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lntroduction

The coBUtLD approach to grammar is simple and direct. We study a large

I collection of English texts, and find out how people are actually using
I the language. We pick the most important points and we show how the

words and phrases are used by quoting actual examples from our text
collection. As a student of English, you can be sure that you are presented
with real English, as it is actually used.

ln this book we give explanations of the most important, frequent, and
typical points of English grammar along with a lot of practice material so
that you can put the knowledge to use immediately. This makes the book
suitable both as a classroom text, and also for private study. This is a
grammar of meanings as well as structures. The exercises help you to link
the meanings and structures, notjust to practise the structures. There are
two editions available: with or without a key to the exercises.

The grammar is often very direct and easy to understand. Sometimes
English speakers and writers prefer a simple structure and only very
advanced students need to know more than that. At other times we give
more details, because they are necessary for clear understanding and
accurate usage.

This book has developed from the same database which was used in the
Collins Cobuild English Grammar. Our first grammar book has been well
received, and we are continuing full scale research on grammar in order to
be ever more accurate and relevant to the needs of the teacher and
student.

lwould be very glad to have your comments on this book, especially on how
useful you find it. lt is designed for use by anyone who has enough English
to understand the explanations, which we expect to be intermediate and
above.

John Sinclair
Editor in Chief
Cobuild
Professor of Modern English Language
University of Birmi ngham
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How to use the Grammar

This book is designed so that you can find the answers to particular problems
of English grammar. You are not expected to start at Unit 1 and study the
Units one by one, or to study a whole Unit at a time. Different people have
different problems, so they need to look at d ifferent points in different Units.

Flndlng what
you want

Contents

There is a complete list of contents on pages iv to v. This gives the
numbers and titles of all the Units. The Units are grouped under various
headings to help you, for example 'Nouns', 'Prepositions', and 'Modals'.

lndex

There is an lndex at the back of the book on pages 233 to 240. The lndex is
an alphabetical list of grammar points covered in this book. For each point,
the lndex gives the Unit number and paragraph number where the point is
explained. Grammar terms such as'adjectives', 'nouns', and lerbs'are in
bold letters. The ideas that you can express, such as 'ability' and 'certainty',
are also in bold letters. The actual words and forms explained in the
grammar, such as 'able' and 'this', are in italic letters. So you can find the
point you want by looking in the index.

Glossary

There is a Glossary on pages x to xiv. The Glossary explains the meaning of
the grammar terms used in this book, with examples. The terms are listed
in alphabetical order. lf you are not sure what a term means, you can look
at the Glossary.

Uslng the
grammar unlts

Each Unit has two parts. The left-hand page contains the explanation of the
grammar rules and patterns. The right-hand page contains practice
material.

Left-hand pages

Maln polnts
The left-hand page has two columns. At the top of the first column you will
find a section headed 'Main points'. This is a summary of the important
information given in the Unit. Each Main point is introduced by a large bold
dot. You will find more detailed information about the point in the
numbered paragraphs on the same page.
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Numbered paragraphs
The rest of the left hand-page is divided into numbered paragraphs. These
give more detailed information about the topic covered in the Unit.

Eomple sentences
Each point is illustrated with example sentences printed in italic letters,
When particular words in the example sentences show the point that is
being explained, the words are underlined.

Llsts
With many rules and patterns, a number of words are used in the same
way. When this is the case, a list of words is given. For some points, a
complete list of the words would be very long, so only the commonest
words are included.

Warnlngs
Some points of English grammar frequently cause learners to make
mistakes. Sometimes they are exceptions to a rule. Sometimes the rules
are different in other languages. We have used the label ,WARNING' before
such points.

Cross-references
Sometimes, more information about a rule or pattern is contained in
another Unit. When this is the case, we tell you which Unit to refer to.

Rlght-hand pages

The right-hand page contains practice material for you to do. There are
many different types of exercise, so you should read the instructions
carefully. A bold triangle at the bottom of the page followed by the word
'Bank' indicates that you will find more practice material on the same topic
in the 'Bank of further exercises' at the back of the book.

Model answerc
For each exercise, the first answer has been supplied. you can use this as
a model for the rest of the exercise.

Bank of further
exercises

The Bank of further exercises is at the back of the book. Some of the
exercises relate to a particular Unit, and the Unit or paragraph number is
given. Other exercises have been designed to give you more general
grammar practice.

Key to
exercises

ln the Self-study edition, a Key to all the exercises is given at the back of
the book.

ix



Glossary of glammar terms
Note: entries in bold are terms used in this grammar

abstract noun a noun used to refer to a quality,
idea, feeling, or experience, rather than a physical

object; ec size. reason. ioY.
actlve voice verb groups such as'gives', 'took', 'has

made', which are used when the subject of the verb
is the person or thing doing the action or
responsible for it. Compare with passive voice.

adJectlve a word used to tell you more about a

person or thing, such as their appearance, colour,
size, or other qualities; EG ...a pretty blue dress.

adjunct another name for adverbial.
adverb a word that gives more information about

when, how, where, or in what circumstances
something happens; EG quicklY, now.

adverbial an adverb, or an adverb phrase'
prepositional phrase, or noun group which does
the same job as an adverb, giving more
information about when, how, where, or in what
circumstances something happens; ee then, very
quickly, in the street, the next day.

adverbial of degree an adverbial which indicates
the amount or extent of a feeling or quality; Ec She
felt extremely tired.

adve6ial of dulation an adverbial which indicates
how long something continues or lasts; EG He lived
in London for six years.

adverblal of frequency an adverbial which
indicates how often something happens; ec She
sometimes goes to the cinema.

adverbial of manner an adverbial which indicates
the way in which something happens or is done; EG

She watched carefully.
advelblal of place an adverbial which gives more

information about position or direction; EG They are
upstai rs... M ove cl oser.

adverbial of probabllity an adverbial which gives
more information about how sure you are about
something; ee l've probably lost it.

adverblal of time an adverbial which gives more
information about when something happens: ee /

saw her yesterday.
adverb phtase two adverbs used together; ec She

spoke very quietly... He did not play well enouglh to
win.

affirmatlve a clause or sentence in the affirmative
has the sub.ject followed by the verb.

apostrophe s an ending ('s) added to a noun to
indicate possession; Ec ..,Harriet's daughter... the
professor's husband... the Managing Director's
secretary.

artlcle see definite article, indefinite article.
auxlllary another name for auxiliary verb.

auxlllary verb one of the verbs'be', 'have', and 'do'
when they are used with a main verb to form
tenses, negatives, and questions. Some grammars
include modals in the group of auxiliary verbs.

base form the form of a verb without any endings
added to it, which is used in the 'to'-infinitive and
for the imperative; ee walk, go, have, be. The base
form is the form you look up in a dictionary.

cardinal number a number used in counting; ec

one, seven, nineteen.
clause a group of words containing a verb. See also

main clause and subordinate clause.
collective noun a noun that refers to a group of

people or things, which can be used with a singular
or plural verb; EG committee, team, family.

compatatlve an adjective or adverb with '-er' on the
end or'more' in front of it; EG slower, more
important, more carefu I ly.

complement a noun group or adjective, which
comes after a link verb such as'be', and gives
more information about the subject of the clause;
EG She is a teacher... She is tired.

complex sentence a sentence consisting of a
main clause and a subordinate clause; ec She
wasn't thinking very quickly because she was tired.

compound sentence a sentence consisting of two
or more main clauses linked by'and', 'or'or'but';
ec They picked her up and took her into the house.

contrast clause a subordinate clause, usually
introduced by 'although' or 'in spite of the fact
that', which contrasts with a main clause; EG

Although I like her, I find her hard to talk to.
condltional clause a subordinate clause, usually

starting with 'if' or'unless', which is used to talk
about possible situations and their results; ee They
would be rich if they had taken my advice... We'll
go to the park, unless it rains.

conlunctlon a word such as'and', 'because', or
'nor', that links two clauses, groups, or words.

continuous tense a tense which contains a form of
the verb 'be'and a present participle; eo She was
laughing... They had been playing badminton.

coordlnatlng conJunction a conjunction such as
'and', 'but', or'or', which links two main clauses.

count noun a noun which has both singular and
plural forms; Ec dogdogs, lemon/lemons, foot/
feet.

countable noun another name for count noun.

declarative another name for affirmative.
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defl nlng relatlve clause Glossary modal

deflnlng relatlve clause a retative clause which
identifies the person or thing that is being talked
about. EG ...the lady who lives next door... lwrote
down everything that she said.

deltnlte artlcle the determ i ner'the'.
delexical verb a common verb such as'give',

'have', 'make', or'take', which has very little
meaning in itself and is used with a noun as object
that describes the action; Ec She gave a small
cry... l've just had a bath.

demonstratlve one of the words 'this', 'that',
these', and'those'; EG ...ttris woman... ...that
tree... That looks interesting... This is fun.

descrlptlve adjectlye an adjective which describes
a person or thing, for example indicating their size,
age, shape, or colour, rather than expressing your
opinion of that person or thing. Compare with
opinion adjective.

determlner one of a group of words including 'the',
'a', 'some', and 'my', which are used at the
beginning of a noun group.

dllect oblect a noun group referring to the person
or thing affected by an action, in a clause with a
verb in the active voice; ec She wrote her name... I
shut the windows.

direct speech the actual words spoken by
someone.

ditransitive verb another name for a verb with two
objects, such as'give', 'take', or'sell'; ee She gave
me a kiss.

double-transitive verb another name for a verb
with two objects.

'-ed'adlectlve an adjective which has the same
form as the'-ed'form of a regular verb, or the past
participle of an irregular verb. ec ...boiled
potatoes... ...a broken wing.

'-ed'form the form of a regular verb used for the
past simple and for the past participle.

ellipsis the leaving out of words when they are
obvious from the context.

emphasizing adverb an adverb such as
'absolutely' or'utterly', which modifies adjectives
that express extreme qualities, such as
'astonishing'and 'wonderful'; ee You were
absolutely wonderful.

er$ative verb a verb which is both transitive and
intransitive in the same meaning. The object of the
transitive use is the subject of the intransitive use;
ee He boiled a kettle... The kettle boiled.

first person see person

gerund another name for the '-ing'form when it is
used as a noun.

'if'-clause see conditional clause.
lmperative the form of a verb used when giving

orders and commands, which is the same as its

base form; ee Come here.., TaRe two tablets every
four hours... EnJoy yourself.

lmpersonal 'lt"it' used as an impersonal subject to
introduce new information. ec lt's raining...lt'sten
o'clock.

lndeflnlte artlcle the determiners'a' and'an,.
lndelinlte adyerb a smatt group of adverbs

including 'anywhere' and 'somewhere' which are
used to indicate place in a general way.

indeflnlte ptonoun a small group of pronouns
including'someone' and'anything' which are used
to refer to people or things without saying exactly
who or what they are.

indirect oblect an object used with verbs that take
two objects. For example, in 'l gave him the pen'
and 'l gave the pen to him', 'him' is the indirect
object and 'pen' is the direct object. Compare
direct object.

lndirect questlon a question used to ask for
information or help; ee Do you know where Jane
is?... I wonder which hotel it was.

indirect speech the words you use to report what
someone has said, rather than using their actual
words. Also called reported speech.

lnflnltlve the base form of a verb; EG lwanted to
9o... She helped me digi the garden.

'-lng' adiectlve an adjective whtch has the same
form as the present participle of a verb; EG ...a
smiling face... ...a winning streak.

'-ind form a verb form ending in '-ing'which is used
to form verb tenses, and as an adjective or a noun.
Also called the present participle.

lnterrogatlve pronoun one of the pronouns 'who',
'whose', 'whom', 'what', and 'which', when they are
used to ask questions.

interrogatlve sentence a sentence in the form of a
question.

lntransltlve verb a verb which does not take an
object; rc She arrived... I was yawning.

lrregular a word or form which does not follow the
normal rules.

irregular verb a verb that has three forms or five
forms, or whose forms do not follow the normal
rules.

llnk verb a verb which takes a complement rather
than an object; ee be, become, seem, appear.

maln clause a clause which does not depend on
another clause, and is not part of another clause.

main verb all verbs which are not auxiliaries or
modals.

mannet clause a subordinate clause which
describes the way in which something is done,
usually introduced with'as'or'like'; ec She talks
like her mothet used to.

modal a verb such as'can', 'might', or'will', which is
always the first word in a verb group and is
followed by the base form of a verb. Modals are
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mood Glossary purpose clause

used to express requests, offers, suggestions,
wishes, intentions, pol iteness, possibi I ity,
probability, certainty, obligation, and so on.

mood the mood of a clause is the way in which the
verb forms are used to show whether the clause is
a statement, command, or question.

negatlve a negative clause, question, sentence, or
statement is one which has a negative word such
as'not', and indicates the absence or opposite of
something, or is used to say that something is not
the case; ee I don't know you... l'll never forget.
Compare with positive.

negatlve word a word such as'never', 'no', 'not',
'nothing', or'nowhere', which makes a clause,
question, sentence, or statement negative.

non-deflning relative clause a relative clause
which gives more information about someone or
something, but which is not needed to identify
them because we already know who or what they
are; EG That's Mary, who was at university with me.
Compare with defining relative clause.

non-finite clause a 'to'-infinitive clause, '-ed'
clause, or'-ing' clause.

noun a word which refers to people, things, ideas,
feelings, or qualities EG woman. Harry, guilt.

noun group a group of words which acts as the
subject, complement, or object of a verb, or as the
object of a preposition.

oblect a noun group which refers to a person or
thing that is affected by the action described by a
verb. Compare with subject. Prepositions also have
noun groups as objects.

object ptonoun one of a set of pronouns including
'me', 'him', and 'them', which are used as the
object of a verb or preposition. Object pronouns
are also used as complements after'be'; rc I hit
him... lt's me.

opinlon adJectlve an adjective which you use to
express your opinion of a person or thing, rather
than just describing them. Compare with
descriptive adjective.

ordinal number a number used to indicate where
something comes in an order or sequence; ec flrst,
fifth, tenth, hundredth.

partlclple a verb form used for making different
tenses. Verbs have two participles, a present
participle and a past participle.

partlcle an adverb or preposition which combines
with verbs to form phrasal verbs.

passive volce verb groups such as 'was given',
'were taken', 'had been made', which are used
when the subject of the verb is the person or thing
that is affected by the action. Compare with active
voice.

past form the form of a verb, often ending in '-ed',
which is used for the past simple tense.

past partlclple a verb form which is used to form
perfect tenses and passives. Some past
participles are also used as adjectives. eo
watched. broken, swum,

past tense see tense.
perfect tense see tense.
pelson one of the three classes of people who can

be involved in something that is said. The person
who is speaking or writing is called the first
person. The people who are listening or reading
are called the second person. The people or things
that are being talked about are called the third
person.

pelsonal pronoun one of the group of words
including'l', 'you', and 'me', which are used to refer
back to yourself , the people you are talking to, or
the people or things you are talking about. See
also object pronoun and subject pronoun.

phrasal vetb a combination of a verb and a
particle, which together have a different meaning
to the verb on its own; ee back down, hand over,
look foruard to.

plural the form of a count noun or verb, which is
used to refer to or talk about more than one person
or thing; te Dogs have ears... The women were
outside.

plural noun a noun which is normally used only in
the plural form; Ee trousers. sclssors.

posltlve a positive clause, question, sentence, or
statement is one which does not contain a
negative word such as 'not'.

possesslye one of the determiners'my', 'your',
'his', 'her', 'its', 'our', or'their', which is used to
show that one person or thing belongs to another;
EG yOUr Car.

possessive adjective another name for
possessive.

possesslve pronoun one of the pronouns 'mine',
'yours', 'hers', 'his', 'ours', or'theirs'.

preposltlon a word such as'by', 'with' or'from',
which is always followed by a noun group.

preposltlonal phrase a structure consisting of a
preposition followed by a noun group as its object;
EG on the table, by the sea.

present partlclple see'-ing' form.
present tense see tense.
ptonoun a word which you use instead of a noun,

when you do not need or want to name someone or
something directly; EG it, you, none.

progressive tense another name for continuous
tense,

ptope? noun a noun which is the name of a
particular person, place, organization, or building.
Proper nouns are always written with a capital
letter; EG Nigel, Edinburgh, the United Nations,
Christmas.

purpose clause a subordinate clause which is used
to talk about the intention that someone has when
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quallflel Glossary tense

they do something; ee I came here in order to ask
you out to dinner.

quallfler a word or group of words, such as an
adjective, prepositional phrase, or relative clause,
which comes after a noun and gives more
information about it; Ec ...the person involved...
...a book with a blue covet... ...the shop that I
went into.

questlon a sentence which normally has the verb in
front of the subject, and which is used to ask
someone about something; ee Have you any
money?

questlon tag an auxiliary or modalwith a pronoun,
which is used to turn a statement into a question. EG

He's very friendly, isn't he? . . . I can come, can't l?

reason clause a subordinate clause, usually
introduced by'because', 'since', or'as', which is
used to explain why something happens or is done;
ee Since you're here, we'll start.

reclproca: velb a verb which describes an action
which involves two people doing the same thing to
each other; ee I met you at the dance. . . We've met
one another before... They met in the street.

reflexlve ptonoun a pronoun ending in'-self'or
'-selves', such as'myself' or'themselves', which
you use as the object of a verb when you want to
say that the object is the same person or thing as
the subject of the verb in the same clause. ee He
hurt himself.

leflexlve yelb a verb which is normally used with a
reflexive pronoun as object; EG He contented
hlmself with the thought that he had the only set of
keys.

regular yetb a verb that has four forms, and follows
the normal rules.

?elatlye clause a subordinate clause which gives
more information about someone or something
mentioned in the main clause. See also defining
relative clause and non-defining relative clause.

relatlve pronoun'that' or a 'wh'-word such as 'who'
or'which', when it is used to introduce a relative
clause; EG ...the girl who was carrying the bag.

reported Glause the clause In a report structure
which indicates what someone has said; ee She
said that I couldn't see her.

reported questlon a question which is reported
using a report structure rather than the exact
words used by the speaker. See also indirect
question.

reported Speech the words you use to report what
someone has said, rather than using their actual
words. Also called indirect speech.

reportlng clause the clause in a report structure
which contains the reporting verb.

reportlng vetb a verb which describes what people
say or think; Ec suggest, say, wonder.

report structure a structure which is used to report

what someone says or thinks, rather than
repeating their exact words; Ec She told me she'd
be late.

result clause a subordinate clause introduced by
'so','so...that', or'such...(that)', which indicates
the result of an action or.situation; ee I don't think
there's any more news, so l'll finish.

second person see person.
semi-modal a term used by some grammars to

refer to the verbs 'dare', 'need', and 'used to',
which behave like modals in some structures.

sentence a group of words which express a
statement, question, or command. A sentence
usually has a verb and a subject, and may be a
simple sentence with one clause, or a compound
or complex sentence with two or more clauses. ln
writing, a sentence has a capital letter at the
beginning and a full-stop, question mark, or
exclamation mark at the end.

short form a form in which one or more letters are
omitted and two words are joined together, for
example an auxiliary or modal and 'not', or a
subject pronoun and an auxiliary or modal; ec
aren't, couldn't, he'd,l'm, it's, she's.

simple tense a present or past tense formed
without using an auxiliary verb; EG lwait... she
sang.

slngular the form of a count noun or verb which is
used to refer to or talk about one person or thing;
ee A dog was in the back of the car. .. That woman
is my mother.

singulal noun a noun which is normally used only
in the singular form; se the sun, a bath.

Strong verb another name for irregular verb.
sublect the noun group in a clause that refers to the

person or thing who does the action expressed by
the verb; Ec We were going shopping.

sublect pTonoun one of the set of pronouns
including'l', 'she', and 'they', which are used as
the subject of a verb.

subordlnate clause a clause which must be used
with a main clause and is not usually used alone,
for example a time clause, conditional clause,
relative clause, or result clause, and which begins
with a subordinating conjunction such as'because'
or'while'.

subordlnatlng conlunction a conjunction such as
'although', 'as if', 'because'or'while', which you
use to begin a subordinate clause.

superlatlve an adjective cr adverb with '-est'on the
end or'most' in front of it; EG thinnest, quickest,
most beautiful.

tag question a statement to which a question tag
has been added; ec She s quiet, isn't she?

tense the form of a verb which shows whether you
are referring to the past, present, or future.
future 'will' or 'shall' with the base form of the verb,
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'that'-clause Glossary !es/no'-questlon

used to refer to future events; ec She will come
tomorrow.

future continuous'will' or'shall' with'be' and a
present participle, used to refer to future events;
Ee She will be going soon.

future perfect'will' or'shall' with'have' and a past
pafticiple, used to refer to future events; EG /
shall have finished by tomorrow.

future perfect continuous'will' or'shall' with'have
been'and a present participle, used to refer to
future eventsi Ec I will have been walking for
three hours by then.

past slmple the past form of a verb, used to refer
to past events; ee They waited.

past continuous'was' or'were'with a present
participle, usually used to refer to past events. EG

They were worrying about it yesterday.
past perfect'had'with a past participle, used to

refer to past events; ec She had finished.
past perfect contlnuous'had been'with a present

participle, used to refer to past events; ee He had
been waiting for hours.

present slmple the base form and the third person
singular form of a verb, usually used to refer to
present events; ee I like bananas... My sister
hates them.

present contlnuous the present simple of 'be'with
a present participle, usually used to refer to
present events; EG Things are improving.

present perfect'have' or 'has'with a past
participle, used to refer to past events which
exist in the present; Ee She has loved him for ten
years.

present perfect contlnuous'have been' or'has
been'with a present participle, used to refer to
past events which continue in the present; ec We
have been sitting here for hours.

'that'-clause a clause starting with 'that', used
mainly when reporting what someone has said; EG

She said that she'd wash up for me.

third person see person.
tlme clause a subordinate clause which indicates

the time of an event; ee l'll phone you when I get
back.

tlme expresslon a noun group used as an adverbial
of time; EG /ast night, the day after tomorrow, the
next time.

'to'-inflnltlve the base form of a verb preceded by
'to'; EG to go, to have, to jump.

transltlve verb a verb which takes an object; EG

She's wastlng her money.

uncount noun a noun which has only one form,
takes a singular verb, and is not used with 'a'or
numbers. Uncount nouns often referto
substances, qualities, feelings, activities, and
abstract ideas. Ec coal, courage, anger, help, fun.

verb a word which is used with a subject to say what
someone or something does, orwhat happens to
them; EG sing, spill, die.

verb gloup a main verb, or a main verb with one or
more auxiliaries, a modal, or a modal and an
auxiliary, which is used with a subject to say what
someone does, or what happens to them; ec /'ll
show them. . . She's been sick.

{uuh'-questlon a question which expects the answer
to give more information than just'yes' or 'no'. EG

What happened?... Where did he go?Compare
with'yes/no'-guestion.

'wh'-word one of a group of words starting with 'wh-',
such as'what', 'when'or'who', which are used in
'wh'-questions. 'How' is also called a 'wh'-word
because it behaves like the other'wh'-words.

tes/no'-questlon a question which can be
answered by just'yes' or'no', without giving any
more information; EG Would you like some more
tea? Compare with 'wh'-question.
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Unit 1 Glause and sentence structure

Maln polnts

o Simple sentences have one clause.
o Clauses usually consist of a noun group

as the subject, and a verb group.
o Clauses can also have another noun

group as the object or comPlement.
o Clauses can have an adverbial, also

called an adjunct.
o Changing the order of the words in a

clause can change its meaning.
o Compound sentences consist of two or

more main clauses. Complex sentences
always include a subordinate clause, as
well as one or more main clauses.

1 R simpte sentence has one clause, beginning
with a noun group called the subject. The subject is
the person or thing that the sentence is about. This
is followed by a verb group, which tells you what the
subject is doing, or describes the subject's
situation.

lwaited.
The girl screamed.

2 n"verb group may be followed by another noun
group, which is called the object. The object is the
person or thing affected by the action or situation.

He opened the car door.
She married a young engineer.

After link verbs like 'be', 'become', 'feel', and 'seem',
the verb group may be followed by a noun group or
an adjective, called a complement. The complement
tells you more about the subject.

She was a doctor.
He was aiEry.

3 ffr" verb group, the object, or the complement
can be followed by an adverb or a prepositional
phrase, called an adverbial. The adverbial tells you
more about the action or situation, for example how,
when, or where it happens. Adverbials are also
called adjuncts.

They shouted loudly.
She won the competition last week.
He was a policeman in Airmingnam.

4 fn" word order of a clause is different when the
clause is a statement, a question, or a command.

He speaks English very well. (statement)
Did she win at the Olympics? (question)
Stop her. (command)

Note that the subject is omitted in commands, so
the verb comes first.

5 n.orpornd sentence has two or more main
clauses: that is, clauses which are equally
important. You join them with 'and', 'but', or'or'.

He met Jane at the station and went shopping.
I wanted to go but I felt too ill.
You can come now or you can meet us there later.

Note that the order of the two clauses can change
the meaning of the sentence.

He went shopping and met )ane at the station.

lf the subject of both clauses is the same, you
usually omit the subject in the second clause.

lwanted to go butfelttoo ill.

(i R comptex sentence contains a subordinate
clause and at least one main clause. A subordinate
clause gives information about a main clause, and
is introduced by a conjunction such as'because',
'if', 'that', or a 'wh'-word. Subordinate clauses can
come before, after, or inside the main clause.

When he stopped, no one said anything.
lf you want, l'll teach you

They were going by car because itwas more
comfortable.
Itold him that nothinEwas to happen to me.

The car that I drove was a Ford.
The man-whoVadE into the room was small

2



Unit 1 Practice
A cnang" the meaning of these sentences by changing the subject and the object.

1 John roves Mary. r ...[\qfU.lgttg.:.J.ght,
2 Charlie Brown kicked the horse. / ...............
3 A bigfish ate Jonah. / ................
4 MrsJackson taught myfather. / ...............
5 ThegiantkilledJack. / ...............

B Put tnese words and phrases in the right order to make sentences. The letters in brackets show the
structure of your sentences. S stands for Subject, V for Verb, O for Object, and A for Adverbial.
1 a bone / the dog / ate. / (s + v + o1 ....7. l1g./qg.q.!e.q..hq.ng.
2 everybody / hard / worked. / (S + V + A) ........
3 the cat/the mouse/caught. / (S + V + O) ...........
4 children/kittens/ love. /(S + V + O)

5 the answer I nobody / knows. i (S + V + O) ...........
6 a new dress / Mary / bought / yesterday. / (S + V + O + A)

7 the film / alt of us / last night / enjoyed. / (s + v + o + A)

8 John Black/to the supermarket/went. / (S + V + A) ...........
t hercar /)anet Black/to the airport /drove./ (S + V + O + A)

10 a cup of coffee /Mike/after lunch/drank. / (S + V + O + A)

G neaO the following sentences and write down their structure using the letters S (for Subject), V (for Verb),
O (for Object), and A (for Adverbiat).

1 rhe dog bit petervery badty. t ...5.t..Y.!..Q-.f.A.......
2 Bill ran fast. / .........
3 I ate some fish and chips for supper. / ................
4 We all went home. / ................
5 Most of my friends enjoyed the game lastweek. 1 ................
6 John saw Fred yesterday. / ................

D Cn"ng" these sentences from negative statements to negative questions.

1 rhey don't live near here. r ....Q91.'!.!.h.eL.li/.?..4.q.q.(.hg.fp.?.........

2 You didn't see Jill last Friday. / ................
3 They haven't arrived yet. / ..........
4 Peterwon't help you. / ................
5 Henry can't speak French. / ................
6 He doesn't smoke any more. / ................
7 They didn't understand him. / ...............
8 John hasn't met Mary yet. / ...............
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Unit 2 The noun grouP

Main points

o Noun groups can be the subject, object,
or complement of a verb, or the object
of a preposition.

o Noun groups can be nouns on their own,
but often include other words such as
determiners, numbers, and adjectives.

o Noun groups can also be Pronouns,
o Singular noun groups take singular

verbs, plural noun groups take plural
verbs.

1 ruorn groups are used to say which people or
things you are talking about. They can be the
subject or object of a verb.

Strawberries are very expensive now.
Keith I ikes strawberries.

A noun group can also be the complement of a link
verb such as'be', 'become', 'feel', or'seem'.

She became champion in 7964.
He seemed a nice man.

A noun group can be used after a preposition, and is
often called the object of the preposition.

I saw him in town.
She was very-il for six months.

2 R norn group can be a noun on its own, but it
often includes other words. A noun group can have a

determiner such as'the'or'a'. You put determiners
at the beginning of the noun group.

The girls were not in the house.
He was eating an apple.

3 R norn group can include an adjective. You

usually put the adjective in front of the noun.

He was using blue ink.
I like living in a biE city.

Sometimes you can use another noun in front of the
noun.

I like chocolate cake.
She oil industry,

A noun with 's (apostrophe s) is used in front of
another noun to show who or what something
belongs to or is connected with.

I held Sheila's hand very tightly.
He pressed a button on the ship's radio.

4 A norn group can also have an adverbial, a
relative clause, or a 'to'-infinitive clause after it,
which makes it more precise.

I spoke toa in a dark dress
She wrote to the man who
I was trying to of a way to stop

A common adverbial used after a noun is a
prepositional phrase beginning with 'of .

He tied the rope to a lqrgg lleg! e! j!9n9-
The front door of the house was wide open

Participles and some adjectives can also be used
after a noun. See Units 19 and 29.

She pointed to the three cards lying on the table,
He is the only man available.

5 Numbers come after determiners and before
adjectlves.

I had to pay a thousand dollars.
Three tall men came out of the shed.

€i R norn group can also be a pronoun. You often
use a pronoun when you are referring back to a
person or thing that you have already mentioned.

l've gottwo boys, and they both enjoy playingfootball

You also use a pronoun when you do not know who
the person or thing is, or do not want to be precise.

Someone is coming to mend it tomorrow.

7 R norn group can refer to one or more people or
things. Many nouns have a singular form referring to
one person or thing, and a plural form referring to
more than one person or thing. See Unit 4.

My dog never bites people.
She lihes dogs.

Similarly, different pronouns are used in the
singular and in the plural.

I am going home now.
We want more money.

When a singular noun group is the subject, it takes a
singular verb. When a plural noun group ls the
subject, it takes a plural verb.

His son plays football for the school.

4

Her letters are always very short



Unit 2 Practice
A fxpanO the noun group in these sentences by adding the words given

_-t

1 There's a man.

.l!e re.'s..o.r.q.U. lltq n,....... .. .. (ord)

....7!.ere.'.:.u.qld.n.q!j.:tqndtrg..b.a..lhe.h.q:.:.(qp.:..... (standinsbythebusstop)
. .lherp.': q.r.q.ld.flnli.w!!l.q.t'..qnhr.e.(q.:.tq.r.dtis..0s.t.h.e.hw..:i.qp.... 

t-,riln umorera)
2 There's a dog.

3 There's a man.

4 There's a woman.

(young)

B Comptete the following by adding these 'to'-infinitives

to carry to catch
to post to play

to do
to read

to drive through
to visit

to wear to meet
to eat

1 I'm hungry. thaven't had anything ,..!q.eq./,............
2 He's very busy. He has a lot of work ....,......
3 lt's a wonderful place for children
4 I mustn't be late. I have some important people ........
5 Can you call at the post office? There are a few letters
6 When I am travelling I atwaystake a good book .........
7 lf I'm going to the party I must buy a new dress

8 l'll have totake a taxi. I've got too much luggage .......
9 I'll have to leave now, I have a train .........

10 Oxford ls a wonderful place

(running out of the shop)

... . (carryinga bone)

(with a knife in his hand)

... . (running after the dog)

(with long hair)

. (standing outside the shop)

5

)

, but it's a dreadful place

(n
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Unit 3 The verb grouP

Maln polnts

o ln a clause, the verb group usuallY
comes after the subject and always has
a main verb.

o The main verb has several different
forms,

o Verb groups can also include one or two
auxiliaries, or a modal, or a modal and
one or two auxiliaries.

o The verb group changes in negative
clauses and questions.

o Some verb groups are followed by an
adverbial, a complement, an object, or
two objects.

1 fn" verb group in a clause is used to say what is
happening in an action or situation. You usually put

the verb group immediately after the subject. The
verb group always includes a main verb.

I waited.
rney 411!991 the e I e ph a nts.

2 R"gut"r rerbs have four forms: the base form,
the third person singular form of the present simple'
the'-ing'form or present participle, and the '-ed'
form used for the past simple and for the past
participle.

ask oasks +asking oasked
try +tries +trying +tried
reach o reaches+ reaching o reached
dance+dances + dancing + danced
dip +dips +dipping +dipPed

lrregular verbs may have three forms, four forms, or
five forms. Note that'be' has eight forms.

cost +costs +costing
think +thinks +thinking +thought
swim+swims +swimming+swam +swum
be + am/is/are+ being o was/wereo been

See the Appendix for details of verb forms

3 fn" main verb can have one or two auxiliaries in
front of it.

I had met him in Zermatt.
The car was

The main verb can have a modal in front of it.

You ca1 go now.
I would like to ask you a question.

The main verb can have a modal and one or two
auxiliaries in front of it.

on it.
see you

4 tn negative clauses, you have to use a modal or
auxiliary and put'not' after the first word of the verb
group.

He does not speak English very well.
I was not smiling.
It could not have been wrong.

Note that you often use short forms rather than 'not'

I didn't know that.
H-e coutdn t see it.

5 tn 'yeVno'questions, you have to put an auxiliary
or modal first, then the subject, then the rest of the
verb group.

Did you meet George?
Couldn't you have been a bit quieter?

ln 'wh'-questions, you put the 'wh'-word first. lf the
'wh'-word is the subject, you put the verb group next.

Which came first?
Who coud have done it?

lf the 'wh'-word is the object or an adverbial, you
must use an auxiliary or modal next, then the
subject, then the rest of the verb group.

What did you do?
Where could she be going?

6 Sor" verb groups have an object or two objects
after them. See Units 72 and 73.

He closed the door.
Shesends-yp1y7p11pyg.

Verb groups involving link verbs, such as'be', have a
complement after them. See Unit 80.

Theywere sailors.
She felt happy.

Some verb groups have an adverbial after them.

We walked through the park.

b

repaired.
She put the letter on the table.



Unlt 3 Practice
A Underline the main verbs in these sentences. The number in brackets tells you how many main verbs

there are.

1 Jackwill killthe giant. (1)

2 We can come round tomorrow.(1)

3 I haven't heard from her since she went on holiday. (2)

4 I would have told her, if she had asked. (2)

5 Did you walk to school, or did you go on your bike? (2)

6 You could have stayed with us, if we had known you were coming. (3)

7 He said he didn't know who was coming. (3)

8 They woke up when they heard the noise. (2)

9 You must do what the boss tells you. (2)

10 Do you always do what the boss tells you? (2)

B Underline the auxiliaries.

1 I don't speak English very well . (1)

2 We haven't seen them. They weren't at home when we called. (1)

3 We were playing tennis when the storm started. (1)

4 They are coming as soon as they have finished work. (2)

5 John had seen Mary just twice before. (1)

6 Do you live here or are you just visiting? (2)

7 Do you know each other or haven't you met before? (2)

8 Will you be coming early or are you arriving laler? (2)

9 This cup has been broken. (2)

10 They will have been found by now. (2)

G Underline the modals.

1 You will get a good seat if you get there early. (1)

2 I'll ask Fred if he can help. (2)

3 Ken will certainly come if he can find the time. (2)

4 Could you keep quiet while we are trying to listen to the music? (1)

5 lwould help you if I could. (2)

6 I suppose you should tell her as soon as you can. (2)

7 They might agree but on the other hand they might not. (2)

8 I think they may come if they can find the time. (2)

9 You should have known that Jack would try to make trouble. (2)

10 They would probably have done it if they could have found the money. (2)

7



Unit 4 Count nouns

Maln points

o Count nouns have two forms, singular
and plural.

o They can be used with numbers.
o Singular count nouns always take a

determiner.
o Plural count nouns do not need a

determiner.
o Singular count nouns take a singular

verb and plural count nouns take a
pluralverb.

ln English, some things are thought of as individual
items that can be counted directly. The nouns which
refer to these countable things are called count
nouns. Most nouns in English are count nouns.
See Unit 6 for information on uncount nouns.

1 Count nouns have two forms. The singular form
refers to one thing or person.

.. .a book.. . . ..the teacher.

The plural form refers to more than one thing or
person.

...books. .. .. .some teachers.

2 youadd '-s'to form the plural of most nouns

book + books school + schools

You add '-es'to nouns ending in '-ss', '-ch', '-s', '-sh',
or'-x'.

class + classes watch + watches
gas + gases dish + dishes
fox + foxes

Some nouns ending in'-o'add'-s', and some add
'-es'.

photo + photos piano
hero + heroes potato

+ pianos
+ potatoes

Nouns ending in a consonant and '-y' change to
'-ies'.

country + countries lady + ladies
party + parties victory + victories

Nouns ending in a vowel and '-y'add an '-s'

boy + boys
key + keys

day + days
valley + valleys

Some common nouns have irregular plurals

child + children
man + men
tooth + teeth woman + women

Qot
mouse

o feet
+ mice

UEilIE Some nouns that end in '-s'are uncount
nouns, for example 'athletics'and 'physics'. See
Unit 6.

3 Count nouns can be usecl with numbers.

...one table... ...two cats... ...three hundred
poiias.

4 Singrt.r. count nouns cannot be used alone, but
always take a determiner such as 'a', 'another',
'every', or'the'.
We've killed a pig.
He was eating another apple.
She had read every book on the subject.
I parked the car over there.

5 pturat count nouns can be used with or without a
determiner. They do not take a determiner when
they refer to things or people in general.

Does the hotel have large rooms?
The film is not suitable for children.

Plural count nouns do take a determiner when they
refer precisely to particular things or people.

Our computers are very expensive
These cakes are delicious.

See Unit 11 for more information on determiners

6 Wn"n a count noun is the subject of a verb, a
singular count noun takes a singular verb.

My son likes playing football.
The address on the letter was wrong.

A plural count noun takes a plural verb.

Bigger cars cost more.
I thought more people were coming.

See also Unit 5 on collective nouns.

8



Unlt 4 Practice
A e ire the plurals of the following nouns

cow ..cow.s.

glass

story

tomato

box

MOUSE

child

wish

friend

parent

piano

key

tooth

lorry

bus

monkey

house

way

B Rewrite these sentences in the plural.

1 A train is much quicker than a bus. /
2 A lion is a dangerous animal. / .......

|ru!ff. qre nuqh qqlcker lhut bt4seq.

3 A lawyer generally earns more than a teacher. / ...
4 A computer is an expensive piece of equipment. /
5 A student has to work hard. / ........
6 A policeman only does what he is told. / ............
7 Acat issupposedto havenine lives. / ...............
8 A bus isthe bestway of getting into town. I ........
9 A woman tends to live longer than a man. I .... .. ..

10 Agood book helpsto passthetime. / ................

G Comptete these sentences with a singular or plural count noun.

1, The ....b!l:|. stops right outside our house. (bus / buses)

2 The ......... were waiting for me. (child / children)

3 The......... are in the cupboard. (dish/dishes)

4 The......... have gone bad. (tomato/tomatoes)

5 The........ isfull. (box/boxes)

6 Doyouknowthe ......thatlivesnextdoor?(man/men)
7 The ......... who were here have gone home. (person / people)

8 The dentist pulled out the ...... that was hurting. (tooth / teeth)

9 Have you washed the ............. that were in the kitchen? (dish / dishes)

10 Doyou knowthe ............. that delivers the newspapers? (boy/ boys)

D Comptete these sentences with a singular or a plural verb.

1 Thechildren ...4.H.0?!!.ilg...........readyforschoot. (isgetting/aregetting)
2 Mybrother.................. in the army. (is/are)
3 The cake delicious. (smell/ smells)

4 The mice the cheese. (has eaten / have eaten)

5 The books we bought very expensive. (was / were)

6 Didyounoticethepicturethat............ ..onthewall?(washanging/werehanging)
7 The young man you met ............ .. to college with my sister. (go i goes)

8 The letters you posted wrongly addressed. (was / were)

9 The woman they were meeting telephoned to say she can't come. (has / have)

10 Maryand Peter, the couple lmet lastweek, ......... ..... invited usto dinner. (has/have)

9



Unit 5 Singular, plural, and collective nouns

Maln points

o Singular nouns are used only in the
singular, always with a determiner.

o Plural nouns are used only in the plural,
some with a determiner.

o Collective nouns can be used with
singular or plural verbs,

1 Sor" nouns are used in particular meanings in
the singular with a determiner, like count nouns, but
are not used in the plural with that meaning. They
are often called 'singular nouns'.
Some of these nouns are normally used with 'the'
because they refer to things that are unique.

air
country.
countryside
dark

daytime moon
end past
future sea
ground seaside

sky
SUN

wind
world

The sun was shining.
I am scared of the dark.

Other singular nouns are normally used with 'a'
because they refer to things that we usually talk
about one at a time.

bath go
chance jog
drink move
fight rest

ride
run
shower
smoke

snooze
start
walk
wash

I went upstairs and had a wash.
Why don't we go outside for a smoke?

2 Sor" nouns are used in particular meanings in
the plural with or without determiners, like count
nouns, but are not used in the singular with that
meaning. They are often called 'plural nouns'.

His clothes looked terribly dirty.
froops a6Oeing sent in today.

Some of these nouns are always used with
determiners.

activities
authorities

feelings pictures travels
likes sights

I went to the pictures with Tina.
You hurt his feelings.

Some are usually used without determiners

airs goods
expenses refreshments

riches

Ref resh me nts a re ava i I ab le i nside.
They have agreed to pay for travel and expenses.

'Police' is a plural noun, but does not
end in '-s'.

The police were informed immediately.

3 R smatt group of plural nouns refer to single
items that have two linked parts. They refer to things
that people wear or tools that people use.

glasses
jeans
knickers

pyjamas
shorts
tights
trousers

binoculars
pincers
pliers

scales
scissors
shears
tweezerspants

She ryas wearing brown trousers.
Ihese sclssors are sharp.

You can use'a pair of'to make it clear you are
talking about one item, or a number with 'pairs of'
when you are talklng about several items.

I was sent out to buy a pair of scissors.
Liza had given me three pairs of jeans.

Note that you also use 'a pair of' with words such as
'gloves', 'shoes', and 'socks'that you often talk
about in twos.

4 Wi,n some nouns that refer to a group of people
or things, the same form can be used with singular
or plural verbs, because you can think of the group
as a unit or as individuals. Similarly, you can use
singular or plural pronouns to refer back to them.
These nouns are often called'collective nouns'.

army
aud ience
committee
company
crew

enemy
family
flock
gang
government

navy
press
public

data
media

group
herd

staff
team

Our little group is complete again.
The largest group are the boys.
Our family isn't poor any more.
My family are perfectly normal.

The names of many organizations and sports teams
are also collective nouns, but are normally used with
plural verbs in spoken English.

The BBC is showing the programme on Saturday.
The PEqO|B planning to use the new satellite.
Liverpool is leading 7-0.
Liverpool are attacking again

WARNING
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Unit 5 Practice
A Use the singular nouns below to complete the sentences which follow

a bath
a shower

ago
a move

a drink
a walk

a fight
a wash

a log a rest
a ride

1 I need some fresh air. I think l'll go out for

2 l'm going to lie down and have

a walk

3 lhaven'ttimefor ....., .l'lljusthave ...... instead

4 The children are covered in dirt. They need a

5 Can I have......... on your bike?

6 He keeps fit by going for ............. every evening.

7 This is thirstywork. Let's stop for.............
8 Bill's in trouble. He started ...... and got himself arrested.

9 You can'tsucceed if you don't have ...........
10 lt's time to go. Let's make ..........

B U." these plural nouns to complete the sentences that fol!ow.

belongings clothes expenses feelings goods
holidays papers pictures refreshments sights

1 lf I spend a lot of money, can I claim ...4XP.e.f.:.q|..............?

2 Britain needs to export more

3 There was a short break for

4 My......... .....aresoakingwet.lneedtochange.
5 He's very unhappy. You must have hurt his .............
6 The kids aren't at home. They're on their
7 What's on atthe cinema? I haven't been to the .............
8 You'refamous. I sawyourpicture in the ..........
9 He carries all his ......... ..... with him in an old suitcase

10 We took some time off to walk round the tov'rn and see the ..............

for ages

C Use these collective nouns to complete the sentences that follow

audience crew enemy family gang government media public staff team

1 Take cover. The ....q.4.e!!14.... are attacking.

2 Do you think Liverpool are the best ........... ... in Europe?

3 Dad is out but the rest of the ......... ..... are at home.

4 The ........ ...... has decided to increase taxes.

5 The ship sank but the ............. . are safe.

6 The office is closed. The ............ .. are on strike.

7 The house was surrounded and the ............. . were arrested.

8 The ........ ...... is muih biggerthan at last night's performance

9 The railways should provide a better service for the travelling

10 Some sports stars are very badly treated by the newspapers and other ........

) Bank tt



Unit 6 Uncount nouns

Maln polnts

o Uncount nouns have only one form, and
take a singular verb.

o They are not used with 'a', or with
numbers.

o Some nouns can be both uncount nouns
and count nouns.

1 fngtisn speakers think that some things cannot
be counted directly. The nouns which refer to these
uncountable things are called uncount nouns.
Uncount nouns often refer to:

substanceg: coal food ice iron rice steel water
human qualltle3: courage cruelty honesty patience
lecllnga: anger happiness joy pride relief respect
actlvltles: aid help sleep travel work
abstract ldeas: beauty death freedom fun life luck

The donkey needed food and water.
Soon, they lost patience and sent me to Durban.
I was greeted with shouts of ioy.
All prices include travel to and from London.
We talked for hours about freedom.

See Unit 4 for information on count nouns.

2 Uncount nouns have only one form. They do not
have a plural form.

I needed help with my homework.
The children had great fun playing with the puppets.

MilUIE Some nouns which are uncount nouns
in English have plurals in other languages.

advice homework
baggage information
equipment knowledge
furniture luggage

machinery
money
news
traffic

We want to spend more money on roads.
Soldiers carried so much equipment that they were
barely able to move.

3 Sor" uncount nouns end in'-s'and therefore
look like plural count nouns. They usually refer to:

lublect3 of study: mathematics physics
actlvltleg: athletics gymnastics
gamos: cards darts
Mnesses: measles mumps

Mathematics is too difficult for me.
Nteastes is n most cases a harmless i//ness.

4 wn"n an uncount noun is the subject of a verb
it takes a singular verb.

Electricity is dangerous.
lntelligence develops very slowly in these children
Food was very expensive in those days.

5 Uncount nouns are not used with 'a'.

They resent having to pay money to people like me.
My father started work when he was ten.

Uncount nouns are used with 'the' when they refer to
something that is specified or known.

I am interested in the education of young ch
SneburiedtnemoW
I liked the music, but the words were boring.

6 Un.ornt nouns are not used with numbers.
However, you can often refer to a quantity of
something which is expressed by an uncount noun
by using a word like'some'. See Unit 112

Please buy some bread when you go to town.
Let me give you some advice.

Some uncount nouns that refer to food or drink can
be count nouns when they refer to quantities of the
food or drink.

Do you like coffee? (uncount)
We as\ed for two coffees. (count)

Uncount nouns are often used with expressions
such as 'a loaf of , 'packets of', or'a piece of', to
talk about a quantity or an item. 'A bit of is common
in spoken English.

I bought two loaves of bread yesterday.
He gave me a very good piece of advice.
They own a bit of land near Cambridge.

7 Sor" nouns are uncount nouns when they refer
to something in general and count nouns when they
refer to a particular instance of something.

Victory was now assured. (uncount)
ln 796O, the party won a convincing victory. (count)

L2



Unit 6 Practice
A Use these uncount nouns to complete the sentences below

advice electricity
information knowledge

equipment happiness help
luggage money traffic

lus.o.qs.e.1 We've got a lot of
2 At that time my ..

3 l'd like some ......

but it's not too heavy.

....... of German was minimal

.... about trains, please.

4 Theyexpofted a million dollars'worth of stereo .........

5 Do you have any .... on you?

6 lf you want my .... , I think you ought to start all over again.

7 There's always a lot of .... in the rush hour.

8 Doyoucookbygasor......... .............?
9 You can always telephone, if you need any .............

10 Money doesn't always bring ..........

B looX at the following pairs of sentences. ln one the noun in bold is used as a count noun and in the
other as an uncount noun. Mark the sentences C for count or U for uncount.

1 Shakespeare's language is magnificent. 4{.

It's easier to work with someone who speaks your own language. Q..

2 She's had nine months' experlence as a secretary. ....

The funeral was a painful experlence. ....

3 People spend their llves worrying about money. ....

How's llfe? ....

4 Are you in San Francisco for buelness or pleasure? ....

He set up a small travel brclne$. ....

5 She never completely gave up hope. ....

Ken has high hopes of a promotion before the end of the year. ....

6 There was general agleement on the problem. ....

We hope to come to a general agreement on future action. ....

C Ut" these phrases with the and an uncount noun to complete the sentences which follow.

the news about Bill
the advice you gave me

the furniture in the sitting room
the information you need

the traffic in London
the strength to go on

1 I I iked . ...\he..{.qril !!4 rc..i.4..Ihe. : i #.i rg. r.q.qn.

2 l'd like to thank you for

3 l'm tired out. I haven't got .............
4 You can find ............
5..............
6 Have you heard

I thought it looked very smart.

in any good grammar book.

is dreadful- particularly in the rush hour

.... '. '.. '...........?

13



Unit 7 Personal Pronouns

Maln polnts

o You use personal pronouns to refer back
to something or someone that has
already been mentioned.

o You also use personal pronouns to refer
to people and things directlY.

o There are two sets of personal
pronouns: subject pronouns and object
pronouns,

o You can use 'you' and 'they' to refer to
people in general.

1 Wn"n something or someone has already been
mentioned, you refer to them again by using a
pronoun.

John took the book and oPened it.
t'te rang ydiandlnvited her to dinner.
'Have you been to London ?'-'Yes, it was very
crowded.'
My father is fat - he weighs over fifteen stone.

ln English, 'he' and 'she' normally refer to people'
occasionally to animals, but very rarely to things.

2 youuse a pronoun to refer directly to people or
things that are present or are involved in the
situation you are in.

Where shall we meet, Sally?
t do the washing; he does the cooking: we share the
washing-up.
Send us a card so we'll know where you are.

3 tn"r" are two sets of personal pronouns, subject
pronouns and object pronouns. You use subject
pronouns as the subject of a verb.

I you he she it we theY

Note that'you' is used for the singular and plural
form.

We are going there later:
I don't know what to do.

4 yo, use object pronouns as the direct or indirect
object of a verb

me you him her it us them

Note that 'you' is used for the singular and plural
form.

The nurse washed me with cold water.
The ball hit her in the face.
John showed him the book.
Can you give me some more cake?

Note that, in modern English, you use object
pronouns rather than subject pronouns after the
verb'be'.

'Who is it?'-'lt's me.'
There was only J-oht Baz, and me in the room.

You also use object pronouns as the object of a
preposition.

We were all sitting in a cafe with him.
Did you give it to them?

5 yo, can use 'you' and 'they'to talk about people
in general.

You have to drive on the other side of the road on
the continent.
They say she's very clever.

6 yo, can use 'it'as an impersonal subject in
general statements which refer to the time, the
date, or the weather. See Unit 86.

'What time is it?' - 'lt's half past three.'
tt is January 79th.
It is rainy and cold.

You can also use 'it' as the subject or object in
general statements about a situation.

It is too far to walk.
Tlike it here. Can we stay a bit longer?

7 R singutar pronoun usually refers back to a
singular noun group, and a plural pronoun to a plural
noun group. However, you can use plural pronouns
to refer back to:

o indefinite pronouns, even though they are always
followed by a singular verb

lf anybody comes, tell them I'm not in.

o collective nouns, even when you have used a
singular verb

His family was waiting in the next room, but lhey had
not yet been informed.

1,4



Unit 7 Practice
A Comptete these sentences by adding the names given

Mr Brown Mr and Mrs Jackson Mary Tom and Jane

Mr Brown

4 Good morning sir. Good morning madam. you must be
a reservation, haven't you?

B ruo* do the same with these

Mr Brown Mr and Mrs Jackson Mary Tom and Jane

1 l4qru
morning.

2 lf you see

3..............
4 |s...........

yesterday. He said he'd call me back
says she'll see you tomorrow.

said we should meet them at their house.

's feeling much better. I spoke to her in the hospital this

1 I spoke

2 ..........
3..........

, give them my love.

? This way please. The room is ready for you

,.. in ? I have a message for him.

C looX at the picture and add personal pronouns to complete the story
The other day when I was shopping a woman stopped ....r.49........ and asked the way to
the post office. ................ gave her directions and ................ thanked politely, then
ran off quickly in the opposite direction. put my hand in my pocket and found that my
walletwasmissing. musthavetakenitwhile.,..............weretalking.
shouted and ran after................ but was no good. ................ had disappeared in
the crowd.

You have

(
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Unit 8 This, that, these, those, one' ones

Maln polnts

r You use the demonstrative pronouns
'this', 'that', 'these', and 'those'when
you are pointing to physical objects or
identifying PeoPle.

o You use 'one' or 'ones' instead of a noun
that has been mentioned or is known.

1 yo, use the demonstrative pronouns'this',
'that', 'these', and 'those'when you are pointing to
physical objects. 'This' and 'these' refer to things
near you, 'that' and 'those' refer to things farther
away.

This is a list of rules.

-'t brought you these'. Adam held out a bag of
grapes.
That looks i nteresting.
Tiise are mine.

You can also use'this', 'that', 'these', and 'those'as
determiners in front of nouns. See Unit 11.

This book was a present from my mother.
WEi a'a you buy that hat?

Ihis is the important point: you must never see her
again.

4 yo, use'one'or'ones' instead of a noun that has
already been mentioned or is known in the situation'
usually when you are adding information or
contrasting two things of the same kind.

My car is the blue one.

-oortt 

you nave 9ge with buttons instead of a zip?
Are the new cudains longer than the old ones?

You can use'which one'or'which ones' in questions.

Which one do you prefer?
Which ones were damaged?

You can say'this one', 'that one', 'these ones', and
'those ones'.

I like this one better.
We'll have those ones, thank You.

You can use 'each one'or'one each', but note that
there is a difference in meaning. ln the following
examples, 'each one' means'each brother' but'one
each' means'one for each child'.

t've got three brothers and each one lives in a
different country.
I boughtthe children one each.

2 youuse'this','that','these', and'those' when
you are identifying or introducing people, or asking
who they are.

Who's this?
These a{my children, Susan and Paul.

Was qglPatrick on the Phone?

3 yo, use 'this', 'that', 'these', and 'those'to refer

back to things that have already been mentioned.

That was an interesting word you used iust now.

Mire money is being pumped into the education
system, and we assume this will continue.
'Let's go to the cinema.'-'That's a good idea'.
These are not easy questions to answer.

You also use 'this' and 'these' to refer foruard to
things you are going to mention.

This is what I want to say: it wasn't my idea.

-These 
are the topics we will be looking at next week:

-how 

the accident happened, whether it could have
been avoided, and who was to blame'

5 tn formal English, people sometimes use'one'to
referto people in general.

One has to think of the practical side of things.
6e never knows what to say in such situations'

6 fn"r" are several other types of pronoun, which
are dealt with in other units.
See Unit 27 for information on possessive
pronouns.
See Unit 51 for information on'who', 'whom',
'whose','which', and'what' as interrogative
pronouns.
See Units 97 and 98 for information on 'that',
'which', 'who', 'whom', and 'whose'as relative
pronouns.
Most determiners, except'the', 'a', 'an', 'every', 'no',
and the possessives, are also pronouns. See Units
15 to 18.
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Unit 8 Practice
A gacn of the pronouns in bold below refers back to a clause. Underline the clause in each case

1 I'm tired out. That's why l'm going home early.

2 He's always complaining and thls is why nobody likes him.
3 That's why George was so preased with himself. He had just got a new jobi
4 I've mended the radiator. I hope thls will solve the problem.

5 Finally, Mary told him she was tired of him. I think that's what really annoyed him.
6 George likes Mary, but she doesn't like him. That,s what annoys him.
7 The engine's all right but the brakes are useless. That's why it needs to go into the garage.
8 Even when they go to bed late the children sometimes stay awake all night. That,s why they get so

tired.

9 The traffic was dreadful even though we left home early. That's why we're late.
10 The engine starts and after a few seconds the light goes on. That's when you press the button.

B look at the picture and complete the answers to these questions using one or onos.

1 How many cars are there?

Five. Three Oig ....Q4.Qf .. and two sma| ...9!!9f.
2 What colour are they?

There are three white .. .. .. and two black

3 How many small cars are there?

Two. A black .......... and a white...
4 How many big cars are there?

Three. Two white .......... and one black ..........
5 Where is the small white car?

Between the small black .......... and the big black

C nere is a puzzle.

There are some books on a shelf . There are three big ones and two small ones. One of the big ones is
red. There is a small green book. There are two green ones altogether and two blue ones. Only one of the
small books is green.

1 How many books are there altogether?

2 What colour are the big books?

3 Whatcolourare the small ones? .........

77



Unit 9 Reflexive Pronouns

Maln polnts

o Reflexive pronouns can be direct or
indirect objects.

o Most transitive verbs can take a
reflexive pronoun as object'

o Reflexive pronouns can be the object of
a preposition.

o Reflexive pronouns can emphasize a

noun or pronoun.

1 rn" reflexive pronouns are:

slngular: myself yourself himself herself
plural: ourselves yourselves themselves

itself

Note that, unlike'you'and 'your', there are two
forms for the second person: 'yourself in the
singular and 'yourselves' in the plural.

2 yoruse reflexive pronouns as the direct or
indirect object of the verb when you want to say that
the object is the same person or thing as the
subject of the verb in the same clause.
For example, 'John taught himself' means that John

did the teaching and was also the person who was
taught, and 'Ann poured herself a drink' means that
Ann did the pouring and was also the person that
the drink was poured for.

She stretched herself out on the sofa.
TE men forme-d-themselves into a line.
Ue snouru give hifrself-setf more time.

Note that although the subject'you' is omitted in

imperatives, you can still use'yourself' or
'yourselves'.

Here's the money, go and buy yourself an ice cream

3 Uo"t transitive verbs can take a reflexive
pronoun.

I blame myself for not paying attention.
He introduced himself to me.

Verbs which describe actions that
people normally do to themselves do not take
reflexive pronouns in English, although they do in
some other languages.

I usually shave before breakfast.
She wasEed very quickly and rushed downstairs.

See Unit 74 for more information.

4 youuse a reflexive pronoun as the object of a
preposition when the object of the preposition
refers to the same person or thing as the subject of
the verb in the same clause.

I was thoroughly ashamed of myself .

Thev are makinE fools of themselves.
tett me ap94t9!!p9l!=
Note that you use personal pronouns, not reflexive
pronouns, when referring to places and after'with'
meaning'accompanied bY'.

You should have your notes in front of yPu..

-He 
would have to bring Judy with him.

5 yo, use reflexive pronouns after nouns or
pronouns to emphasize the person or thing that you

are referring to.

The town itself was so small that it didn't have a
bank.
I myself have never read the book.

6 Vo, use a reflexive pronoun at the end of a
clause to emphasize that someone did something
without any help from anyone else.

She had printed the card herself .
t'll take it down to tne police station myself .

Did you make these yourself?

7 youuse reflexive pronouns with 'by'to say:

. that someone does something without any help
from other people

. ..when babies start eating their meals 9y
themselves.
Sne was certain she could manage by herself .

. that someone is alone

He went off to sit by himself .

I was there for about six months by myself .

You can also use 'on my own', 'on your own', and so
on, to say that someone is alone or does something
without any help.

We were in the park on our own.
They managed to reach the village on their own.

You can use 'all' for emphasis.

Did you putthose she/ves up all by yourself?
We can't solve this problem all on our own

'One another' and 'each other' are not
reflexive pronouns.

See Unit 75 for more information on 'one another'
and 'each other'.

WARNING

WARNING
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Unit 9 Practice
A Cnoo"" a personal pronoun or a reflexive pronoun to complete these sentences correctly

1 Hewastiredoutbutheforced ....h.inS.g.l{... togoon.
2 I could hear someone walking along behind ...n8..........
3 She had cut so badly she had to be rushed to hospltal.

4 Sherealisedthatthecarinfrontof.............. hadstoppedsuddenly.

5 They built ........... ... a garage behind the house.

6 He boiled a couple of eggs for breakfast.

7 Put it down in front of

8 lf you've got a sleeping bag bring it with .........
9 They had promised a summer holiday abroad.

10 On Sunday mornings the children were left to take care of

B Cnrng" the phrases on my own etc to by myself etc.

1 lt looked extremely heavy. I knew I couldn't lift it on my own. t ...hA.na.:.e!{..

2 She hated being inthe house on herown. / ................
3lftherestofyoucan'thelpwe'll havetodoitonourown./........................
4 You can't expect them to do everything on their own. / .........

5 Mothers had to go out to work and leave children in the house on thelr own. /

6 lf there are three of you, you should be able to manage on your own. /
7 I hate living on my own. / ................
8 lt's a horror film so children aren't allowed to see it on thelr own. / .....

9 John had to walk home on hls own. / ................
10 lt'stoodifficultforme. lcan'tdoitallonmyown./........................

C Us" the correct reflexive pronouns to complete the following sentences.

1 Thechairmanannouncedthe news .. liW.g.( ..

2 Helen will be very upset. l'll have to tell her the news

3 We built most of the house

4 The president .................
minutes.

5 The children ..................

appeared on television. She spoke for about ten

did most of the work for the school play

D Rewrite the following sentences to start with the words given.

1 lt was the BBC correspondent himself who told me. / I was told

h|u:el{,......
ha {he 0PQ cqry:?;pelde!1!

2 The Chief of Police himself made the arrest. / lt was .........
3 This picture can't have been painted by Rembrandt himself . / lt can't have been

4 There can be no doubt that Shakespeare himself wrote this play. / There can be no doubt that this
play...........

5 The captain himself scored the winning goal. / lt was ...........
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Unit 11 Determiners

Main polnts

o Determiners are used at the beginning
of noun groups.

o You use specific determiners when
people know exactly which things or
people you are talking about.

o You use general determiners to talk
about people or things without saying
exactly who or what they are.

1 Wh"n you use a determiner, you put it at the
beginning of a noun group, in front of numbers or
adjectives.

I met the two Swedish girls in London.
Our main bedroom is through that door
Have you got another red card?
Several young boys were waiting outside

2 Wn"n the people or things that you are talking
about have already been mentioned, or the people
you are talking to know exactly which ones you
mean, you use a specific determiner.

The man began to run towards the boy.
Young people don't like these operas.
Her face was very red.

The specific determiners are:

the deflnlte artlcle: the
demonstratlvGsr this that these those
possosslyes: my your his her its our their

Note that'your' is used both for the singular and
plural possessive.
See Unit 8 for'this', 'that', 'these', and 'those'as
pronouns.

3 Wn"n you are mentioning people or things for
the first time, or talking about them generally
without saying exactly which ones you mean, you
use a general determiner.

There was a man in the lift.
We went to an art exhibition.
You can stop at any time you like.
There were several reasons for this.

The general determiners are:

22

a
all
an
another
any

both
each
either
enough
every

few
fewer
less
littte
many

more
most
much
neither
no

other
several
some

4 facn general determiner is used with particular
types of noun. You use some general determiners
with:
o singular count nouns

a another each
an any either

every
neither

no

I got a postcard from Susan.
Any big tin container will do.
He opened another shop last month.

o plural count nouns

There were few doctors available.
He spoke m-any different languages.
Several projects had to be postponed.

o uncount nouns

all enough little
any less more

most no
much some

There was little applause
We need more information
ue oia not spea* ry119hlyg7gn.

SEilMNEThe following general determiners can
never be used with uncount nouns.

a both every
an each few
another either many

neither
several

5 Uo.a of the determiners are also pronouns,
except'the', 'a', 'an', 'every', 'no'and the
possessives.

I saw several in the woods last night.
Have you gU any that t could borrow?
There is enough for all of us.

You use 'one' as a pronoun instead of 'a'or'an',
'none' instead of 'no', and 'each' instead of 'every'

Have you got one?
There are none left.
Each has aiiparate box and number.

all
any
both

enough
few
fewer

many
more
most

no
other
several

some



Unit 11 Practice
A Undertlne the determiners in the following sentences. The numbers in brackets tell you how many

determiners there are.

1 lvly friend Alec works in a hotel on the corner of this street. (4)

2 There weren't many people at the match. But it was very exciting and our team scored twice in each
half. (4)

3 Would you like another piece of this cake, or would you prefer a chocolate biscuit? (3)

4 Most young people like this sort of music. (2)

5 Every child at the party was given a present to take home. (3)

6 Thank you for your letter and the lovely flowers. (2)

7 We live in a small village in the country. lt's a quiet, comfortable place with several useful shops. (4)

8 I hope to spend another month in your country sometime this summer. (3)

9 There was little information at the airport. Few people seemed to have any idea what time the flight
was likely to leave. (5)

10 Can you give me another call at the office? I don't have much time to spare right now. (3)

B llo* do these. Remember that a determiner comes at the front of a noun phrase.

1 These oranges costten pence each. (1)

2 Each orange costs ten pence. (1)

3 A: ls this your coat? (1)

B: No, I'm fairly sure it belongs to that man over there in the corner. I left my coat in the cloakroom. (4)
4 Most students read both books, but they didn't find either very useful. (2)

5 There were several people at the meeting earlier, but most of them left early so there aren't many left
now. (2)

6 This is what I always have for my breakfast. (1)

7 lf I haven't any books, I can't do my homework. (2)

8 There's another bottle of milk in the fridge. Help yourself to a glass if you'd like some. (3)

9 Have you finished that glass of milk? There's plenty more in the fridge if you'd like another. (2)

10 Most people enjoyed the show, but I was definitely the one who enjoyed it most. (3)
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Unit 12 Main uses of 'the'

Maln polnts

o You can use'the' in front of any noun.
o You use'the'when the person you are

talking to knows which person or thing
you mean.

o You use'the'when you are referring
back to someone or something,

o You use'the'when you are specifying
which person or thing you are talking
about.

o You use 'the' when you are referring to
something that is unique.

o You use 'the'when you want to use one
thing as an example to say something
about all things of the same tyPe.

1 t"' is called the definite article, and is the
commonest determiner. You use'the'when the
person you are talking to knows which person or
thing you mean. You can use 'the' in front of any
noun, whether it is a singular count noun, an
uncount noun, or a plural count noun.

She dropped the can.
I remembered the fun I had with them.
The girts were not-t at home.

2 yruuse 'the'with a noun when you are referring
back to someone or something that has already
been mentioned.

I called for a waiter... ...The waiter with a moustache
came.
I have bought a house in Wales. .. ...The house is in
an agricultural area.

They all sat in the sun.
We have landed men on the moon.
The sky was a briltiant blue

You also use 'the'when you are referring to
something of which there is only one in a particular
place.

Mrs Robeftson heard that the church had been
bombed.
He decided to put some words on the blackboard.

5 yo, can use'the'with a singular count noun
when you wantto make a general statement about
all things of that type. For example, if you say'The
whale is the largest mammal in the world', you mean
all whales, not one particular whale.

The coqlpu'lelallows us to deal with a lot of data
very quickly.
My father's favourite flower is the rose.

6 yo, can use 'the'with a singular count noun
when you are referring to a system or service. For
example, you can use 'the phone'to refer to a
telephone system and 'the bus'to refer to a bus
service.

I don't like using the phone.
How long does it take on the train?

7 yorcan use'the'with the name of a musical
instrument when you are talking about someone's
ability to play the instrument.

'You play the guitar, I see,' said Simon.
Geoff plays the piano very well.

d,r| rffi
3 Vo, use 'the'with a noun and a qualifier, such as
a prepositional phrase or a relative clause, when
you are specifying which person or thing you are
talking about.

l've no idea about the geography of Scotland.
The book that I recommended now costs over three
pounds.

4 yo, use'the'with a noun when you are referring
to something of which there is only one in the world.

:: 4

) @ i,Q
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Unit 12 Practice
A neaO this passage.

Three learned Christian monks were travelling through Turkey hoping to meet (1) the wisest man in (2)

the whole country. (3) The monks explained that they wanted to meet him because they each had a
question to ask him. (4) The sultan sent for Nasreddin Hodja who came to (5) the palace at once. (6) The

first monk stepped up and asked his question.

'Where is (7) the centre of (8) the eailh?' 'At this moment the centre of the earth is exactly below (9) the

front right foot of my donkey.'

'How can you possibly know that?'asked (10) the monk.

'lf you measure the eanh carefully you will find that I am correct,' replied Hodja.

(11) Ihe second monk stepped up and asked his question.

'How many stars are there in (12) the sl<y?'

'As many as there are hairs on my donkey,' replied Hodja. 'As you will see if you count them.'

(13) Ihe third monk came forward. 'How many hairs are there in my beard?'he asked.

That is easy,'said Hodja. 'As many as there are hairs in (14) the donkey's tall. lf you do not believe me

step fon,ard and we can pull out (15) the halrs from your beard and (16) the halrc from (17) the donkey's

tall one by one and count them.'

The third monk was not very keen on this idea so he had to admit he was beaten, so everyone could see

that Hodja was (18) the wisest man of all.

Look at the 18 phrases with the above. How do you know in each case which person or thing the writer is

talking about?

Now answer these

1 Which man? ..,

2 Which country?

3 Which monks?

4 Which sultan?

5 Which palace?

6 Which monk? .

7 Which centre?

9 Whichfoot? ...

10 Which monk? .

11 Which monk? .

13 Which monk? .

14 Which donkey?

15 Which hairs? ..

16 Which hairs? ..

17 Whichtail? ....

What about (8), (12), and (18)? How do you know which one the writer means in each case?

8.............
t2
18
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Unit 13 Other uses of 'the'

Main points

o You do not normally use'the'with
proper nouns referring to people. You
do use'the'with many proper nouns
referring to geographical places.

o You use 'the'with some adjectives to
talk about groups of people.

1 yo, do not normally use'the'with proper nouns
that are people's names. However, if you are talking
about a family, you can say'the Browns'.
You use 'the'with some titles, such as'the Queen of
England', and with the names of some organizations,
bu ildings, newspapers, and works of art.

... the United Nations... ... the Taj Mahal...

... ti6 Times... ... the Mona Lisa.

2 youdo use 'the'with some proper nouns
referring to geographical places.

... the Bay of Biscay... ... the Suez Canal.

... the Arabian Gulf ... ... the Pacific Ocean.

You use 'the'with countries whose names include
words such as'kingdom', 'republic', 'states', or
'union'.

... the United Kingdom... ... the Soviet Union.

You use 'the'with countries that have plural nouns
as their names.

... the Netherlands... ... the Philippines.

Note that you do not use 'the'with countries that
have singular nouns as their names, such as'China'
'ltaly', or'Turkey'.
You use 'the'with names of mountain ranges and
groups of islands.

... Ae Nps... ... the Himalayas.

... the Bahamas... ... the Canaries.

Note that you do not use 'the' with the names of
individual mountains such as 'Everest'or'Etna', or
the names of individual islands such as'Sicily',
'Minorca', or'Bali'.
You use 'the' with regions of the world, or regions of
a country that include 'north', 'south', 'east', or
'west'.

... the Middle East... ... the Far East.

. . . the north of England. 
- 

. . the west of lreland.

Note that there are some exceptions.

... Notth America... ... South-East Asia... .., East
Anglia.

You do not use 'the'with 'northern', 'southern',
'eastern', or'western'and a singular name.

northern England. western Africa

You use 'the'with the names of areas of water such
as seas, oceans, rivers, canals, gulfs, and straits.

... the Mediterranean Sea... ... the Atlantic Ocean.

... the river Ganges... ... the Pan{ma Canal.

.. . the Gulf of Mexico. .. . . . the straits of Gibraltar.

Note that you do not use 'the'with lakes.

... Lake Geneva... ... Lake Superior.

Note that you do not use'the'with continents, cities,
streets, or addresses.

... Asia... ... Tokyo... ... Oxford Street... ... 75 Park
Street.

3 Vo, use 'the'with adjectives such as'rich',
'poor', 'young', 'old', and 'unemployed'to talk about
a general group of people. You do not need a noun.

Only the rich could afford his firm's products.
They were discussing the problem of the
unemployed.

When you use 'the'with an adjective as the subject
of a verb, you use a plural verb.

ln the cities the poor are as badly off as they were in
the villages.

4 youuse 'the'with some nationality adjectives to
talk about the people who Iive in a country.

They will be increasingly dependent on the support
of the French.
fhe Spanish claimed that the money had not been
paid.

With other nationalities, you use a plural noun.

... Germans... ... the Americans.

When you use'the'with a nationality adjective as
the subject of a verb, you use a plural verb.

The British are worried.

5 Yo, use 'the'with superlatives.

He was the cleverest man I ever knew
He was the youngest.
His shoulders hurtthe worst.
It was the most excling summer of their lives
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Unit 13 Practice
A tn eacn ofthe following sentences the word the has been left out at least once. Read the sentences and

mark where the should be. The number in brackets tells you how many times the occurs. ln 1, for
example, you need to put the in twice.

1 I have been to lhe United Kingdom, Germany, and lhe Soviet Union, but never to poland.
n(2)-n

2 Amazon in Brazil is the longest river in South America. (1)

3 Japan and United States are separated by Pacific Ocean. (2)

4 Liverpool is in north of England, fairly close to Wales. (1)

5 I would love to go to Jamaica, Bahamas or somewhere else in Caribbean. (2)

6 Suez Canal flows through north of Egypt from Port Said to Suez, joining Mediterranean to Gulf of Suez

and Red Sea. (5)

7 Lake Windermere in north-west of England is one of the largest lakes in British lsles. (2)

8 lran has borders with lraq, Turkey, USSR, Afghanistan and West Pakistan. (1)

9 Mount Everest is in Himalayas on the border between Nepal and Tibet, which is part of People's

Republic of China. (2)

10 Biarritz stands on the mouth of Adour river which flows into Gulf of Gascony in Bay of Biscay. (3)

B Uo* do the same with these sentences.

1 While we were in London we stayed at 14" Royal Hotel in Albert Street near T raf algar Square. (1)

2 On the first morning we went to British tUrSrm andhad lunch at MacDonald's in Church Street. (1)

3 ln the evening we went to a pub just off Leicester Square, then we went to a play at National Theatre.
(1)

4 Next day we went to Houses of Parliament and Westminster Abbey and had lunch at Peking

Restaurant. (2)

5 We looked in Evening Standard newspaper and found there was a good film at Odeon cinema near

Piccadilly Circus. (2)

C Comptete the sentences below using the with these adjectives.

blind dead disabled poor rich unemployed

1 lt issaidthatweshould neverspeak ittot ...!.h.e.d?qd .....................
2 Buildings should be specially designed so they can be used by

3 lt is only fair that .... should pay higher taxes than

4 ln St John's Park there is a special garden for

flowers.

5 Life is bound to be difficult for ...................

with strongly scented
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Unit 14 'A'and 'an'

Main points

o You only use'a'or'an'with singular
count nouns.

r You use'a'or'an'to talk about a person
or thing for the first time.

1 vo, only use 'a' or'an'with singular count
nouns. 'A' and 'an' are called the indefinite article.

I got a postcard from Susan.
He was eating an apple.

Remember that you use 'a' in front of a word that
begins with a consonant sound even if the first letter
is a vowel, for example 'a piece, a university, a
European language'. You use 'an' in front of a word
that begins with a vowel sound even if the first letter
is a consonant, for example 'an exercise, an idea,
an honest man'.

2 youuse 'a'or'an'when you are talking about a
person or thing for the first time.

She picked up a book.
After weeks of looking, we eventually bought a
house.

[;Adgglg and I got some money to do research
on rats.

Note that the second time you refer to the same
person or thing, you use 'the'.

She pi cked up a- !99k... ... The book was lyi ng on the
table.
After weeks of looking, we eventually bought a
house... ... The house was in a small village.

3 Rtter tne verb 'be' or another link verb, you can
use'a'or'an'with an adjective and a noun to give
more information about someone or something.

His brother was a sensitive child.
He seemed a worried man.
It was a reail-beautifut house.

You can also use'a'or'an'with a noun followed by a
qualifier, such as a prepositional phrase or a
relative clause, when you want to give more
information about someone or somethlng.

The information was contained in an article on

919!9a=
lchose a picture that reqlqle! rne e! rny ev,ln

country.

2A

4 vou use 'a'or 'an' atler the verb 'be'or another
link verb when you are saying what someone is or
what job they have

He became a school teacher.
She is a model and an artist.

/

I
4 .E,

5 Yo, use 'a'or'an'to mean 'one'with some
numbers. You can use 'a'or'an'with nouns that
refer to whole numbers, fractions, money, weights,
or measures.

a hundred
a thousand

a quarter a pound
a half a dollar

a kilo
a litre

6 yo, do not use 'a' or'an'with uncount nouns or
plural count nouns. You do not need to use a
determiner at all with plural count nouns, but you
can use the determiners'any', 'a few', 'many',
'several', or'some'.

I love dogs.
Do you have any dogs?
Many adults don't listen to children.
I have some children like th-at in my class.

Note that if you do not use a determiner with a plural
count noun, you are often making a general
statement about people or things of that type. For
example, if you say 'l love dogs', you mean all dogs.
However, if you say'There are eggs in the kitchen',
you mean there are some eggs. lf you do use a
determiner, you mean a number of people or things
but not a I I of them , without sayi ng exactly how
many.

I have some friends coming for dinner.
He has-bought some plants for the house.
I have some important things to tell them.

l



Unit 14 Practice
A Rewrite the sentences using singular nouns with a or an instead of the plural nouns in bold

1 Doss make good pets. r ...4..d99. nqkr.:. g. g pgd. p g!,...... .....
2 Lawyers usually earn more than pollcemen. / ..........
3 I love reading good books. / ................
4 You don't often see good programmes on W nowadays . / .. .......... .. .

5 Sons are always a lot more trouble than daughtors. / ...........
6 I often have eggs for breakfast. / ...............
7 Nowadays you can buy computer-controlled washlng machlnes. / .. ... .. ... ... ...

8 I hate to hear bables crying or dogs barking. / ...............

B Wn"r" you find a noun phrase with a singular count noun but no determiner, put in a or an.

1 ln English q noun phrase with A singular count noun can hardly ever stand on its own-nn
2 We have just bought new house with large garden.

3 My brother is teacher and I have cousin who works with young children as well.

4 Would you like biscuit or piece of cake?

5 I spoke to official and he gave me very good advice.

C loot at the following pairs of sentences. For each pair fill one blank with a or an, and the other with the

1 I wrote ...fr........... long letter to Jenny this morning.

Did lshow you ....l.hq........letter lgotfrom Peterthis morning?

2 My uncle used to be ................ dentist before he retired.

Arthur Brown is ................ dentist who I ives next door to my parents.

3 ls there bookshop on the High Street?

I bought this at ................ bookshop in the High Street.

4 Has anyone seen ................ newspaper I left in the sitting room?

I usually buy ................ newspaper on my way to work.

5 London is easily biggest city in Britain.

Manchester is ................ big city in the north of England.

6 lt's not easy to learn ................ foreign language which is very different from your own language.

Japanese is certainly most difficult language I have tried to learn.

7 Agatha Christie was................ wellknown writer of detective stories.

Agatha Christie was ................ writer who invented Hercule Poirot.

8 The police are looking for ................ young man aged about 23.

young man the police are looking for is about 23.

9 Last night I saw interesting W programme about Eastern Europe.

I really enjoyed programme about Eastern Europe last night.

10 I learned to drive car when I was eighteen.

Dad, can I borrow ................car tonight?

) Bank 29



Unit 15 All, most, tlo, none

Main points

o You use 'all'with plural count nouns and
uncount nouns. You use 'all'to talk
about every person or thing in the world,
or in the group you are talking about.

o You use 'most'with plural count nouns
and uncount nouns. You use 'most'to
talk about nearly all of a number of
people or things, or nearlY all of a
quantity of something.

o You use'no'with singular and plural
count nouns and uncount nouns. You
use 'no'to say that something does not
exist or is not present.

1 yo, use'all'with plural count nouns and uncount
nouns to talk about every person or thing in the
world or in the group that you are talking about.

All children should complete the primary course.
All important decisions were taken by the
government.
He soon lost all hope of becoming a rock sta'r.
All luggage will be searched.

2 youuse 'most'with plural count nouns and
uncount nouns to talk about nearly all of a number
of people or things, or nearly all of a quantity of
something.

The method was suitable for most purposes.
Most good drivers stop at zebra crossings.
Most milk is still delivered to people's houses.

-He 

ignored most advice, and did what he thought
best.

3 yo, use 'no'with singular count nouns, plural
count nouns, and uncount nouns to say that
something does not exist or is not present.

There was no chair for me to sit on.
They had no i-mmediate plans to change house.
No money was available for the operation.

Note that if there is another word in the clause that
makes it negative, you use 'any', not 'no'.

It hasn t made any difference.
He will never do any work for me again.

4 'lrl and 'most' are also pronouns, so you can say

'all of' and 'most of'. 'No' is not a pronoun' so you

must say'none of'.

He spent all of the money on a new car.
Most of my friends live in London.
None of those farmers had ever driven a tractor.

Note that you use 'all of', 'most of', and 'none of'
with an object Pronoun.

All of us were sleePing.
T had seen most of them before.
None of them came to the Part(

Note that if the clause is already negative, you use
'any of', not'none of'.

I hadn't eaten any of the biscuits.

When 'none of is followed by a plural noun or
pronoun, the verb is usually plural, but can be

singu lar.

None of us are the same.

None of them has lasted very long

5 yo, can use'all the'with a plural count noun or
an uncount noun. There is no difference in meaning
between'all the' and'all of the'.

All the girls think it's great.
Allthe best jo\egcame at the end of the programme.
Thank you for all the help you gave me.

UEilIIM You cannot say'most the' or'none the'
You must say'most of the' or'none of the'.

6 yo, can use'all'after a noun or pronoun to
emphasize that the noun or pronoun refers to
everyone or everything that has been mentioned or
is involved. Note that you can use 'all' to emphasize
the subject or the object.

The band all live together in the sante house.
lenjoyed it all.

h\ t,
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Unit 15 Practice
A U." the phrases below to complete the sentences which follow

all alcoholic drinks all banks all cars all children all doctors all old people

4t!.dtil4ren must go to school until the age of 16
must be licensed.

receive a pension from the state.
There is a tax on

are closed on Sunday.

must have at least five years' training

Allthese sentences are true for Britain. How many are true for your country?

B Cnoo." phrases from the list to say where you might see the notices given below

at an airport
in a department store

in a bank
in a library

in a hotel
in a park

at a railway station
in a restaurant

1 Al dogs must be kept on a read. . . .1.f . n. pnfk. 
. .

2 All books must be returned within three weeks. ..

3 All customers should wait to be seated.

4 All goods must be taken to the cash desk. ........
5 All luggage must be checked at the security desk

6 All traveller's cheques must be signed and dated.

7 All passengers must have a valid ticket. ...........
8 All bills must be paid before guests check out. ..

C Rewrite the following sentences using alt of or most of.

1 The chitdren were au fast asreep. t ...All.q{.lhe children were..{q:.l.q;ftgp

2 The children were nearly all fast asleep. / ...............
3 Nearlyallthe students passed the exam. / ......,.........
4 All myfriends came tothe party. / ...............
5 The clothes were all very expensive. / .............
6 Nearlyallthe seatswere booked. / ................
7 The ice cream was nearly all finished. / ...............
8 The garden was nearlyall full of weeds. I .............,..

D Rewrite these sentences using no.

l rhaven'tanyrreetimethisweek./ ...1.hqy.q..4.q.{fgg.{/Ue.llti:.qge.k.
2 )ohn didn't have any money left. / ..........
3 He hasn't any friends. / ...............
4 There isn't any milk in the fridge. / ................
5 We didn't get any letters today. / ................
6 There weren't any girls in the class. / ..............,

7

2

3

4

5

6
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Unit 16 Both, either, neither

Maln polnts

o You use'both', 'either', and 'neither'to
talk about two people or things that
have been mentioned or are known to
the hearer.

o You use'both'with plural nouns, and
'either' and'neither' with singular
nouns.

o You use'both of', 'either of', and
'neither of'with plural nouns or
pronouns.

1 Vo, use 'both', 'either', and 'neithef when you

are saying something about two people or things
that have been mentioned, or are known to the
person you are talking to.

There were excellent performances from both
actresses.
Dei-rc nen nis cocoa in both hands.
No argument could move either man from this
decision.
NptlhSuepS rt m ent ioned the Ameri ca ns.

2 youuse 'both' when you think of the two people
or things as a group. You use 'both'with a plural
noun.

Both children were happy with their presents.
Both policies make good sense.

3 yo, use'either'when you think of the two people
or things as individuals. You use 'either'with a
singular noun.

Either way is acceptable.
She could not see either man.

4 yo, use 'neither'when you are thinking of the
two people or things as individuals and you are
making a negative statement about them. You use
'neither'with a singular noun.

ln reality, neither pafty was enthusiastic.
Neither man knew what he was doing.

5 vo, can use'both'with a specific determiner
such as'the', 'these', or'my'.

Both the young men agreed to come.
Both these books have been recommended to us,
Aotnier parenp were dead.

I@N!I6 You cannot use'e ither' or'neither' with
a specific determiner.

6 yo, can use'both of', 'either of , or'neither of'
with a plural noun or pronoun. Note that when 'both
of , 'either of , and 'neither of are followed by a noun
rather than a pronoun, you must use a specific
determiner such as'the', 'these', or'he/ before the
noun.

Both of these restaurants are excellent.
ffidonethejob.
Neitffiir boys was involved.

Note that'neither of is normally used with a singular
verb but it can be used with a plural verb.

Neither of us was having any luck.
Neither of the children were there.

--.J?'+<

,i,
,[,tit-tr,
rlllllh,

7 Remember that you can also use 'both', 'either',
and 'neither' as conjunctions. You use 'both...and'
to give two alternatives and say that each of them is
possible or true.

I am looking for opportunities both in this country
and abroad.

-Both 
I and my wife were surprised to see you there.

You use 'either...or' to give two alternatives and say
that only one of them is possible or true.

You can have either fruit or ice cream.
lwas expecting you- 94!3y-today or tomorrow.
You either love him or hate him.

You also use'neither...nor'to give two alternatives
and say that each of them is not possible or is not
true.

Neither Margaret nor )ohn was there.
He did it neither quickly 4p1well.
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Unit 16 Practice
A cnoos" the correct form. of the verb in brackets to complete these sentences.

1 Both my brothers ....llyg............... in London. (tives/ tive)
2 Neitherof hisparents ...... alive. (is/are)
3 Neither John nor Mary . . . .. . at home. (was / were)
4 We both ...... footballbut neitherof us..,........ tennis. (likes/ like)
5 Both Peter and Michael . .. .. . here quite often but neither of them . ... .. us

much help. (comes / come) (gives / give)

6 Both of us........... been to paris but neitherof us........... been to Rome. (has/
have)

B Wnicn of the cities betow do the followi ng sentences refet lo?

London Milan New York Rome Washington

1 Neither is a capitat citv. ... Nl.(1Q.4..q.4d. N g !!..Y.g. fk,
2 Both of them are in America. ..............
3 None of them is in America.

4 Allof them are capitalcities. .........
5 They are both in ttaly.

6 They are all in Europe.

G Comptete the sentences about the cities, choosing suitable phrases from the table below

Ail
Neither
Both
None

of them is
are

1 Birmingham and Manchester

....4s!lt.sf.lhe.qt te .

2 Valencia and Hiroshima.

in Britain. / NeiIher.q{.!he.n.i:. in Asia

a capital city
3 Hong Kong, Singapore, and peking.

in Asia. /
4 San Francisco, Bangkok, and Canberra.

u ;";;;";,;"*r", ""oiir;;;. 
in EuroPe

in Europe

capital cities. / in America.
6 Marseilles and Lyons.

France.

) Bank

in France. / the capital of

33



Unit 17 Much, little, many, few, more, less, fewer

Main polnts

o You use'much' and 'little'with uncount
nouns to talk about a quantltY of
something.

o You use'many'and 'few'with plural
nouns to talk about a number of people

or things.
o You use'much' in negative sentences

and questions, and 'a lot of'or'plenty
of' rather than 'much' in affirmative
sentences.

r You use'more' and 'less'with uncount
nouns, and 'more'and 'fewer'with plural

count nouns.

1 yo, use 'much'to talk about a large quantity of
something, and'little'to talk about a small quantity

of something. You only use'much' and 'little'with
uncount nouns.

4 vo, use'so much'to emphasize that a large
quantity of somethlng is involved.

I have so much work to do.
rney naG@g1gyand we have so little.

You use 'too much' and 'too many' to say that the
quantity of something, or the number of people or

things, is largerthan is reasonable or necessary.

He has too much work.
Too manry-eopte still smoke.

You use 'very many'to emphasize that a large
number of people or things are involved.

Very many old people live alone.

Note that'very much' is used with nouns and verbs.

There isn't very much time
I liked it very much.

5 yo, use 'few'and 'little'to emphasize that only a

small quantity of something or a small number of
people or things are involved. They can be used with
'very' for greater emPhasis.

The town has few monuments.
I have lit]le llrns for anything but work.
Very few cars had reversing lights.
I had very l'rttle money left.

lhaven't got much time
We've made

2 youuse 'many'to talk about a large number of
people or things, and 'few'to talk about a small
number of people or things. You can only use 'many'

and 'few'with Plural count nouns.

He wrote many novels.
There were few visitors to our house

3 yo, normally use'much' in negative sentences
and questions.

He did not speak much English.
Why havelj I give-n much attention to this problem?

ln affirmative sentences you do not use'much', you

use'a lot of', 'lots of', or'plenty of instead. You can

use them with both uncount nouns and plural nouns.

He demanded a lot of attention.
I make a lot of mistakes.

project.
with lots of

Note that'a few' and 'a little' just indicate that a

quantity or number is small.

He spread a little honey on a slice of bread.
t usually do a few iobs for him in the house.

They spent lots of time on the
He remembered a large room

6 yo, use 'more'with uncount nouns and plural

count nouns to refer to a quantity of something or a

number of people or things that is greater than
another quantity or number.

His visit might do more harm than good.
He does more hours than I do.

You use 'less' with uncount nouns to refer to an

amount of something that is smaller than another
amount.

The poor have /ess access to education.
This machinery uses less energY.

You use 'fewer', or'less' in informal English, with
plural nouns to refer to a number of people or things
that ls smaller than another number.

There are fewer trees here.

I've got plenty of money.
There are always plenty of iobs to be done.

Note that you can use 'so much' and 'too much' in
affirmative sentences.

She spends
There is too

so much time here.
much chance of error

34

They this year,



Unit 17 Practice
A complete these sentences using the determiners given in brackets.

(a tot of / much)' 2 He didn't sell very ............ .. books. That,s why he never made .

money. (many / much)

3 There weren,t trains to Birmingham, but there were ..
buses. (plenty of / many)

4 Very people could manage to live on so .................,
titile)

5 There's work to do, so we haven,t
lot of / much)

6 lf you can spare me ......... ......... time, I'd like to make .

suggestions. (afew /a little)
7 He spends so .............. time playing football that he has ........

for anything etse. (littte / much)

8 There are .............
late at night. (few / lots of)

cars in the city centre at rush hour, but very

B Comptete these sentences using lltile or few.
1 He is very successfur even though he has u"o ...lillle education
2 .............. people really understood what the lecture was about.
3 Diana tried hard but she was very ...... help.
4 He made so .............. mistakes that he came top in the exam.
5 lcan't do much I'm afraid. lhave so ...... time.

French

money. (few /

time to spare. (a

time

C Comptete these using a titile or a few.
1 wourd you rike . .fr lllle............ .

2 Would you like

3 I have to see .........
4 Could you give me .............
5 I don't know the answer, but I've got

... cake?

.. apples?

people this afternoon

....... help?

ideas

D complete these sentences using very few, a few, very fitfle or a iltfle.
1 Thereare lotsof boys inourclass, Out ....Wfu.{.€.q............. ......... girts.
2 He's an expert on languages, but he knows ......... about mathematics.
3 Therearelotsofcinemasintownaswellas.............. ........goodtheatres.
4 ltookplentyof sugarand .... milk.
5 When l'm busy, lalways do .............. ........ work before breakfast.
6 I come home so tired that I can do ...... work in the evenings.
7 Jack is very helpful. He's sure to have .... good ideas.
8 Jackisusuallyveryhelpful buthehad ....adviceforusthistime.
9 .............. ........ unskilled jobs are wellpaid, but notvery many.

10 I was tired and hungry, but fortunately I had .... money left.
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Unit 18 Some, ohY, another, othel, eagh, every

Maln polnts

o You use'some'to talk about a quantity
or number without being Precise.

o You use'any'to talk about a quantity or
number that maY or may not exist.

o You use'another', or'another'and a

number, to talk about additional people

or things.
o You use'each'and 'every'to talk about

all the members of a group of people or
things.

1 yo, use 'some'with uncount nouns and plural

nouns to talk about a quantity of something or a

number of people or things without being precise'

I have left some food for you in the fridge'
Some tra i na67effii i n g I ate'

You normally use'some' in affirmative sentences'

There's some chocolate cake overthere'
lhad some good ideas.

You use 'some' in questions when you expect the
answer to be 'yes', for example in offers or requests'

Woutd you like some coffee?
Coutd you give me some examPles?

You can use'some'with a singular noun when you

do not know which person or thing is involved, or you

think it does not matter.

Some man phoned, but didn't leave his number.
ld66re some problem?

You can also use 'not'and 'any', or'no', with a
comparative.

Her house wasn't any better than ours.
Her house was no better than ours.

3 yo, use 'another'with singular nouns to talk
about an additional person or thing.

Coutd t have another cuq of coffee?
He opened another shoq last month.

You can also use 'another'with a number and a
plural noun to talk about more people or things.

Another fov119qp passed before we met again.
l've got another three books to read,

You use 'other'with plural nouns and 'the other'with
singular or plural nouns.

t've got other things to think about.
The other man has gone.

-The 

other European countries have beaten us.

4 yo, use 'each'or'every'with a singular noun to
talk about all the members of a group of people or

things. You use'each'when you are thinking about
the members as individuals, and 'every'when you

are making a general statement about all of them.

Each county is subdivided into several districts.
Each applicant has five choices.
tverv cnin would have milR every day.
She spoke to every person at that pafty.

You can modify'every' but not'each'.

He spoke to them nearlY everY daY.

We went out almost everY evening'

2 youuse 'any' in front of plural and uncount
nouns to talk about a quantity of something that
may or may not exist. You normally use'any' in
questions and negative sentences.

Are there any iobs men can do but women can't?
It hasn't made anY difference.

You use 'any'with a singular noun to emphasize that
it does not matter which person or thing is involved'

Any containerwill do.

You can use'no'with an affirmative verb instead of
'not any'.

There weren't anY tomatoes left.

5 yo, can use 'some of', 'any of , or'each of', and
a noun group to talk about a number of people or
things in a group of people or things.

Some of the information has already been analysed.

@ananyof theother
magazines.
ne gave gggb s! ue advice about our present goals.

You can use'each of'and a plural noun group but
'every' must be followed bY'one of'.

Each of the drawings is different.
everv oie of lnem is given a financial target.

Note that you can also use 'each'with 'one of'.

There were no
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Unit 18 Practice
A Comptete these sentences by using somo or any

1 I've met ...€.q.t4e..... peopte, but I don,t nave ...4!1il....... reatfriends yet.
2 I'd like to make friends, but I haven,t met ................ young people yet.
3 A: |sthere................ petrol in the tank?

B: Well, I filled it yesterday. There must be ................ left.
4 There are ................ biscuits left, butthere isn't ................ cake.
5 I knowyou speak ................ French, but do you speak ................ German?
6 A: Have you got matches?

B: Yes, lthink I've got ................ in my pocket.

7 I thought I had met ofthe people here but I don't know ofthem
8 Haveyou .............,.. ideawhattime it is?

B Rewrite these sentences using some or any.

1 A1 chitdren can tearn to read and write. t ...Ana.q.h.i/d.gql!.1Q.q.ru.!g.re. ad and wrile.
2 Notall of the children understood .l .........
3 lwill be free every day next week. / ................
4 All the buses will take you to the city centre. / ................
5 Afew people said thattheywould be late. / .........
6 You can buy it atall good bookshops./ ...........
7 I'd like to give you a blt of advice. / ...............
8 One of the guides will showyou the way. / .........
9 A few of the children missed the bus. / .....

10 I like all fruit except bananas. / ................

G Cfroos" which determiner in brackets best completes each sentence.
1 There 

"r" 
...Ple\!A. of chocolate biscuits. would you like another one? (some / afew lplenty)

2lhave ......bookswithme. I'vereadmostofthem,butlhaven'tread...........
one. (a few / any / plenty) (another / any I every)

3 Hegave ......ofthechildrenasmallgift.(anyleach/every)
4 You can askthe doctor ifyou want ...... advice. (any / every / another)
5 lwanted ...... pound of meatbuttherewasn't ......... left. (another / other/

each) (anyl other/ some)

6 Wehadn't ..'... oil left, but ...... people lentussome. (anylsome) (another
/ other)

7 l'd like to ask you for ............. advice. (another/ anyl some)
8 I see Jack at work almost ...... day. (any / each I every)

9 Therewasaprizefor............. oneofthecompetitors. (anylevery/some)
10 Jenny was older than ...... of the other girls. (any / every)
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Unit 19 Position of adiectives

Main points

o There are two main Positions for
adjectives: in front of a noun, or as the
complement of a link verb.

o Most adjectives can be used in either of
these positions, but some adjectives
can only be used in one.

1 Uost adjectives can be used in a noun group,

after determiners and numbers if there are any, in

frontofthe noun.

He had a beautiful smile.

5 wn"n you use an adjective to emphasize a

strong feeling or opinion, it always comes in front of
a noun.

absolute
complete
entire

outright pure
perfect real
positive total

true
utter

Some of itwas absolute rubbish'
He made me feel li\e a complete idiot.

6 Sor" adjectives that describe size or age can

come after a noun group consisting of a number or
determiner and a noun that indicates the unit of
measurement.

She a loa bread.
There was no clear evidence

2 Vort adjectives can also be used after a link
verb such as'be', 'become', or'feel'.

l'm cold.

seemed amused.

afraid
alive
alone

asleep
aware
content

due
glad
iI

ready
sorry
sure

unable
well

of a noun.

deep
high

long
old

tall wide
thick

He was about six feet tall.
The water was several metres deep.
The baby is nine months old.

Note that you do not say'two pounds heavy', you say

two pounds in weight'.

She was now the
There are empty 

:

8 n t"* adjectives have a different meaning
depending on whether they come in front of or after
a noun.

The people involved are all doctors.

l'm worried about the present situation.
Ofthe 18 people present, I knew only one.

Her parents were trying to act in a responsible
manner.
We ao not Rnow the person responsible for his
death.

3 Sor" adjectives are normally used only after a 7 n t"* adjectives are used alone after a noun
link verb

designate elect galore incarnate

president elect.
houses Ealore.

For example, you can say'She was glad', but you do

not talk about'a glad woman'.

lwanted to be alone.
we were ge-tting reaay for bed.
I m not quite sure.
ne aian't know whether to feel glad or sofiy.

concerned involved present proper responsible

4 Sor" adjectives are normally used only in front For example, 'the concerned mother'means a

mother who is worried, but'the mother concerned'
means the mother who has been mentioned.

eastern
northern
southern
western

aaorria
countless
digital

existing
indoor
introductory
maximum

neighbouring
occasional
outdoor

It's one of those incredibly involved stories.

For example, you talk about'an atomic bomb', but
you do not say'The bomb was atomic'.

He sent countless /etters to the newspap.ers.
This boo-k includes a good introductory chapter on
forests.
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atomic
maximum

countless
neighbouring

digital
northern

eastern
outdoor

indoor introductory

Unit 19 Practice
A Rewrite the phrases by putting one of these adjectives in front of the appropriate noun

1 ... the region in the east of the country . t ...!.4g.eq:.P.U.f.eg.ip.(1
2 ... powerproduced by nuclearfission. / ...............
3 ... a watch which uses figures to show the time. / ......................
4 ... the first paragraph in a piece of writing. / ................
5 ... the largest number possible. / ........... . .

6 . . . the border to the north of the country . / . . . . ... ... .. .. .

7 ... countries on the borders. / ................
8 ... a party held in the open air. / ...........
9 ... plantswhich can be kept in the house. I ...............

10 ... a huge number of people. / ...............

B Comptete the definitions using the adjectives below.

afraid asleep aware content due glad ready sorry sure unable

1 lf you are

way.

2 lf you'are

3 lf you are

4 lf something is..............
5 lf you fee| .....................
6 lf you say that someone is

confident.

7 lt you are ......................
8 lf you are half
9 lf you are ......................

10 lf you are ......................

to do something, you feer fear because you think it wiil hurt you in some

about something, you are pleased and happy about it.
to do something, it is impossible for you to do it.
.....'. at a particular time, it is expected to happen or arrive at that time
about something, you are sad or disappointed about it.

.... of himself or herself, you mean that they are very

of something, you know that it exists or that it is important.
..... , you are not listening or paying attention because you are very tired
to do something, you are willing to do it.

, you are fairly happy.

an utter disaster.

a real problem.

a positive menace.

a champion.

a true friend.

a total failure.

a perfect nuisance.

a complete fool.

absolute nonsense

G u"tcn the phrases and definitions below. The first has beeu done for you
1 Someone who is very stupid is

2 Someone who is very troublesome is ...
3 Something which is extremely unfortunate is ...
4 Something which is quite ridiculous is ...
5 Someone who wins a sports competition is ...
6 Something which will cause a lot of difficutties is

7 Someone who is always loyal is ...
8 Something that does not work at all is ...
9 Something which is extremely dangerous is ...

a

b

c

d

e

f
db

h

i
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Unlt 20 Order of adfectlves

Maln polnts

o You put opinion adjectives in front of
descri ptive adjectives.

o You put general opinion adjectives in
front of specific opinion adjectives'

o You can sometimes vary the order of
adjectives.

o lf you use two or more descriPtive
adjectives, you put them in a particular
order.

o lf you use a noun in front of another
noun, you put any adjectives in front of
the first noun.

1 Yo, often wantto add more information to a
noun than you can with one adjective, so you need
to use two or more adjectives. ln theory' you can use

the adjectives in any order, depending on the quality
you want to emphasize. ln practice, however, there
is a normal order.
When you use two or more adjectives in front of a
noun, you usually put an adjective that expresses
your opinion in front of an adjective that just
describes something.

You live in a nice big house.
He is a naughty little boY.

She was wearing a beautiful pink suit.

2 Wn"n you use more than one adjective to
express your opinion, an adjective with a more
general meaning such as 'good', 'bad', 'nice',. or
'lovely'usually comes before an adjective with a
more specific meaning such as'comfortable',
'clean', or'dirty'.

I sat in a lovely comfoftable armchair in the corner,
He put on a nice clean shirt.
Itwas a horrible dirU room.

3 Vo, can use adjectives to describe various
qualities of people or things. For example' you

might want to indicate their size, their shape, or the
country they come from.
Descriptive adjectives belong to six main types' but
you are unlikely ever to use all six types in the same
noun group. lf you did, you would normally put them
in the following order:

size shape age colour nationality material

This means that if you want to use an'age'adjective
and a 'nationality' adjective, you put the 'age'
adjective first.

We met some young Chinese girls.

Similarly, a'shape' adjective normally comes before
a 'colout' adjective.

He had round black eYes.

Other combinations of adjectives follow the same
order. Note that'material' means any substance,
not only cloth.

There was a larEe round wooden table in the room.
The man was carrying a small black plastic bag.

4 Yo, usually put comparative and superlative
adjectives in front of other adjectives.

Some of the better English actors have gone to live
in Hollytood.
These are the hi9hest monthly figures on record.

5 wn"n you use a noun in front of another noun,
you never put adjectives between them' You put any
adjectives in front of the first noun.

He works in the French film industry.
He receives a lFweexly cash payment.

6 Wn"n you use two adjectives as the complement
ofa linkverb, you use a conjunction such as'and'to
link them. With three or more adjectives' you link
the last two with a conjunction, and put commas
after the others.

The day was hot and dustY.
The room was laqe but squarc.
The house was old,@P3ngsmelJl- -
wefeftnot, tire7dffi--1-:-\ /

o
J

/'t \

P
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Unit 20 Practice
A f"X" adjectives from the phrases below and put them into the columns given. The first phrase has been

done for you.

Opinion adjectives Descriptive adjectives

123456
general specific size shape age colour

t louelg conforlable

t ... a lovely comfortable leather armchair.

2 ... a large round wooden table.

3 ... a nice intelligent young man.

4 ... a nasty ugly blue china vase.

5 ... an old Spanish song.

6 .. . a big square metal box.

7 ... a horrible stinking fish.

8 ... a small brown paper bag.

9 ... a valuable ancient Egyptian manuscript.

10 ... a huge red American automobile.

You should finish with four adjectives in column 1; five in column 2: tour in 3; two in 4; three in 5; three
in 6; three in 7; and five in 8.

7

nationality

8

material

lealher

B Rre tne adjectives in these phrases

1 ... a longhot aav. ....N.?.........

2 ... a large black dog. ...............
3 ... a tall handsome young man. .

4 ... short fat legs.

5 ... a newred dress. ................

1- ... aweekly cash paymen t. . . ..Y.?.$:.

2 .. . the French film industry.

3 . . . the highest monthly figures. . .. .. .

4 ... a serious political force. ...........
5 . . . the long bitter struggle.

in the normal order? Answer'Yes' or'No'.
6 .. . a big juicy steak. . .. .. .. .. . .. .. ..

. 7 ... a slim graceful woman. ........
8 ... a greywoollen pullover. ........
9 ... a large comfortable armchair.

10 ... a long difficult journey. ........,

6 ... a clever optical illusion.

7 ... a great personal triumph. .........
8 .. . the worst British air disaster. ... .

9 ... finite energy resources.

10 ... a violent armed robbery.

G Are the adjectives and nouns in front of the final noun in the normal order? Answer'Yes'or'No'
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Unit 21 Adiectives with prepositions

Maln points

o Some adjectives used after link verbs
can be used alone or followed bY a
prepositional Phrase.

o Some adjectives must be followed by
particu lar PrePositions.

o Some adjectives can be followed by
d ifferent prepositions to i ntroduce
different types of information.

1 Wn"n you use an adjective after a link verb, you

can often use the adjective on its own orfollowed by a

prepositional phrase. See Unit 22 for other patterns.

He was afraid.
He wasdfrailof his enemies.

2 So*" adjectives cannot be used alone after a
link verb. lf they are followed by a prepositional
phrase, it must have a particular prepositlon:

aware of unaware of
accustomed to unaccustomed to

fond of
used to

I've
He

o used alone or with 'to', usually referring to:

slmtlailty: close equal identical related similar
marlage: married engaged
loyalty: dedicated devoted loyal
rank: junior senior

My problems are very similar to yours.
He was dedicated to his iob.
o used alone, or followed by 'with'to specify the
cause of a feeling

bored
content

displeased
dissatisf ied

impatient
impressed

pleased
satisfied

I could never be bored with football
He was pleased with her.

o used alone or with 'at', usually referring to:

strong roactlons: amazed astonished shocked
surprised
ablllty: bad excellent good hooeless useless

He was shocked at the hatred they had shown.
Sne naO-atways Oeen good at languages.

o used alone, or with 'for' to specify the person or
thing that quality relates to

common
cl ifficu lt
easy

essential
important
necessary

possible unusual
unnecessary usual

It's difficult for young people on their own.
It was unusual for them to go away at the weekend.

4 Sor" adjectives can be used alone, or used
with d ifferent prepositions.
o used alone, with an impersonal subject and 'of'
and the subject of the action, orwith a personal
subject and 'to' and the object of the action

cruel good nasty
friendly kind nice
generous mean polite

rude
unfriendly
unkind

It was rude of him to leave so suddenly.
Sne wa€-ruae to him for no reason.

o used alone, with 'about'to specify a thing or'with'
to specify a person

angry
annoyed

delighted fed up happy
disappointed furious upset

She was still angry about the result.
They're getting pretty fed up with him

3 So." adjectives can be used alone, or followed
by a particular PrePosition:
o used alone, or with 'of'to specify the cause of a
feeling

afraid
ashamed
convinced

critical jealous suspicious
envious proud terrified
frightened scared tired

They may feelpBpgg o'lyour success.
lwas terrified of her.

o used alone, or with 'of'to specify the person who
has a quality

brave good
careless intelligent
clever kind
generous nice

polite
sensible
silly
stupid

thoughtful
unkind
unreasonable
wrong

Thatwas clever of You!
Iturned tne joO anwn, which was stupid of me.
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Unit 21 Practice
A Comptete these definitions by adding the adjective with the right meaning. Use a different adjective in

each sentence. See the lists on the opposite page for adjectives to use.

1 lf something makes you very frightened you are ..1gryifigd................ of it
2 lf you continue to support someone who is in trouble you are

3 lf two things are almost the same one is ......... ..... to the other,

4 lf two things are exactly the same one is ......... ..... to the other
5 lf you buy someone an expensive present they might say 'That's very ............
6 Someone who is a fine athlete is ............... at games.

of you.'

B Ur" the adjectives below to complete the sentences that follow

bored delighted different fond proud responsible senior stupid surprised used

1 Mybrotherdidwell. twas....P(9!4d.... ..... ..... of him.

2 Hemadeasillymistake. |twasvery............ of him.

3 I can't stand the heat. l'm not ............. ......... to it.

4 Things have changed. Life is very ............ from what it used to be.

5 l'm......... atyou. lcan'tunderstandthewayyou behaved.

6 l'm ......... with the result. lt's exactlywhat lwanted.

7 Whois............... .......forthismess?Wholeftallthesethingslyingaround?
8 Jack is ............... ....... with school. He wants to leave as soon as possible.

9 Mary is an old friend of mine. l'm very ............ .......... of her.

10 ln the army, a sergeant is ............... ....... to a corporal.

G Complete the definitions using one of the adjectives below with the correct preposition

engaged furious jealous kind responsible sensible suspicious upset

1 lf something makes you very worried and unhappy, you are verv ...!4PS€.t.q.b.q!.l.

2 lf someone makes you very angry, you are ............
3 lf you make a wise decision, someone might say'That's very

4 lf you feel thatyou do nottrust someone, you are

5 lf someone else has something and you wish you had it, you are .....................
6 lf you treatsomeone verywell, you are being ..........
7 lf you have agreed to marry someone, you are

8 lf you think someone is to blame for something, you think they are

to them

.... it.
them.

you'.

them.

them.

them.

them.

.... it.

D Rewrite the sentences below using an adjective, the appropriate p

1 He drives dangerously. lt makes me terrif ied. / I n . . . .l.€.ry!{!P/.

2 She played very well . I was proud of her. / I was

3 He behaved badly. Everyone was very critical. / ......................
4 They looked lovely. I was delighted. / ..............
5 They treated us very well. We were very happy. I

reposition, and way.
q{ (he wa he dr!qe:.
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Unlt 22 Adlectives with 'to'-infinitive or
'that'-clauses

Maln polnts

o Adjectives used after link verbs are
often followed by'to'-infinitive clauses
or 'that'-clauses.

o Some adjectives are always followed by
'to'-infinitive clauses.

o You often use'to'-infinitive clauses or
'that'-clauses after adjectives to
express feelings or opinions.

o You often use'to'-infinitive clauses after
adjectives when the subject is
impersonal 'it'.

1 Rt", link verbs, you often use adjectives that
describe how someone feels about an action or
situation. With some adjectives, you can add a
'to'-infinitive clause or a 'that'-clause to say what
the action or situation is.

afraid disappointed
anxious frightened
ashamed glad

happy
pleased
proud

sad
surprised
unhappy

lf the subject is the same in both clauses, you

usually use a 'to'-infinitive clause. lf the subject is
different, you must use a 'that'-clause.

I was happy to see them again.
He was happy that they were coming to the party.

You often use a'to'-infinitive clause when talking
about future time in relation to the main clause.

I am afraid to go home.
He was anxious to leave before it got dark.

You often use a 'that'-clause when talking about
present or past time in relation to the main clause.

He was anxious that the passpoft was missing.
ney we@l m i ght have ta I ked to th e po I i ce.

2 vouoften use'sorry'with a 'that'-clause. Note
that'that' is often omitted.

I'm very sorry that I can't join you.
l'm sorry l'm so late.

3 Sor" adjectives are not usually used alone, but
have a 'to'-infinitive clause after them to say what
action or situation the adjective relates to.

able due
apt inclined
bound liable

likely
prepared
ready

unlikely
unwilling
willing

They were her.
They were not it.
I am willing, to try.
l'm prepared to say I was wrong.

4 Wn"n you want to express an opinion about
someone or something, you often use an adjective
followed by a'to'-infinitive clause.

difficult easy impossible possible right wrong

She had been easy to deceive.
The windowswill be almost impossible to open.
Am I wrong to stay here?

Note that in the first two examples, the subject of
the rnain clause is the object of the 'to'-infinitive
clause. ln the third example, the subject is the same
in both clauses.

5 witn some adjectives, you use a 'that'-clause to
express an opinion about someone or something.

awful
bad
essential

extraordinary
funny
good

important sad
interesting true
obvious

I was sad that people had reacted in this way.
It is extraordinary that we should ever have met!

6 yo, can also use adjectives with 'to'-infinitive
clauses after'it'as the impersonal subject. You use
the preposition 'of or'for'to indicate the person or
thing that the adjective relates to.

Itwas easy to find the path.
Itwas good of John to help me.
It was difficult for her to find a job.

See Unit 86 for'it'as impersonal subject.
See Unit 21for more information about adjectives
followed by'of or'for'.
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Unit22 Practice
A Rewrite each pair of sentences, using a 'to'-infinitive clause in one and a 'that'-clause in the other

1 a I didn't go home. I was arraid. r ...F.U.q.:.nftqid..P.g.g h?.A.e..........
bwemightbetate.rwasworried.r ...1..vq;..uertle.d.illq.l.v.e..uiaht.he.lq{e,........

2 a lmetGeorge again. lwas happy. I ...............
b George \rvas waiting to meet me. I was pleased. / ...............

3 a Mary was ill. I was sorry. I ................
b Mary heard the news. She was unhappy.l ...............

4 aWe sawthem. Wewere surprised. / ................
b Everyone enjoyed the picnic. We were delishted. / ................

5 a Peter missed the match. He was disappointed. / ..............
b Anne missed the match. Peter was disappointed . / ...............

6 a She didn'ttell the children. She was ashamed. I ................
bThe children didn'ttell her. She wasashamed. I ...............

B Use these adjectives to complete the sentences below.

bound due important impossible likely unlikely willing wrong

1 He will probabtywin. / He is ...!ik?.lL.

2 You must arrive on time. / lt is ..........
to win.

.. to arrive on time
3 They probably won't come. / They are to come.
4 I am certain he will agree. / He is ......... ..... to agree.

5 Michael has offered to lend you the money. / Michael is ............... to lend you the money.
6 The plane is expected at 7.30. /The plane is............... to land at 7.30.
7 Nobody can read his writing. / His writing is ............... to read.
8 You ought not to have done that. / You were to do that.

C Rewrite these sentences to begin with tt as the impersonal subject.
1 Youshoutdn'thavetostthemoney.rhatwasstupid. / ...1!.!!.q:.:lUp.id..q.{.A.p.tL!.q.!g:g..fie..?lg\gA:
2 They stopped the thief. That was brave. /
3 You forgot to lock the door. Thatwas very careless. / .............
4 She looked after the children. That was kind. / .........
5 Mary paid the bill. That was very generous . / ...............
6 You solved the problem. Thatwas clever. / ................
7 Joe sent us the flowers. That was kind. / ........
8 He kept evefihing for himself. That was mean. /

D Rewrite these sentences to begin with lt as the impersonal subject.
1 we can herp you. ttwilt be 

"""v. 
...1!..Will.he.e.q;A.{g!:.U.:.!p.lelp.Aq!4,

2 They must succeed. lt's very important. / ...............
3 I don't think I can do it. lt will be very difficutt. / ................
4 They often complain. lt's very common. / ...............
5 I'l I give you a lift. lt's very easy . /
6 You don't need to come early. lt's unnecessary. I ................
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Unit 23 Adiectives ending in '-ing!' or 
"ed'

Maln polnts

o Many adjectives ending in '-ing'
describe the effect that something has
on someone's feelings.

o Some adjectives ending in'-ing'
describe a process or state that
continues over a Period of time.

o Mony adjectives ending in '-ed'describe
people's feelings.

1 yo, use many'-ing' adjectives to describe the
effectthat something has on your feelings, or on the
feelings of people in general. For example, if you

talk about'a surprising number', you mean that the
number surprises you.

He lives in a charming house iust outside the town.
She always has a warm welcoming smile.

Most'-ing' adjectives have a related transitive verb
See Unit 72f or information on transitive verbs.

2 youuse some '-ing' adjectives to describe
something that continues over a period of time

ageing decreasing existing
booming dying increasing

living
remaining

Britain is an ageing society.
lncreasing prices are making food very expensive

These adjectives have related intransitive verbs.
See Unit 72for information on intransitive verbs.

3 Urny'-ed' adjectives describe people's feelings
They have the same form as the past participle of a
transitive verb and have a passive meaning. For
example, 'a frightened person' is a person who has
been frightened by something.

She looks alarmed about something.
A bored stuOent comptained to his teacher.
She had big blue frightened eyes.

Note that the past participles of lrregular verbs do
not end in '-ed', but can be used as adjectives. See
the Appendix for a list of irregular past participles.

The bird had a broken wing.
His coat was dny aN torn.

4 lir" other adjectives, '-ing'and '-ed'adjectives
can be:
o used in front of a noun

They still show amazing loyalty to their parents.
This is the most terrifying tale ever written.
lwas thanked by the satisfied customer.
The worried authorities cancelled the match.

o used after link verbs

It's amazing what they can do.
The present situation is terrifying.
He felt satisfied with all the work he had done.
my nus6-ana was worried.

o modified by adverbials such as 'quite', 'really', and
'very'

The film was quite boring.
There is nothing very surprising in this.
She was quite astonished at his behaviour.
He was a very disappointed young man.

o used in the comparative and superlative

His argument was more convincing than mine.
He became even more d9p19gg9g!after she died.
This is one of tne nost Ooring Oooks l've ever read.
She was the most interested in going to the cinema

5 R smalt number of '-ed'adjectives are normally
only used after link verbs such as'be', 'become', or
'feel'. They are related to transitive verbs, and are
often followed by a prepositional phrase, a 'to'-
infinitive clause, or a 'that'-clause.

convinced
delighted
finished

interested
involved
pleased

prepared
scared
thrilled

ti red
touched

The Brazilians are pleased with the resu/ts.
He was always prepared to account for his actions.
She was scared that they would find her.

alarmed
amused
astonished
bored

delighted frightened surPrised
depressed interested tired
disappointed satisfied troubled
excited shocked worried

alarming
amazing
annoying
astonishing
boring

charming
confusing
convincing
depressing
disappointing

embarrassing surprising
exciting terrifying
frightening tiring
interesting welcoming
shocking worrying
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Unit 23 Practice
A Use the '-ing'adjectives below to complete the sentences which follow

ageing existing growing increasing living rising

1 The main probtem is ...r!.$trA.. prices. Things are getting muchtoo expensive.
2 Factories in Japan are becoming even more automated, making .............. use of

robots.

3 Thingswillhavetochange.The............ ..systemsimplydoesn,twork.
4 Mohammed Ali, the former heavyweight champion of the world, has been described as a ..............

legend.

5 Theyoungfolkhaveallgone.Thereisnooneleftinthevillageapartfromafew...........
people.

6 Unemployment is on ihe increase. A ............... number of young people, in particular,
are finding themselves out of work.

B u." the '-ed'adjectives below to complete the definitions which follow

alarmed amused astonished bored depressed satisfied

1 When you find something funny, you are ....4.4!49.q.d............. ... by it.
2 lf something makes you sad and unhappy, you feel
3 lf you are ............. . , you feel very surprised.
4 lf something makes you very worried, you are .............. by it.
5 lf you are reasonably content with something, you feel
6 When you are , you feel tired and impatient because you have nothing to do.

C Comptete the following pairs of sentences using the correct form of the verb in brackets. you must use
the '-ed'form for one sentence in each pair and the '-ing'form for the other.
1 a lhad nothingtodo. I *u" ...hq.fgd. and tonety. (bore)

b I had onty one book with me but I didn,t read tt. tt was so ... hgfj.ttg.....
2 a I enjoyed Dr Brown's visit. He is a very speaker. (interest)

b We invited them to join us, but they weren,t really ........
3 a The bad news was very . (depress)

b lt was a bad day. We were all thoroughly
4 alenjoyedthefilm.Themonsterwasabsolutely............... . (terrify)

b we were told there was a bomb in the building. Everyone was absolutely ...............
5 a We were rather with the results. (disappoint)

b The results were very

6 a We were dreadfully late. lt was very . (embarrass)
b George made a perfect fool of himself. He was awfully

7 a )ack looked even more than he felt. (amaze)

bSheisabrilliantwoman.Shehasthemost ..............ideas.
8 a Have you heard what's happened? lsn't it ............... ? (excite)

b Mary looked calm, but inside she felt really
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Unlt 24 Gomparatlves and superlatives: forms

Maln polnts

o You add'-er'for the comparative and
'-est'for the superlative of one-syllable
adjectives and adverbs.

o You use'-er'and '-est'with some two-
syllable adjectives.

o You use 'more' for the comparative and
'most'for the superlative of most two-
syllabte adjectives, all longer
adjectives, and adverbs ending in'-ly''

o Some common adjectives and adverbs
have irregular forms.

1 Yo, add '-er'for the comparative form and '-est'
for the superlative form of one-syllable adjectives
and adverbs. lf they end in '-e', you add'-r'and '-st'.

cheap o cheaper o cheapest
safe osafer +safest

cold
fast
hard

light
poor
quick

rough
small
weak

,oTe

close

large
nice
wide

They worked harder.
l've found a nicer hotel.

lf they end in a single vowel and consonant (except
'-w'), you double the consonant.

big +bigger +biggest

fat hot sad thin wet

3 yo, use 'more'for the comparative and'most'for
the superlative of most two-syllable adjectives, all
longer adjectives, and adverbs ending in '-ly'.

careful + more careful + most careful
beautiful + more beautiful o most beautiful
seriously o more seriously + most seriously

Be more careful next time.
rne-y are tne moglpeaugfulgardens in the world.
It affected Clive most seriouslY.

Note that for'early' as an adjective or adverb, you

use'earlier' and'earliest', not'more' and'most'.

4 witn some common two-syllable adjectives and
adverbs, you can either add '-er'and '-est', or use
'more' and 'most'.

common
cruel

gentle
handsome

likely pleasant
narrow polite

simple
stupid

Note that'clever'and 'quiet' only add '-er' and '-est'

It was quieter outside.
He was the cleverest man I ever met.

5 you normally use'the'with superlative
adjectives in front of nouns, but you can omit'the'
after a link verb.

It was the happiest day of mY life.
It was one of the rnegljrnpg$qn!discoveries.
I was happiestwhen I was on mY own.

MUMWhen 'most' is used without'the' in
front of adjectives and adverbs, it often means
almost the same as'very'.

This book was most interesting.
I object most strongly.

6 n t"* common adjectives and adverbs have
irregular comparative and superlative forms.

good/well+better obest
bad/badly+worse +worst
tar ofarther/furtherofarthesvfurthest
old aolder/elder +oldesveldest

She would ask him when she knew him better.
She sat near the fufthest window.

Note that you use 'elder'or'eldest'to say which
brother, sister, or child in a family you mean.

Our eldest daughter couldn't come.

The day grew hotter.
Henry was the biggest of them

2 Witn two-syllable adjectives ending in a
consonant followed by'-y', you change the '-y'to '-i'
and add '-er'and '-est'.

happy + happier o happiest

angry dirty frienclly
busy easy funny

heaw
lucky

silly
tiny

It couldn't be easier.
That is tne funniest Oit of the film
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Unit 24 Practice
A put the adjectives below into two columns

One syllable adjectives with comparative in '-er'
and superlative in'-est':

black

black
intelligent

careful
long

certain
old

difficult
short

expensive
slow

fashionable
small

great
useful warm

Adjectives of two or more syllables using ,more'

and'most':

. ..q.q.rc.{!4!...

Write down the comparative and superlative forms of three adjectives from each column.
....?.r.q.eten..Qtneke.:!..... ....nqry.(.q.ryfu!,.nq.:!.e(.e.{ul

B loot< at these adjectives and underline those ending in '-y'. All of these form the comparative and
superlative with '-ier' and '-iest'

crafty
pretty

disappointed
silly

funny
unhappy

helpful
unlucky

important
unusual

interesting
valuable

Look at the remaining adjectives. Do they all have two or more syllables? How do they form the
comparative and superlative? Write the comparative and superlative of these adjectives.
u n h a p py . . . !4 !! t! 4P. P. ! ?. f , . !4 n nq?p. l.e. .$ !.

valuable

important

funny.........

C Writ" the comparative and superlative of the following adjectives.

bad ....Y9lfir.!nq.r.f.1........ sood ..........
fine............ hot ............
bi9............. white.........
fit .............. srim ...........

D Review exercises A to C above and write down the comparative and superlative form of these adjectives
rinrr linier, liniesl
simple

angry .........
convenient

co|d...........
wide ..........
fat .............
thin...........
slender
generous

friendly
dah+l a
5v,,r,v ...i,..,
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Unit 25 Comparatives and superlatives: uses

Maln points

o Comparative adjectives are used to
compare PeoPle or things.

o Superlative adjectives are used to say
that one person or thing has more of a
quality than others in a group or others
of that kind.

o Comparative adverbs are used in the
same way as adjectives.

1 yo, use comparative adjectives to compare one
person or thing with another, or with the same
person or thing at another time. After a comparative
adjective, you often use'than'.

She was much older than me.
I am haBpier than I have ever been.

2 youuse a superlative to say that one person or
thing has more of a quality than others in a group or
others of that ki nd .

3 yo, can use comparative and superlative
adjectives in front of a noun.

lwas a better writer than he was.
Heha@todo.
tt was the quickest route from Rome to Naples.

You can also use comparative and superlative
adjectives after link verbs.

My brother is younger than me.
He feels more content now.
The sergeant was the tallest.
This book was the most interestinE,

4 Yo, can use adverbs of degree in front of
comparative adjectives.

a bit a greavgood deal
tar a little

a lot
much

rather
slightly

You can also use adverbs of degree such as 'by far',
'easily', 'much', or'quite' in front of 'the'and
superlative adjectives.

It was by far the worst hospital I had ever seen.
She was easily the most inte in the
c/ass.

Note that you can put'very' between 'the' and a
superlative adjective ending in '-est'.

It was of the very highest quality.

5 Wn"n you want to say that one situation
depends on another, you can use 'the'and a

comparative followed by'the' and another
comparative.

The sryelle!it is, the cheaper it is to post.
fne nrger tne orgZiieation is, the greater the
prob I em of adm i n i strati on becomes.

When you want to say that something increases or
decreases, you can use two comparatives linked by
'and'.

It',s getting harder and harder to find a iob.
Cars are becoming more and more expensive.

6 ntt", a superlative adjective, you can use a
prepositional phrase to specify the group you are
talking about.

Henry was the bigE9q e!]Lgm-
These cakes are probably the best in the world
He was the most dangerous man in the country

7 youuse the same structures in comparisons
using adverbs as those given for adjectives:

. 'than' after comparative adverbs

Prices have been rising faster than incomes.

o 'the'and a comparative adverb followed by'the'
and another comparative adverb

The quicker we finish, the sooner we will go home

. two comparative adverbs linked by'and'

He sounded worse and worse.

This car's a bit more expensive.
Now lfeel a great deal more confident.
It's a rather more complicated story than that
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He drove faster and faster till we told him to stop.



Unit 25 Practice
A rraaxe sentences with a compalgtive adjective and than, using the words given

1 rokyo - bis - New vorr,. r ...IQkA.o_.t:.hlager..thq.4.New..Y.q*.... .....
2 Mysister-old -me. / ._..............
3 Our new house - big - the one we used to live in. /

4 Travelling by train - comfortable - travelling by bus. /

5 Shopping at a supermarket - cheap - going to the local shops. /

B Comptete these sentences using the comparative of the adjectives in brackets and than.
1 You certainty took much .happier Lhq.n................ you did yesterday. (happy)
2 He is obviously .... in sport I am. (interested)
3 The game will certainly be much .... it was last year. (exciting)
4 Children nowadays seem to be much .... they used to be. (noisy)
5 She's actUally a good deal ........... she looks. (old)

G Fot, the comparative ofthe adjectives in these phrases and use the phrases in the sentences

a good idea a big house a healthy climate a young man a good job

1 carifornia certainty nas ...I./!Q4(lhtg.f Cltnq.le........ than New york.

2 l'm getting too old. This is a job for
3 When the children get a bit older we,ll really need
4 l'm sure it won't work. Can't you come up with
5 Perhaps we could afford it if I could get .............

D Comptete these sentences using a superlative adjective in each one.
1 l've never heard a more ridiculous storv.

:narc. . . .! h ?. . 
tr.q f !. !: td t.q!.! ! I !4s. .:.tq.r i . . . . . . r,ve ever hea rd.

2 We had never stayed in a more expensive hotel.
Itwas .......... .. we had everstayed in.

3 I had never had such a tiringjourney before.

Itwas.......... .. lhad ever had.
4 l've never had nearly such a tasty meal before.

Thatwas I have ever had.
5 lt's years since I saw a game as good as that.

That's......... ... l,ve seen foryears.

below
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Unit 26 Other ways of comparing things

Words like: as...oS, the same (as), like

Maln polnts

o You use 'as...as. ..' to compare people
or things.

o You can also compare people or things
by using'the same (as)'.

o You can also compare people or things
by using a link verb and a Phrase
beginning with 'like'.

1 yo, use'as...as...' to compare people or things
that are similar in some way.You use'as'and an

adjective or adverb, followed by'as' and a noun
group, an adverbial, or a clause.

You're as bad BPIPYlStste!=
The airport

-was 

as crowded ever,
lamas is.
Let us examine as as we can

lf people or things are very similar or identical, you

can also say that they are 'the same'.

Teenage fashions are the same all over the world.
The initiat stage of learning English is the same for
many students.

You can use some adverbs in front of 'the same as'
or'the same'.

almost just much
exactly more or less nearly

roughly
virtually

He did exactly the s?me 39 John did.
You two look almost the same.

You can use'the same' in front of a noun group, with
or without'as' after the noun grouP.

They reached almost the same height.
It was painted the same colour as the wall

5 yo, can also compare people or things by using
a link verb such as'be', 'feel', 'look', or'seem'and a
phrase beginning with 'like'.

It was like a dream.
tte stilfidets tike a child.
He looked tiGTn actor.
fne nouses 9g9rn9g1!!B mansions.

You can use some adverbs in front of 'like'.

a bit exactly least more
a little just less most

quite
rather

somewhat
very

2 voucan make a negative comparison using'not
as...as...' or'not so...as...'.

The food wasn t as good as yesterday.
They are not as clever as they appear to be.

He is not so old as I thought.

3 yo, can use the adverbs'almost', Just', 'nearly',

or'quite' in front of 'as...as...'.

He was almost as fast as his brother.
Mary was just as Pale as before.
She was nearly as tall as he was.

ln a negative comparison, you can use'not nearly'or
'not quite' before 'as...as...'.

This is not nearly as complicated as it sounds.
The hotel was not quite as good as they expected.

He looks just like a baby.
Of all his children, she was the one most like me.

6 tt tn" noun group after'as' or'like' in any of
these structures is a pronoun, you use an object
pronoun or possessive pronoun.

)ane was as clever as him.
His car is the same as mine.

4 Wn"n you want to say that one thing is very

similar to something else, you can use 'the same as'
followed by a noun group, an adverbial, or a clause.

7 yo, can also use'less'and 'least'to make
comparisons with the opposite meaning to'more'
and'most'.

They were less fortunate than us.
He was the least skilled of the workers.
we seeiim@11:y than we used to.

Your bag is the same as mine.
lsaid the same as always.
She lookecl the same as she did yesterday.
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Unit 26 Practice
A Rewrite these sentences using as .... as .... .

1 John'srather is handsome and so isJohn. r ..Jqhr.i.:.qs..hq.nd.qgng..q.q.his..{q!hgr.,.
2 Jean's mother is generous and so is Jean. / ................
3 Neil's brother is mischievous and so is Neil. / ...............
4 Mary drives fast and so does Helen. / ................
5 Our home is comfortable and so isyours. / ................
6 Last summer was very hot and so is this summer. / . .. .. .. ..... ... .

7 Jenny works hard and so does Becky. / ...............
8 Jack can run fastand so canJill. / ..........

B us" these adjectives and adverbs to complete the sentences that follow

cheap clever cold hard long much quick well

1 I'm getting otd. I can,t wo ,x as ....h4(4. as I used to.
2 Prices have gone up. Things aren't as ...... as they used to be.
3 Have you been ill? You're not looking as .............. as you usually do.
4 Jack'sdoingwellatschool. He'snear|yas.............. ashissister.
5 lt's freezing. lt must be nearly as .............. as last winter.
6 Joe still plays tennis. He says he enjoys it as ............ as ever.
7 The bus wasn't as ...... as the train. lt took over two hours.
8 Cats don't usually live as ......... as dogs.

G Writ" sentences using the same. Here are some nouns to help you

age length size height weight

1 Mary and Jan are both tt. t ...f.h€.A:rc..(he..:rug.qg.e...
2 John is six feet tall and so is Henry. / ...............
3 lweigh seventy-five kilos and so doesJack. / ................
4 This box is exactly as big as that one. / ........................
5 This piece of string is just as long as that one. / ............

D Uatcn these sentences. The first has been done for you.

1 lt was an enormous house

2 The dog gave a dreadful growl.

3 The city centre is dreadfully crowded

4 This cheese is awful.

5 I recognised Eleanor easily.

6 This is lovely soft cotton.

a lt sounded like a tiger.
b lt smells like bad eggs.

c lt feels like silk.

d She looks just like her sister
e lt looked like a castle.

f lt's just like London.
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Unit 27 Possession

Maln polnts

o Possessives and possessive pronouns
are used to say that one person or thing
belongs to another or is connected with
another.

o You use apostrophe s ('s) to say who
something belongs to.

o You use phrases with 'of'to say that one
person or thing belongs to another or is
connected with another.

1 yo, use possessives to say that a person or

thing belongs to another person or thing or is

connected with them. The possessives are

sometimes called'possessive adjectives'.

my your his her its our their

Note that 'your' is both singular and plural.

I'd been waiting a long time to park my car'
They took off their shoes.

MN@The possessive'its' is not spelled with
an -apostropne. The form 'it's'with an apostrophe is
the short form for'it is' or'it has'.

2 Vorput numbers and adjectives after the
possessive and in front ofthe noun.

Their two small children were playing outside
Sne got a bicycle on her sixth birthday.

Sytvia put her hand on John's arm.
I like the car's design.

You add apostrophe s ('s) to singular nouns and
irregular plural nouns, usually referring to people

rather than things.

I wore a pair of mY sister's boots.
Chitdren's birthday parties can be boring.

With plural nouns ending in'-s'you only add the
apostrophe (').

tt is not his parents' Problem.

You add apostrophe s ('s) to people's names, even
when they end in'-s'.

Coutd you give me Charles's address?

Note that when you use two or more names linked by

'and', you put the apostrophe s ('s) after the last
name.

They have bought Sue and Tim's car.

5 wn"n yo, wantto referto someone's home, orto
some common shops and places of work, you can use

apostrophe s ('s) after a name or noun on its own.

He's round at David's.
I bought it at the chemist's.
She must go to the doctor's.

6 yo, can also use apostrophe s ('s) with some
expressions of time to identify something, or to say

how much time is involved.

Did you see the cartoon in yesterday's newspaper?
They have four weeks' holiday per year.

7 yo, can use a prepositional phrase beginning
with 'of' to say that one person or thing belongs to or
is connected with another.

3 yo, use a possessive pronoun when you want to
refer to a person or thing and to say who that person

or thing belongs to or is connected with. The
possessive pronouns are:

mine yours his hers ours theirs

Note that'yours' is both singular and plural.

ts that coffee Yours or mine?
It was his fault, not theirs.

$[[UlEThere is no possessive pronoun'its'

4 yo, can also say who or what something belongs

to or is connected with by using a noun with
apostrophe s ('s). For example, if John owns a 

..
motorbike, you can refer to it as 'John's motorbike''

She ls the mother of the boY who
Ellen aimlessly turned the Pages

lives next door.
of her magazine

After'of'you can use a possessive pronoun, or a
noun or name with apostrophe s ('s).

He was an old friend of mine.
That word was a favourite of yow father's.
She's a friend of Sleqhen's.

8 yo, can add'own'after a possessive, or a noun
or name with apostrophe s ('s), for emphasis.

own view is that there are no serious Problems.
answer may be unacceptable.
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Unit27 Practice
A Comptete these sentences by adding a possessive.

1 I left ....4U........car in the garage.

2 Mary hung ................ coat on the peg.

3 Jack had ................ hair cut.

4 Neiland David ate................ supper.

5 I hope you enjoy holiday.

6 We'll Invite you round to house sometime.

And complete these by adding a possessive with own.

7 You must make up ....A.q.4.(.q4.t:1.............. mind.

8 The children had to cook ........... ... supper.

9 BillborrowedJenny'scar............. ..carwasbeingrepaired.
10 I'll bring sheets and towels.
11 Every dog had special basket to sleep in.

L2 You should do .............. washing up.

B Comptete the sentences

1 They're having u ...(11

2 This is my................
3 You knowJohn? He's.,

4 lborrowed

5 I'll be staying in my....
6 That looks like

7 This is .....................
8 We're going away for ..
9 You need

10 We usually have ........

C Rewrite the replies to these questions.

1 A: ls this Becky's coat?

B: No, it betongs to Jenny. t ...N.qJ.i!lq. J.€.44.A:f ,

2 A: Whose keys are these?

B: They belong to me. /
3 A: ls this your money?

B: No, lthink itbelongstoyou. / .......................
4 A: ls this John's pen?

B: Yes, lthink it belongs to him. / ......................
5 A: ls thisJane's book?

B: Yes, l'm sure it belongs to her. /
6 A: ls that Neil and David's car?

B: Yes, it belongs to them. / ................

by adding apostrophe or apostrophe s ('s) to the noun group in brackets.
qld.fgf .lS...... party on saturday. (chitdren)

...... house. (parents)

... father. (David and Neit)

....... bike. (James)

.;, li:lJ::T:l,,
.. coat, isn't it? (Sylvia)

... hotiday. (a week)

..... rest. (a couple of days)

holiday in summer. (two weeks)
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Unit 28 Nouns with Prepositions

Maln polnts

. 'Of'can be used to add many different
types of information, 'with' is used to
specify a quality or Possession.

o Some nouns are always followed bY

particu lar prePositi ons.

1 Vo, can give more information about a noun by

adding a prepositional phrase after it.

Four men on holiday were in the car.
A sound behind him made him turn'

2 vouoften use the preposition'of'after a noun to
add various kinds of information. For example, you

can use 'of to indicate:

o what something is made of or consists of

...a wall of stone.
nfeeting@was rising in him.

o what the subject matter of speech, writing, or a
picture is

She gave a brief account of her interview.
There was a picture of them both in the paPer

o what a person or thing belongs to or is connected
with

She was the daughter of the village priest.
The boys sat on the floor of the living room.

. what qualities a person or thing has

She was a woman of energy and ambition.
They f a ced p roo t e mi 919931 s9rnp1 e x\y

3 nt", nouns referring to actions, you use'of'to
indicate the subject or object of the action.

...the arrival of the police.

...the destruction of their citY.

After nouns referring to people who perform an
action, you use 'of'to say what the action involves or
is aimed at.

supporters of the hunger strike
...a student of English.

Note that you often use two nouns, rather than a
noun and a prepositional phrase. For example, you

say'bank robbers', not 'robbers of the bank''

4 nttar nouns referring to measurement, you use
'of'to give the exact figure.

an average annual temperature of 20 deArees.
a speed of 25 kilometres an hour

You can use 'of' after a noun to give someone's age

Jonathan was a child of seven when it happened.

5 yo, use'with' after a noun to say that a person
or thing has a particular quality, feature, or
possession.

...a girl with red hair.

...the man with the Eun.

Note that you use 'in' after a noun to say what
someone is wearing.

.a grey-haired man in a raincoat,
the man in dark

6 Sorn" nouns are usually followed by a particular
preposition. Here are some examples of:

. nouns followed by'to'

alternative
answer
approach

attitude
devotion
introduction

invitation
reaction
reference

relevance
resistance
return

This was my first real introduction to Africa

. nouns followed by'for'

admiration need responsibility
desire reason search
dislike respect substitute

taste
thirst

Their need for money is growing fast.

o nouns followed by'on'

agreement attack comment effect tax

She had a dreadful effect on me.

. nouns followed by'with' or'between'

connection contact link relationship

His illness had some connection with his diet.

. nouns followed by'in'

decrease difficulty fall increase rise
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They demanded a large increase in wages




