationality material
1 lovely comforiable leather

.. a lovely comfortable leather armchair.

.. a large round wooden table.

.. anice intelligent young man.

.. a nasty ugly blue china vase.

.. an old Spanish song.

.. a big square metal box.

.. @ horrible stinking fish.

.. a small brown paper bag.

.. avaluable ancient Egyptian manuscript.
.. 8 huge red American automobile.
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You should finish with four adjectives in column 1; five in column 2; four in 3; two in 4; three in 5; three
in 6; three in 7; and five in 8.

B Are the adjectives in these phrases in the normal order? Answer ‘Yes’ or ‘No’.

1 ... along hot day. No. 6 ...abigjuicy steak. ................
2 ...alargeblackdog. ................ 7 ... aslim graceful woman. ................
3 ... atall handsome young man. ................ 8 ... agreywoollenpullover. ................
4 ... shortfatlegs. ................ 9 ... alarge comfortable armchair. ................
5 ...anewreddress. ................ 10 ... a long difficult journey. ................
C are the adjectives and nouns in front of the final noun in the normal order? Answer ‘Yes' or ‘No'.
1 ... a weekly cash payment. LYes. 6 ... acleveroptical illusion. ................
2 ...the French film industry. ................ 7 ... agreat personal triumph. ................
3 ... the highest monthly figures. ................ 8 ... the worst British air disaster. ................
4 ... aserious political force. ................ 9 ...finite energy resources. ................
5 ... the long bitter struggle. ................ 10 ... aviolent armed robbery. ................
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Unit 21 Adjectives with prepositions

Main points

e used alone or with ‘to’, usually referring to:

e Some adjectives used after link verbs
can be used alone or followed by a
prepositional phrase.

e Some adjectives must be followed by
particular prepositions.

e Some adjectives can be followed by
different prepositions to introduce
different types of information.

similarity: close equal identical related similar
manlage: married engaged

loyalty: dedicated devoted loyal

rank: junior senior

1 When you use an adjective afteralink verb, you
can often use the adjective on its own or followed by a
prepositional phrase. See Unit 22 for other patterns.

He was afraid.
He was afraid of his enemies.

2 Some adjectives cannot be used alone after a
link verb. If they are followed by a prepositional
phrase, it must have a particular preposition:

aware of unaware of fond of
accustomed to unaccustomed to used to

I've always been terribly fond of you.
He is unaccustomed to the heat.

3 Some adjectives can be used alone, or followed
by a particular preposition:

e used alone, or with ‘of’ to specify the cause of a
feeling

afraid critical jealous suspicious
ashamed envious proud terrified
convinced frightened scared tired

They may feel jealous of your success.
| was terrified of her.

e used alone, or with ‘of’ to specify the person who
has a quality

brave good polite thoughtful
careless intelligent sensible unkind

clever kind silly unreasonable
generous nice stupid wrong

That was clever of you!
I turned the job down, which was stupid of me.
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My problems are very similar to yours.
He was dedicated to his job.

e ysed alone, or followed by ‘with’ to specify the
cause of a feeling

bored dispieased impatient pleased

content dissatisfied impressed satisfied

| could never be bored with football.
He was pleased with her.

e used alone or with ‘at’, usually referring to:

strong reactlons: amazed astonished shocked
surprised
abllity: bad excellent good hopeless useless

He was shocked at the hatred they had shown.
She had always been good at languages.

® used alone, or with ‘for to specify the person or
thing that quality relates to

common essential possible unusual
difficult important unnecessary usual
easy necessary

It's difficult for young people on their own.
It was unusual for them to go away at the weekend.

4 Some adjectives can be used alone, or used
with different prepositions.

e used alone, with an impersonal subject and ‘of’
and the subject of the action, or with a personal
subject and ‘to’ and the object of the action

cruel good nasty rude
friendly kind nice unfriendly
generous mean polite unkind

It was rude of him to leave so suddenly.
She was rude to him for no reason.

e used alone, with ‘about’ to specify a thing or ‘with’
to specify a person

angry delighted fedup happy
annoyed disappointed furious upset

She was still angry about the result.
They're getting pretty fed up with him.




Unit 21 Practice |

A Complete these definitions by adding the adjective with the right meaning. Use a different adjective in

each sentence. See the lists on the opposite page for adjectives to use.

1 If something makes you very frightened you are ...‘.'z.e.'.’f'.' /![/ed ............... of it.

2 If you continue to support someone who is introuble you are .............c.c.ccoevvuu... to them.

3 If two things are almost the same oneis ....................o.oeeeeen.. to the other.

4 If two things are exactly the same oneis ...........cooeceveeiiinen, to the other.

5 If you buy someone an expensive present they might say ‘That'svery .................cccoeevunin. of you.'
6 Someonewho isafineathleteis ................ccoeeeeiinins at games.

B Use the adjectives below to complete the sentences that foliow.

bored delighted different fond proud responsible senior stupid surprised used

1 My brother did well. | was Lproud of him.
2 He made a silly mistake. ltwasvery ...........coooeeviieiiineeenn, of him.
3 lcan'tstandthe heat. 'mnot ...........oociiiiiiiiniii, to it.
4 Things have changed. Lifeisvery .....................ccocoone, from what it used to be.
L i 1 O, at you. | can’t understand the way you behaved.
B I'm ., with the result. It's exactly what | wanted.
7 WhOiS..ooooivviiiiii for this mess? Who left all these things lying around?
8 Jackis .ooioiiiiiiiii with school. He wants to leave as soon as possible.
9 Maryisanold friendof mine. 'mvery ............oooovveiiiiiiniiinennen. of her.
10 Inthearmy, asergeantis ................cooeeiiiiiiiiininn... to a corporal.

C Complete the definitions using one of the adjectives below with the correct preposition.

engaged furious jealous kind responsible sensible suspicious upset

If someone Makes YOU VEIY @NBIy, YOU @I€ ...oui.iuiriiniitit et ee e

If you feel that you do not trust Someone, you are ............cooocveiviiiiiiiiiiiiii e
If someone else has something and you wish you had it, youare .........................ccienn
If you treat someone very well, you are beINg .........ooiiiiiiiiiiiii e
If you have agreed to marry SOMEONE, YOU @€ ..........c.couiiiiiiieiereieiieinerneearsnersenerneeeaeeaesas

0 ~N O O b W N

If something makes you very worried and unhappy, you are very .. 46 av0dr .

If you make a wise decision, someone might say That'Svery ...,

If you think someone is to bilame for something, you thinktheyare ..............c.cooviiiiiiiiiiinnnnn,
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Unit 22 Adjectives with ‘to’-infinitive or

‘that’-clauses

Main points

e Adjectives used after link verbs are
often followed by ‘to’-infinitive clauses
or ‘that’-clauses.

e Some adjectives are always followed by
‘to’-infinitive clauses.

® You often use ‘to’-infinitive clauses or
‘that’-clauses after adjectives to
express feelings or opinions.

® You often use ‘to’-infinitive clauses after
adjectives when the subject is
impersonal ‘it’.

1 After link verbs, you often use adjectives that
describe how someone feels about an action or
situation. With some adjectives, you can add a
‘to’-infinitive clause or a ‘that’-clause to say what
the action or situation is.

afraid disappointed happy sad
anxious frightened pleased surprised
ashamed glad proud unhappy

If the subject is the same in both clauses, you
usually use a ‘to’-infinitive clause. If the subject is
different, you must use a ‘that’-clause.

I was happy to see them again.
He was happy that they were coming to the party.

You often use a ‘to’-infinitive clause when talking
about future time in relation to the main clause.

I am afraid to go home.
He was anxious to leave before it got dark.

You often use a ‘that’-clause when talking about
present or past time in relation to the main clause.

He was anxious that the passport was missing.
They were afraid that | might have talked to the police.

2 You often use ‘sorry’ with a ‘that’-clause. Note
that ‘that’ is often omitted.

I'm very sorry that | can’t join you.
I'm sorry I'm so late.

3 Some adjectives are not usually used alone, but
have a ‘to’-infinitive clause after them to say what
action or situation the adjective relates to.
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able due likely unlikely
apt inclined prepared unwilling
bound liable ready willing

They were unable to help her.
They were not likely to forget it.
lam willing to try.

I'm prepared to say | was wrong.

4 When you want to express an opinion about
someone or something, you often use an adjective
followed by a ‘to’-infinitive clause.

| difficult easy impossible possible right wrongJ

She had been easy to deceive.
The windows will be almost impossible to open.

Am | wrong to stay here?

Note that in the first two examples, the subject of
the main clause is the object of the ‘to’-infinitive
clause. In the third example, the subject is the same
in both clauses.

5 With some adjectives, you use a ‘that’-clause to
express an opinion about someone or something.

awful extraordinary important sad
bad funny interesting true
essential good obvious

| was sad that people had reacted in this way.
It is extraordinary that we should ever have met!

6 You can also use adjectives with ‘to’-infinitive
clauses after ‘it’ as the impersonal subject. You use
the preposition ‘of’ or ‘for’ to indicate the person or
thing that the adjective relates to.

It was easy to find the path.
It was good of John to help me.
It was difficult for her to find a job.

See Unit 86 for ‘it’ as impersonal subject.
See Unit 21 for more information about adjectives
followed by ‘of' or ‘for'.




Unit 22 Practice

B Use these adjectives to complete the sentences below.

bound due important impossible likely unlikely willing wrong

00 ~N O O & WN P

He will probably win. / He is .../Rely . . . to win.

You must arrive on time. /Itis ..........coooevviieienniinn.n, to arrive on time.

They probably won't come. /Theyare ..............cccoevevunnn.n. to come.

I am certain he will agree. /Heis ..............cco.oovvneennn. . to agree.

Michael has offered to lend you the money. /Michael is ............................ to lend you the money.
The plane is expected at 7.30./The plane is ............ccoeeeenereeenn... to land at 7.30.

Nobody can read his writing. / His writing is ...............cccoeeevvnnenn.n. to read.

You ought not to have done that./ Youwere ...................ccouunnnn. to do that.

C Rewrite these sentences to begin with it as the impersonal subject.

W ~N OO O b WN P

You shouldn’t have lost the money. That was stupid. / Ji was stupid of you fo lose the money.

They stopped the thief. That Was Brave. / ..........coooviiiiimi e e e

Mary paid the bill. That was VEIY BENEIOUS. / .........coiiiiiiiiie oo
You solved the problem. That Was CIBVEI. / .........uuiiiiiio it
Joe sentus the flowers. That Was KiNd. / ..........oooiiiiiiiiiiii e e

D Rewrite these sentences to begin with It as the impersonal subject.

1
2

6

We can help you. It will be easy. Jt will be easy for us fo help you.




Unit 23 Adjectives ending in ‘-ing’ or ‘-ed’

Main points

e Many adjectives ending in *-ing’
describe the effect that something has
on someone’s feelings.

e Some adjectives ending in *-ing’
describe a process or state that
continues over a period of time.

e Many adjectives ending in ‘-ed’ describe
people’s feelings.

1 You use many ‘-ing’ adjectives to describe the
effect that something has on your feelings, or on the
feelings of people in general. For example, if you
talk about ‘a surprising number’, you mean that the
number surprises you.

alarming charming embarrassing surprising
amazing confusing exciting terrifying
annoying convincing frightening tiring
astonishing depressing interesting welcoming
boring disappointing shocking worrying

He lives in a charming house just outside the town.
She always has a warm welcoming smile.

Most -ing’ adjectives have a related transitive verb.
See Unit 72 for information on transitive verbs.

2 You use some ‘-ing’ adjectives to describe
something that continues over a period of time.

ageing decreasing existing
booming dying increasing

living
remaining

Britain is an ageing society.
Increasing prices are making food very expensive.

These adjectives have related intransitive verbs.
See Unit 72 for information on intransitive verbs.

3 Many ‘-ed’ adjectives describe people’s feelings.
They have the same form as the past participle of a
transitive verb and have a passive meaning. For
example, ‘a frightened person’ is a person who has
been frightened by something.

alarmed delighted frightened surprised
amused depressed interested tired

astonished disappointed satisfied troubled
bored excited shocked worried
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She looks alarmed about something.
A bored student complained to his teacher.
She had big biue frightened eyes.

Note that the past participles of irregular verbs do
not end in ‘-ed’, but can be used as adjectives. See
the Appendix for a list of irregular past participles.

The bird had a broken wing.
His coat was dirty and torn.

4 Like other adjectives, -ing' and ‘-ed’ adjectives
can be:
® used in front of a noun

They still show amazing loyalty to their parents.
This is the most terrifying tale ever written.

I was thanked by the satisfied customer.

The worried authorities cancelled the match.

e used after link verbs

It's amazing what they can do.

The present situation is terrifying.

He felt satisfied with all the work he had done.
My husband was worried.

e modified by adverbials such as ‘quite’, ‘really’, and
‘very’

The film was quite boring.
There is nothing very surprising in this.
She was quite astonished at his behaviour.

He was a very disappointed young man.
® used in the comparative and superiative

His argument was more convincing than mine.

He became even more depressed after she died.
This is one of the most boring books I've ever read.
She was the most interested in going to the cinema.

5 A small number of -ed’ adjectives are normally
only used after link verbs such as ‘be’, ‘become’, or
‘feel’. They are related to transitive verbs, and are
often followed by a prepositional phrase, a ‘to’-
infinitive clause, or a ‘that’-clause.

convinced interested prepared tired
delighted involved scared touched
finished pleased thrilled

The Brazilians are pleased with the results.
He was always prepared to account for his actions.
She was scared that they would find her.



Unit 23 Practice

A Use the “ing’ adjectives below to complete the sentences which follow.

ageing existing growing increasing living rising

1
2

The main problem is ”’5”'9 .................... prices. Things are getting much too expensive.
Factories in Japan are becoming even more automated, Making .......ccooveiiiiiini, use of
robots.

Things will have to change. The ............ccccceevvieeninn., system simply doesn’t work.
Mohammed Ali, the former heavyweight champion of the world, has been describedasa ..................
.............. legend.

The young folk have all gone. There is no one left in the village apartfromafew................................
people.

Unemployment is onthe increase. A .....................oooii number of young people, in particular,
are finding themseives out of work.

B use the *-ed’ adjectives below to complete the definitions which follow.

alarmed amused astonished bored depressed satisfied

1
2
3
4

5
6

When you find something funny, you are ..amused by it.

If something makes you sad and unhappy, youfeel .................ovvvmiii .

fyouare .............oooovveeenna. , you feel very surprised.

If something makes you very worried, you are ...l by it.

If you are reasonably content with something, you feel ...........cccoooiiiiiiiil. .

Whenyouare ................cooooeiin, . you feel tired and impatient because you have nothing to do.

C Complete the following pairs of sentences using the correct form of the verb in brackets. You must use
the ‘-ed’ form for one sentence in each pair and the ‘-ing’ form for the other.

1

» Bank

alhad nothing to do. Iwas ..0ored . . . and lonely. (bore)

b I had only one book with me but | didn’t read it. It was so ....@.Q.’f’f'ﬁ .................. )
al enjoyed Dr Brown’s visit. He isavery ...........cccoveeveuineeii . speaker. (interest)
b We invited them to join us, but they weren'treally ............co..covvvviiiii .
aThebadnewswasvery ..........cc...c...co..o.... . {depress)

b It was a bad day. We were ail thoroughly ................ccoveveiiviii, .

a | enjoyed the film. The monster was absolutely .......................ccoo .. . (terrify)

b We were told there was a bomb in the building. Everyone was absolutely ............................... .
aWewererather................................ with the results. (disappoint)
bTheresultswerevery ................co.cocooi.. .

a We were dreadfully late. R was very ............ccccoieeeiiini il . (embarrass)

b George made a perfect fool of himself. He was awfully ... .
aJack looked evenmore ..............ccocoiiiiiiil, than he felt. (amaze)

b She is a brilliant woman. She hasthe most ................ocooooiiiiil ideas

a Have you heard what's happened? ISn'tit ..........coooevvveeieinei i, ? (excite)

b Mary looked calm, but inside she feltreally ...........cc...ccoo....... .
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Unit 24 Comparatives and superlatives: forms

Malin points

® You add ‘-er for the comparative and
‘.est’ for the superlative of one-syllable
adjectives and adverbs.

® You use ‘-er and ‘-est’ with some two-
syllable adjectives.

e You use ‘more’ for the comparative and
‘most’ for the superlative of most two-
syllable adjectives, all longer
adjectives, and adverbs ending in ‘-ly".

e Some common adjectives and adverbs
have irregular forms.

1 You add ‘-er for the comparative form and *-est’
for the superlative form of one-syllable adjectives

and adverbs. If they end in ‘-¢’, you add '-r’" and ‘-st’.

cheap = cheaper > cheapest
safe o safer = safest

cold light rough young large
fast poor smail ~  nice
hard quick weak close wide

They worked harder.
I've found a nicer hotel.

If they end in a single vowe! and consonant (except
‘-w"), you double the consonant.

| big = bigger = biggest ]

ﬁat hot sad thin wet l

The day grew hotter.
Henry was the biggest of them.

2 With two-syllable adjectives ending in a
consonant followed by ‘-y', you change the -y’ to ‘-i’
and add ‘-er' and ‘-est’.

[ happy = happier <> happiest

angry dirty friendly heavy silly
busy easy funny lucky tiny

It couldn't be easier.
That is the funniest bit of the film.
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3 You use ‘more’ for the comparative and ‘most’ for
the superlative of most two-syltable adjectives, all
fonger adjectives, and adverbs ending in *-ly’.

careful = more careful = most careful
beautiful <> more beautiful = most beautiful
seriously = more seriously = most seriously

Be more careful next time.
They are the most beautiful gardens in the worid.
It affected Clive most seriously.

Note that for ‘early’ as an adjective or adverb, you
use ‘earlier’ and ‘earliest’, not ‘more’ and ‘most’.

4 With some common two-syilable adjectives and
adverbs, you can either add ‘-er’ and "-est’, or use
‘more’ and ‘most’.

common gentle likely pleasant simple
cruel handsome narrow polite stupid

Note that ‘clever and ‘quiet’ only add ‘-er’ and "-est'.

It was quieter outside.
He was the cleverest man | ever met.

5 You normally use ‘the’ with superlative
adjectives in front of nouns, but you can omit ‘the’
after a link verb.

It was the happiest day of my life.
it was one of the most important discoveries.
I was happiest when | was on my own.

When ‘most’ is used without ‘the’ in
front of adjectives and adverbs, it often means
almost the same as ‘very'.

This book was most interesting.
! object most strongly.

6 A few common adjectives and adverbs have
irregular comparative and superlative forms.

good/well > better > best
bad/badly => worse > worst
far o farther/further > farthest/furthest

old < older/eider > oldest/eldest

She would ask him when she knew him better.
She sat near the furthest window.

Note that you use ‘elder’ or ‘eldest’ to say which
brother, sister, or child in a family you mean.

Our eldest daughter couldn’t come.



Unit 24 Practice

A Put the adjectives below into two columns.

black careful certain difficult expensive fashionable great

intelligent long old short slow small useful warm
One syllable adjectives with comparative in ‘-er’ Adjectives of two or more syllables using ‘more’
and superlative in ‘-est’: and ‘most’:
....... BER ... LCareful

B Look at these adjectives and underline those ending in *-y'. All of these form the comparative and
superlative with ‘-ier’ and ‘-iest’.

crafty disappointed funny helpful important interesting
pretty silly unhappy unlucky unusual valuable

Look at the remaining adjectives. Do they ali have two or more syllables? How do they form the

bad ... WOISE, WOrst BOOG e
I ROt
DI e WhIte Lo
L1 TP SN

D Review exercises A to C above and write down the comparative and superlative form of these adjectives.
tiny ...finier, finiest




Unit 25 Comparatives and superlatives: uses

Main points

e Comparative adjectives are used to
compare people or things.

e Superlative adjectives are used to say
that one person or thing has more of a
quality than others in a group or others
of that kind.

e Comparative adverbs are used in the
same way as adjectives.

1 You use comparative adjectives to compare one
person or thing with another, or with the same
person or thing at another time. After a comparative
adjective, you often use ‘than’.

She was much older than me.
I am happier than | have ever been.

2 You use a superlative to say that one person or
thing has more of a quality than others in a group or
others of that kind.

Tokyo is Japan’s largest city.
He was the tallest person there.

3 You can use comparative and superlative
adjectives in front of a noun.

| was a better writer than he was.
He had more important things to do.
It was the quickest route from Rome to Naples.

You can also use comparative and superlative
adjectives after link verbs.

My brother is younger than me.

He feels more content now.

The sergeant was the tallest.

This book was the most interesting.

4 You can use adverbs of degree in front of
comparative adjectives.

alot rather
much slightly

abit a great/good deal
far  alittle

This car's a bit more expensive.
Now | feel a great deal more confident.
It's a rather more complicated story than that.
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You can also use adverbs of degree such as ‘by far’,
‘easily’, ‘much’, or ‘quite’ in front of ‘the’ and
superlative adjectives.

It was by far the worst hospital | had ever seen.

She was easily the most intelligent person in the
class.

Note that you can put ‘very’ between ‘the' and a
superlative adjective ending in "-est’.

It was of the very highest quality.

5 When you want to say that one situation
depends on another, you can use ‘the’ and a
comparative followed by ‘the’ and another
comparative.

The smaller it is, the cheaper it is to post.
The larger the organisation is, the greater the
problem of administration becomes.

When you want to say that something increases or
decreases, you can use two comparatives linked by
‘and’.

It's getting harder and harder to find a job.

Cars are becoming more and more expensive.

6 After a superlative adjective, you can use a
prepositional phrase to specify the group you are
talking about. .

Henry was the biggest of them.
These cakes are probably the best in the world.
He was the most dangerous man in the country.

7 You use the same structures in comparisons
using adverbs as those given for adjectives:

e ‘than’ after comparative adverbs
Prices have been rising faster than incomes.

® ‘the’ and a comparative adverb followed by ‘the’
and another comparative adverb

The quicker we finish, the sooner we will go home.
e two comparative adverbs linked by ‘and’

He sounded worse and worse.
He drove faster and faster till we told him to stop.



Unit 25 Practice

1 You certainly iook much . happierihan you did yesterday. (happy)

2 HeisObVIOUSIY ....ooouvviveiiiieeeeeeieeai insport ................ I am. (interested)

3 The game will certainlybe much ..............ccccooceveeeevvnniii i, it was last year. (exciting)

4 Children nowadays seemtobe much ............cccoooeeeeeeeiiiiii they used to be. (noisy)
5 She’s actuallyagooddeal ..............ccooevvvviiiiienanini, she looks. (old)

C Form the comparative of the adjectives in these phrases and use the phrases in the sentences below.

agoodidea abighouse a healthyciimate ayoungman a good job

1 California certainly has .4 healthier climate than New York.

2 I'm getting too old. Thisisajobfor..............ccccvvvmveieinenni, .

3 When the children get a bit older we'll reallyneed ...........ooooveeeeeeeeee .
4 I'msure itwon't work. Can't you come up with ............ooovvuveveiioreeeeeii, ?

5 Perhaps we could afford it if | could gt .........ccoooveeveeeiiiiir .

D Complete these sentences using a superlative adjective in each one.

1 I've never heard a more ridiculous story.
That's....the most ridiculous story . pve ever heard.

2 We had never stayed in a more expensive hote!.

WaS .o we had ever stayed in.
3 Ihad never had such a tiring journey before.

RWas ..o I had ever had.
4 I've never had nearly such a tasty meal before.

ThatWas .......ccoovevvviiiiiiiiii i, I have ever had.
5 It's years since | saw a game as good as that.

That's oo I've seen for years

» Bank | 51




Unit 26 Other ways of comparing things

Words like: as ... as, the same (as), like

Main points

® You use ‘as...as...’ to compare people
or things.

® You can also compare people or things
by using ‘the same (as)’.

e You can also compare people or things
by using a link verb and a phrase
beginning with ‘like’.

1 You use ‘as...as...’ to compare people or things
that are similar in some way.You use ‘as’and an
adjective or adverb, followed by ‘as’ and a noun
group, an adverbial, or a clause.

You're as bad as your sister.

The airport was as crowded as ever.
Iam as good as she is.

Let us examine it as carefully as we can.

2 You can make a negative comparison using ‘not
as...as...’or‘notso...as...".

The food wasn't as good as yesterday.
They are not as clever as they appear to be.
He is not so oid as | thought.

3 You can use the adverbs ‘almost’, ‘just’, ‘nearly’,
or ‘quite’ in front of ‘as...as...".

He was almost as fast as his brother.
Mary was just as pale as before.
She was nearly as tall as he was.

In a negative comparison, you can use ‘not nearly’ or
‘not quite’ before ‘as...as...".

This is not nearly as complicated as it sounds.
The hotel was not quite as good as they expected.

4 When you want to say that one thing is very
similar to something else, you can use ‘the same as’
followed by a noun group, an adverbial, or a clause.

Your bag is the same as mine.
| said the same as always.
She looked the same as she did yesterday.
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If people or things are very similar or identical, you
can also say that they are ‘the same’.

Teenage fashions are the same all over the world.
The initial stage of learning English is the same for
many students.

You can use some adverbs in front of ‘the same as’
or ‘the same’.

almost just much roughly
exactly more or less nearly virtually

He did exactly the same as John did.
You two look almost the same.

You can use ‘the same’ in front of a noun group, with
or without ‘as’ after the noun group.

They reached almost the same height.
It was painted the same colour as the wall.

5 You can also compare people or things by using
a link verb such as ‘be’, ‘feel’, ‘look’, or ‘seem’ and a
phrase beginning with ‘like’.

It was like a dream.

He still feels like a child.

He looked like an actor.

The houses seemed like mansions.

You can use some adverbs in front of ‘like’.

a bit exactly least more quite somewhat
alittle just less most rather very
He looks just like a baby.

Of all his children, she was the one most like me.

6 If the noun group after ‘as’ or ‘like’ in any of
these structures is a pronoun, you use an object
pronoun or possessive pronoun.

Jane was as clever as him.
His car is the same as mine.

7 You can also use ‘less’ and ‘least’ to make
comparisons with the opposite meaning to ‘more’
and ‘most’.

They were less fortunate than us.
He was the least skilled of the workers.
We see him less frequently than we used to.



Unit 26 Practice

1

W ~N O U b WN

Jenny works hard and 50 d0€S BECKY. / .......c..oouiiviiiiiiiieeceeee oo
Jack can run fast and $0 Can Jill. / ........ocoiiiiiiiiiiii e

B Use these adjectives and adverbs to complete the sentences that follow.

cheap clever cold hard long much quick well

0 ~N OO B WN R

'm getting old. | can't work as ... Adrd . as | used to.

Prices have gone up. Things aren'tas ........................ as they used to be.
Have you been ill? You're not I00KINE @S ... as you usually do.
Jack’s doing well at school. He’'s nearlyas ........................ as his sister.
It's freezing. lt mustbe nearlyas ........................ as last winter.

Joe still plays tennis. He says he enjoys itas ........................ as ever,
Thebuswasn'tas........................ as the train. It took over two hours.

Cats don't usually live as ........................ as dogs.

C write sentences using the same. Here are some nouns to help you.

age length size height weight

D Match these sentences. The first has been done for you.

1
2
3
4
5
6

It was an enormous house.

The dog gave a dreadful growl.

The city centre is dreadfully crowded.
This cheese is awful.

| recognised Eleanor easily.

This is lovely soft cotton.

It sounded like a tiger.

It smells like bad eggs.

It feels like silk.

She looks just like her sister.
It looked like a castle.

It's just like London.

- 0O O o0 T

» Bank
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Unit 27 Possession

Main points

e Possessives and possessive pronouns
are used to say that one person or thing
belongs to another or is connected with
another.

® You use apostrophe s ('s) to say who
something belongs to.

® You use phrases with ‘of' to say that one
person or thing belongs to another or is
connected with another.

1 You use possessives to say that a person or
thing belongs to another person or thing or is
connected with them. The possessives are
sometimes called ‘possessive adjectives’.

rmy your his her its our their l

Note that ‘your’ is both singular and plural.

I'd been waiting a long time to park my car.
They took off their shoes.

WEGINER The possessive ‘its’ is not spelled with
an apostrophe. The form ‘it's’ with an apostrophe is
the short form for ‘it is’ or ‘it has'.

2 You put numbers and adjectives after the
possessive and in front of the noun.

Their two small children were playing outside.
She got a bicycle on her sixth birthday.

3 You use a possessive pronoun when you want to
refer to a person or thing and to say who that person
or thing belongs to or is connected with. The
possessive pronouns are:

|T1ine yours his hers ours theirsJ

Note that ‘yours' is both singular and plural.

Is that coffee yours or mine?
It was his fault, not theirs.

WEENDER There is no possessive pronoun ‘its’.

4 You can also say who or what something belongs
to or is connected with by using a noun with
apostrophe s ('s). For example, if John owns a
motorbike, you can refer to it as ‘John’s motorbike’.
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Sylvia put her hand on John's arm.
| like the car’s design.

You add apostrophe s ('s) to singular nouns and
irregular plural nouns, usually referring to people
rather than things.

I wore a pair of my sister’s boots.
Children’s birthday parties can be boring.

With plural nouns ending in ‘-s’ you only add the
apostrophe ().

It is not his parents’ problem.

You add apostrophe s ('s) to people's names, even
when they end in ‘-s'.

Could you give me Charles’s address?

Note that when you use two or more names linked by

‘and’, you put the apostrophe s ('s) after the last
name.

They have bought Sue and Tim's car.

5 When you want to refer to someone’s home, or to
some common shops and places of work, you can use
apostrophe s ('s) after a name or noun on its own.

He's round at David's.
I bought it at the chemist’s.
She must go to the doctlor’s.

6 You can also use apostrophe s ('s) with some
expressions of time to identify something, or to say
how much time is involved.

Did you see the cartoon in yesterday's newspaper?
They have four weeks’ holiday per year.

7 You can use a prepositional phrase beginning
with ‘of to say that one person or thing belongs to or
is connected with another.

She is the mother of the boy who lives next door.
Elien aimlessly turned the pages of her magazine.

After ‘of you can use a possessive pronoun, or a
noun or name with apostrophe s ('s).

He was an old friend of mine.
That word was a favourite of your father’s.
She’s a friend of Stephen’s.

8 You can add ‘own’ after a possessive, or a noun
or name with apostrophe s ('s), for emphasis.

My own view is that there are no serious problems.
The professor's own answer may be unacceptable.



Unit 27 Practice

A Complete these sentences by adding a possessive.

1 tleft.. 4. car in the garage.

2 Maryhung ................ coat on the peg.

3 Jackhad................ hair cut.

4 NeilandDavid ate ................ supper.

5 Ihopeyouenjoy ................ holiday.

6 We'll invite you roundto ................ house sometime.

And complete these by adding a possessive with own.

7 Youmustmakeup ... yourown mind.

8 The childrenhad to COOK ..........cvvveeeeiiii. supper.

9 Bill borrowed Jenny'scar. ............coevenveniennenan.. car was being repaired.
10 I'bring o sheets and towels.
11 Everydoghad ................c.oevniinl, special basket to sleep in.
12 Youshoulddo ...........oceveeviiinnennnnn., washing up.

B Complete the sentences by adding apostrophe or apostrophe s ('s) to the noun group in brackets.

1 They're having a . Children’s party on Saturday. (children)
2 ThiSISMY oo house. (parents)
3 YouknowJOhn? HE'S ..........coovvviiiiiieiin i, father. (David and Neil)
4 Iborrowed .........coooiiiiiiiii bike. (James)
5 Ilbestayinginmy ........cooooiiiiiiiiiiiiiii . flat. (friends)
6 That l00ksS lIKE ....oeoviieeieeieieee e car. (John and Jean)
T ThiSIS cooviiiee e, coat, isn't it? (Sylvia)
8 We'regoingaway for ...........c.ooovivviiiniinnnnannn, holiday. (a week)
9 Youneed ..........oooviiiiiii rest. (a couple of days)
10 Weusuallyhave ............ooooviiiiiiiiiii, holiday in summer. (two weeks)

C Rewrite the replies to these questions.
1 A:ls this Becky’s coat?

B: No, it belongs to Jenny. / Nojifsdenny’s.

2 A: Whose keys are these?

1They BeloNG 1O ME./ ..o

: Is this your money?

iNO, [think it BeIONES tO YOU. / ooovii i e

: Is this John's pen?

: Is this Jane’s book?

:Yes, I'msure it belONGS tO NET. / ...oiveiii e

: Is that Neil and David’s car?

1YES, L DEIONES tO tNeIM. / e e e

P Bank

B

A

B

A

B: Yes, 1 think it belongs to him./ ..o e
A

B

A

B
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Unit 28 Nouns with prepositions

Main points

e ‘'Of can be used to add many different
types of information, ‘with’ is used to
specify a quality or possession.

e Some nouns are always followed by
particular prepositions.

1 You can give more information about a noun by
adding a prepositional phrase after it.

Four men on holiday were in the car.
A sound behind him made him turn.

2 You often use the preposition ‘of after a noun to
add various kinds of information. For example, you
can use ‘of to indicate:

e what something is made of or consists of

...awall of stone.
A feeling of panic was rising in him.

e what the subject matter of speech, writing, or a
picture is

She gave a brief account of her interview.
There was a picture of them both in the paper.

® what a person or thing belongs to or is connected
with

She was the daughter of the village priest.
The boys sat on the floor of the living room.

® what qualities a person or thing has

She was a woman of energy and ambition.
They faced problems of great complexity.

3 After nouns referring to actions, you use ‘of' to
indicate the subject or object of the action.

...the arrival of the police.
...the destruction of their city.

After nouns referring to people who perform an
action, you use ‘of’ to say what the action invoives or
is aimed at.

...Supporters of the hunger strike.
...a student of English.

Note that you often use two nouns, rather than a
noun and a prepositional phrase. For example, you
say ‘bank robbers’, not ‘robbers of the bank'.
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4 After nouns referring to measurement, you use
‘of’ to give the exact figure.

...an average annual temperature of 20 degrees.
...a speed of 25 kilometres an hour.

You can use ‘of’ after a noun to give someone’s age.
Jonathan was a child of seven when it happened.

5 You use ‘with’ after a noun to say that a person
or thing has a particular quality, feature, or
possession.

...a girl with red hair.

...the man with the gun.

Note that you use ‘in’ after a noun to say what
someone is wearing.

...a grey-haired man in a raincoat.

...the man in dark glasses.

6 Some nouns are usually followed by a particular
preposition. Here are some examples of:

o nouns followed by ‘to’

alternative attitude invitation relevance
answer devotion reaction resistance
approach introduction reference return

This was my first real introduction to Africa.
e nouns followed by ‘for’

admiration need
desire
dislike

responsibility taste
reason search thirst
respect substitute

Their need for money is growing fast.
e nouns followed by ‘on’

l agreement attack comment effect tax |

She had a dreadful effect on me.
e nouns foliowed by ‘with’ or ‘between’

connection contact link relationship l

His illness had some connection with his diet.
® nouns followed by ‘in’

rdecrease difficulty fall increase rise |

They demanded a large increase in wages.



Unit 28 Practice

A Use the nouns below to complete the sentences which follow.

contribution cure damage demand invitation recipe reply room solution sympathy
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In the last storm there was a lot of ... 4dmage. . . to the roof.

They asked mefora.......c..c.oooovvviieieiiinnninnnn. to the church so | gave them £25.

What didyou say inyour ...........c.ccooeeviiiiiinnnininn to David’s letter?

They were kind enoughtosendme an ..................ccooveeeeiivunnnn.... to the wedding.

I'mafraid lcan'tofferany ...........c.ccoooviiievviiieennn to the problem.

Do you think they will everfind a .............ccooovevveeeiieeiiinnnn., for the common cold?

Sithere. Wecanmake ................ccooevveviinnieneinnnn. for another one.

Ihave no .........ccooiiiiiieic for people who get into trouble through dangerous driving.
Canlhavethe .............cooveeniiiecineneen, for that lovely cake?

There’'snotmuch .............coooovviiiviniiciins for firewood nowadays.

B Now do these in the same way.

advantage cause comment contact decision difference difficulty relationship increase tax
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The government is going to increase the ‘l“X ............................... on cigarettes.

I'd like to make justone .................coocieiiinn on your answer.

She has alwayshad avery close ..............cccoeevvvvvinnenennnnn... with her father.

I haven't heard from Angela for ages. I've almost 10St ........c.cocoeeeiiiviveiiiiiiniii, with her.
Thereisalwaysabig ............occoeviiiiieiiiiiinnennn. in sales just before Christmas.

Heart disease is the commonest ......................cceeeeivinneeenn, of death in industrialised societies.
Themain ......ccooviviiiiii of air travel is that it's so quick.

falways have great ............cocceeiviiniiiiiiniinninn. .. in getting up early in the morning.
Haveyoureacheda .................ccoeoieiiveinnininnns on whether or not to sell your house?

What'sthe ... between a house and a bungalow?

C Complete these sentences using the correct prepositions.

1
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Some people have a very strange attitude la ......... animals.

The Sunday Times made a fierce attack ................ the Prime Minister.
There was asharprise................. prices last month.

People used to believe that air poliution was the cause ................ malaria.
You should try to have more sympathy ................ other people.

Surely we can come to some agreement ................ the price.

In the long run there is no alternative ................ hard work.

We should have respect ................ other people’s beliefs.

The main disadvantage ................ air travel is the high cost.

Our school has close links ................ several schools overseas.
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